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| ike: es yd OES ee Sau 
Of the Difpofition of a Wife. 


My Dearest ***, 

wage TILE others are congratu- 
DA ; ed rT: 

ayy lating with you on your Hap-. 
pinefs, give me leave to be 
ftudying the Means of its 
Continuance. I am concerned in this: 






for as I love you tenderly, I fhall have 


the greateft Pleafure in whatfoever makes 
B you 














(2) 
you happy, and I fhall in the fame De- 
gree feel with you any thing that may 
give you pain. You are very young, 
my Dear, and have little Knowledge 
concerning the Nature. of that State 
into which you have entered. I be- 
lieve you will not doubt the Sincerity 
of my Affection for you: A longer Ex- 
perience in the World has given me Op- 
portunities of obferving many things 
that have not fallen in the Way of your 
Knowledge. I defire you to accept of 
the Fruits of that Experience, and to re- 
main convinced of the good Intent with 
which I offer it. While you allow me 
this Juftice, you will pay a due Regard 
to what Advice I fhall give you, and If 
am fure you will reap the Benefit. 


To fhew you my Sincerity, I fhall be- 
rin with great Plainnefs and Freedom, 
There is only one Path by which a mar- 
ried Woman can arrive at Happinefss 
and this is by conforming herfelf to the 
In order 
to 


Sentiments of her Hufband. 
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to do this, you muft firft know of what 
Kind they are, and how they 5 aatly 
agree with your own Temper and Dif- 
pofition; for the more they do fo, the 
ereater is part Profpect of Felicity. In 
order to this, Perowle:) have you ferioufly 


confider both yourfelf and him: Ana» as 


J 
we are all apt to deceive ourfelves in 
Things which regard our own Perfons, 
and our moft near Concerns; give me 
leave to tell you what is my Opinion 
concerning both you and him, which 
you may correct from your own Exxami- 
nation. 


You are both too young to have Ex. 
perience ; and, were there no other Re: 
fon, ‘sale. me, my Dear, this is fufficient 
for your having recourfe to the Advice of 
your Friends : for no Underftanding will 
avail without it. Thofe who are your In- 
feriors in all Refpects befide; yet, from 
this fingle Circumftance of having feen 
more of the World, will be able to in- 


B 2 ftruct 











(4) 
ftruét you; and I defire you will always 
hear and regard their Admonitions. 


As to yourfelf, my deareft ***, I do 
not know that you have one Fault; but, 
if you are not careful, you will foon ac- 
quire many. - You have a natural Good- 
nefs of Difpofition, and Tendernefs of 
Heart; you have a fufficient Underftand- 
ing, and your Education has been the 
moft careful. Thefe, my Dear, are the 
Foundations for a happy married Life, 
becaufe they are the Qualifications which 
will give Pleafure to your Hufband, and 
will create in him-.an Efteem for you ; 
but they are only the Foundation, and it 
is not impoffible that a* Structure very 
different from that which they would na- 
turally belong to, may be raifed upon 
them. Although you have none of the 
Faults of your Sex, you are not with- 
out its Foibles ; nor, let me {peak to you 
freely, my Dear, without its Follies. As 
you are agreeable in your Perfon, it is 
natural you fhould be praifed, and you 
have 
































































(5) 
have Pleafure in it; but take heed, my 
Dear, how you indulge. this Pleafure. 
When.a Woman is pleafed with Flattery> 
fhe is not difpleafed with the Flatterer. 
She may proceed from this to fhew him 
Marks, though innocent, of her Fa- 
vour; and be affured, that the Hufband, 
who fees a Man complimenting his Wifes 
and fees that he is a Favourite with her, 
will be uneafy. If he cometo an E-xplana- 
tion, there will befome Difquiet; fince Suf- 
picion, however flight, on fo nice a Point, 
will touch you nearly. If he be filent, 
he will continue to obferve, and the jea- 
lous Eye fees more than there is. Your 
Civilities, although innocent, may be 
your Ruin: your Hufband will lofe his 
Peace; and, after that, yours will be of 
no Continuance. 


Your very Virtues, under your Inex- 
perience, will lead you into Error, un- 
lefs you will liften to Cautions about the 
exerting them. Your natural Compafiion 
will be foon difcovered in your Family ; 
B 3 nor 








nor will it be long kept within the 
Bounds of your own Walls. ‘There are, 
in this Town, People enough ready to 
prey upon the Unwary of this Stamp; 
and, before you are fenfible of the Dan- 
ger, you will oe run into Extremes, 
which will make you uneafy if Kept fet 
cret, and your Hufband diffatisfied if 
lifclofed.. That you will be in the Dan- 
f this Temptation is certain; but 
ecurity againft itis eafy. Afk his 
>you do any Act of Boun- 


i dvice Rey 
JsALVitw Wliu, 





ass pte S ee MSA] - Re ee ub! 
ty, ang you Viil enjoy ic aou iVe 


You are fond of Drefs: I don’t fpeak 
this in Accufation; every young Perfon 
is fo: And thofe who are moft agree- 
able have moft Right and Pretence. Your 
Tafte in this Particular has been indulged 
to the Extent in the Preparations for 
your Marriage; but do not look on thefe 
as the uid of your future Appear- 
ance. Thefe are Times of Shew, and 
Extravagance is a Cuftom on the Oc- 
cafion. 






























For the future, let yout Huf- 
what will .become you before 


you difcover that you have Occafion for 
it. Iam certain he will not be remifs 


in this, and that will come with double 
Pleafure from him as a Prefent, which 
you would have obtained by Requeft.. It 
iS a dangerous thing to confe{s to yous; 
but I was the Occafion that your Pin- 
money is fo tr 


ifling. You may be dif- 
pleated with me at prefent for-this ; but 
you will love me for it hereafter. I have 
feen many fad Effects of the Indepen- 
dance of Wives; and I am fure I have 
provided for your Happinefs not only 
in the obviating all thefe; but in the 
giving to your Hlufband fo many Op- 


portunities of obliging you. 


I have been very free in declaring my 
Sentiments concerning you, my Dears 
but it becomes my Friendfhip to you to 
be fo. If I loved you lefs tenderly, I 
fhould be more complaifant. I have 
fhewn you what are the Tendencies to 

B 4 Miftakes 































Miftakes in your Conduct; for at pre- 
fent they are no more than Tendencies, 
and you fee how they are to be avoided. 
I fhall fpeak my Sentiments with the 
fame Candor and the fame Freedom of 
your Hufband: but, not to tire you, 


my Dear, that fhall bein another Letter. 
$* * 





je oak pad 9 oe 
Of the Difpofition of an Hufband. 


Have been. very free, my dear ***, 

in giving you a Picture of yourfelf; 
and you have owned that it is a juft one. 
This affures me that you will regard my 
Cautions againft giving way to thofe 
Errors to which your Difpofition is 
moft open. But it is of as much Im- 
portance to you to know your Hufband’s 
real Character as your own; and I fhall 
therefore declare my Thoughts on this as 
plainly. 


Tn 















































In the firft place, I am glad that he 
is not vitiated by Travel: The Faults 
and the Foibles of our own Growth are 
lefs, and they are more eafily conquered 
than thofe which young Men import 
from other Nations. If he have fome 
of the Errors which are the Produét of 
a Britifo Education, he has, in return, 
all the Briti/b Virtues. You know that 
Good-nature is the peculiar Character of 
our Nation; and indeed (for I fhall ufe 
no Flattery here) I do not know any 
Man in whom it is more eminent. His 
Perfon is what you have declared to me 
you liked; let no Inconftancy of Mind 
alter your Thoughts on that Head ; for 
your continuing to love him will be not 
only a Virtue itfelf, but it will be the Oc- 
cafion of many others. You have often 
told me, that you thought him the com- 
pleateft. Man, and the fineft Gentleman 
of his Age; let no Flight of Fancy rob 
him of that Preference. A little Love 
added to his real Advantages might well 
Bs make 











make you believe fo. If ever you think, 


q 
£ 


or but incline to think otherwife,-re- 
member you are in danger of leffening 
that Affection which ought to increafe 
after your Marriage:- And remember, 
that, without that Affection, there can 
be no Happinefs. Check the dangerous 
Thought intime. Remember the Hours 
in which you doted upon him ; and let 
his great Efteem and Love for you (for 
he hath fhewn both in marrying you) 
not only revive, but improve and. in- 
creafe that honeft Affection and virtuous 


Partiality. 


His Temper is, if I may judge from 
the great deal I have feen of a Man 
whom I believe to be above Difguife, 
fweet and indulgent; and his Under- 
ftanding of the higher Clafs. Do not 
Ikt my confeffing that he does not ap- 
pear to me in the higheft of all Lights.on 
this Account, make you think lightly of 
him. The Man of but middling Under- 
{tanding, and he is a great deal more than 

I this, 













































this, is greatly the Superior in this Refpect 
to the unexperienced of our Sex, and will 
always be able to advife them. Let him 
{tand in this regard with you. I would 
place him juft where he ought to be 
in your Efteem, becaufe much of his 
Happinefs, as well as yours, depends 
upon your judging rightly of him in this 
Particular. I would have you confider 
him as much more qualified to judge of 
Perfons and of Things than you are, but 
I would not have you receive his Opi- 
nions as beyond Exception. In Trifles 
you will do well to think fo of them ; 
nay, if you think otherwife, it will be 
prudent in you to obey them: But, when 
they concern Things of Confequence, I 
would have you mention the whole’ in 
private to fome wife and faithful Friend, 
This, my deareft ***, is a Point of the 
moft tender Nature for me to touch upon; 
but my true Regard for you would not 
permit me to be filent. It is more tender 
yet for you to regulate; but too much 


depends upon it, to fuffer me to leave 
B 6 it 








it unnoticed. I have gone through it 
with a trembling, but a determined, 
Hand; and, when I review what | have 
written, I do intreat you to pay the moft 
{trict regard to it. 


I look upon the Difpofition of your 
Hufband, my deareft ***, to be like 
your own, rather open to Foibles than to- 
Faults.. At leaft in him they are fo; 
for, my Dear, what in Women are 
Crimes; Cuftom, however unjuftly, has 
made in Man but Follies. I do not ap- 
prove of this Diftinction, nor will you ; 
but, as it is eftablifhed, you muft a& as 
if you approved it. 


When I mention thofe things among 
the Men which are called Follies, I un- 
derftand the Love of Drinking to be one. 
Of this your Hufband is not ftrictly to 
be accufed; for I believe he does not 
love Wine; but his Good-nature leads 
him into an Error very nearly approach- 
ing to it: He drinks becaufe others love 
it, 






























( 13) 
it. It is the foolith Fathion of the Time - 
A Pride in pouring down large Drauchts 
of intoxicating Liquor is removed from 
the Reforts of the Mean and V ulgar, 
whom it became, to thofe of the moft 
polite; and, even in private F amilies, 
it is as frequent as at public Meetings. 


I have diftinguifhed between the Man 
who drinks from Choice, and him who 
does not approve, but barely complies 
with it, to fhew you what is the true 
Character of your Hufband in this Par- 
ticular; the one is a Sot, and never to 
be reclaimed ; the other, though he can- 
not be called off at once, or perhaps 
ever perfectly from it ; yet will be led to 
difguft it more and more, and finally 
perhaps to difregard it. 


This is a Diftinétion that concerns you 
nearly. You may, by Gentlenefs, and by 
foft Perfuafion, prevent at leaft his ever 
coming to think it a Pleafure ; and there 
may be yet more in your Power. All 
that 




























(14 ) 
that you can effect in it is of the greatect 
Importance, and this flichteft Advantage 
:s worth all the Trouble you can beftow 


to gain it. 


There is a Secret of more Ufe by 
far than Perfuafion in this Caufe. Make 
your own Company agreeable to him 
by every Art and every Indulgence, 
and you will wean him from a Cuftom 
which he fees gives you Pain, and which 
robs him of fo much of you. But all 
this mutt be the Effect of good Humour : 
One Reproach will deftroy all that you 
have been labouring for Months; and 
throw him into the Fault with new Ex- 
travagance. You may rejoice when, he 
avoids a Party of this kind openly ; but 
+t muft be by Accident only that he dif- 
covers your Uneafinels. 


There is more, my Dear, in this than 
appears. It is not only that Drinking 
‘s in itfelf a Fault, although Cuftom has 
taken from it that Name among the 


Men; but it leads to many others. It 
i$ 
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(15 ) 
is not only that it alienates the Mind, as 
well as eftranges the Perfon, of your 
Hufband from you; but it may intro- 
duce the greateft of all Faults, a Falf 
hood to your Bed. Many Men have 
fallen into this when under the Influence 
of Wine, who would have ftarted at the 
Thought while their Reafon held its 
Place: And itis not only in Women that 
the firft Folly of this kind leads to more. 


It isthe Light of that falfe Colouring 
which Cuftom gives to Crimes, that 
even this Infidelity in Men is looked on 
as a trivial Offence ; but fuch it is con- 
fidered, and there are few who will not 
promote it in a Mind that naturally ab- 
hors it. This is the Light in which 
Drinking, and thofe who encourage it, 
will appear in the worft Colours to you ; 
but they cannot be feen in worfe than 
becomes them. I have painted out the 
Danger to alarm you, not to render you 
fufpicious. You will fee the Neceffity 
and the Advantage of weaning . your 


Hufband 
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Elufband as much as you can from this 
‘Weaknefs: And as he has no real Pro- 
penfity to it, you will find that Tafk not 
over difficult. ‘The Method is obvious: 
They err indeed who attempt it by rail- 
ing at the Fault; but fhe will find the 
Change wrought in fome Degree daily,who 
finds the Method of making herfelf and 
her Hloufe agreeable in a Degree fuperior 
to that towhich thofe Scenes can pretend. 


The greateft of all Conquefts are 


‘thofe which are sained without Op- 
pofition, at leaft without apparent Op- 
|" pofition. Ufe the Means, my deareft 


*** without feeming to regard the End 
that will follow: And as I have already 
mentioned to you in the Article of 
Cloaths, you will find it hold in all, 
that he will do, with an infinitely better 
Grace, and greater Good-will, thofe 
things which feem to himfelf his ownAct, 
than what you vifibly obtain from him. 
Men have naturally great Obftinacy ; 
the beft of them have fome of it: 


They have all Pride; the beft of them 
often 





























































(17) 
often the moft of it. They do not love 
to be forced, nor even to be perfuaded 
out of their Cuftoms. They cannot bear 
that a Woman fhould lead them to any 
thing. They have a fettled Opinion of 
us, as inferior in natural Authority and 
in Underftanding, and it will have an 
Appearance of Meannefs to themfelves 
to be guided by thofe whom they fhould 
direct; or to be governed by thofe whom 
they fhould command. Go not you 
about to get the better of this Opinion : 
I believe it is juftly founded; but, if jt 
was not, tis not your Bufinefs to re- 
form the World ; nor can it be your In- 
tereft to hazard your own Happinefs upon 
a dangerous Experiment. To be more 
free on this Subject ; as the Bufinefs of 
this Letter was to point out the real Cha- 
racter and Temper of your Hufband, 
which, in fome Particulars, your Inex- 
petience might miftake, I muft mention 
to you that I think he has not the leaft 
Pride of any Man in the World, and 
Obftinacy always attends this in a pro- 
portionate 
































( 18 ) 
portionate Degree. .I do not reflection 
him in this; his Birth, his Rank, ‘his: 
Fortune, and his Connections all na- 
turally produce the one, and that is a3 
naturally the Parent of the other. | But, 
my dear ***, he has Good-nature in a 
much greater Degree than any other Qua- 
lity; this would: influence him to give 
into every thing within the Bounds of 
Prudence. that you prefcribe without 
feeming to do fo: And more than this, 
he doats upon you with a fincere A ffec- 
tion. This will give you. a. greater 
Power; it will give you indeed all that 
you ought to with, and that will con- 
tinue fo long as you do not abufe it: for 
the greater his Love, the lefs he will 
bear that. | 


You fee, my dear ***, I have laid 
down with great Freedom what I take 
to be your Failings, and what I take to 
be not his Faults, but thofe Faults into 
which there is Danger of his falling. I 
have told you the Method to prevent the 
ereatelt, 
































ereateft, and to draw him off from the 
leffer ; and I have been at fome Pains to 
lay down the Cautions that may prevent 
your running into Miftakes, even while 
youthink you are doing right. ‘The Man- 
ner of going about a thing is more than 
the Ability to do it. Under thefe Re- 
{traints you will find it eafy to effect that, 
which if haftily and carelefly attempted, 
even on a right Foundation, would have 
tailed ; or worfe, would have produced 
Confequences juft contrary to the De- 
fign. 


Every thing fails that is attempted 
rafhly and with Precipitation. Never 
complain of the Hours which he fpends 
from you: for, being uneafy at that, he 
will leave you the fooner; and, expect- 
ing more of it at his Return, he will de- 
fer that Return the longer: Never ob- 
ject to his Company; for he will then 
think his own Judgment queftioned, 
and that he can only fupport it by Op- 
pofition. Thefe things of themfelves 
weary 




























( 20 ) 
weary and naufeate the Mind; nothing 
except what is innocent gives lafting 


| Pleafure. The firft Hours of a Scene of 
Drink and Revelry are joyous; but the 


laft are tedious and painful. If you  re- 
ceive him tenderly when he returns from 
one of thefe Parties, his real Love to you 
will make him feel it in the moft affect- 
ing Manner. ‘He will compare the Plea- 
fure of thofe Hours immediately after 
his Return, with the Pain of thofe 
which paffed juft before it: He will 
refolve to rife fooner from the Party at 
the next Meeting; and he will do it. 
From leaving the Bottle at the firft Sign 
of Uneafinefs, he will, on your continu- 
ing the Pleafures of your Meeting, leave 
it before. He at firft learned to go away 
from Pain, he will now go from the Pro- 
{pect of it. This will be an Effect, a 
certain Effect, of the Difference he finds 
between the naufeous Obfcenity and fa- 
tigued Spirits of his Companions, and 
your Tendernefs and Affection: And 
what is this? ’Tis, my deareft ***, what 
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I told you would happen; the End is 
effected while you feemed not to have it in 
View. He is no longer fond of Wine; 
he leaves the Glafs when the moft fober 
do; and this being his own Aét, not 
yours, will continue. Being the Effect 
not of your Remonitrances, but of his 
own Conviction, he will never return to 
the Error. 


Would you be more fure of this, the 
Means to preferve, are the fame with 
thofe which obtained the Benefit. Let 
that conftant Attention, that accuftomed 
Pleafure at his Return, make known the 
real Joy you feel init, and keep uphisSenfe 
of your Worth, and of the Unworthineis 
of his former Pleafures: And, to add 
the finifhing Touch to the compleat 
Victory, do not feem to know that you 
have wonit. Asyou never let him dif- 
cover, during the Attempt to wean him 

rom thefe falfe Pleafures, that you was 
attempting to draw him from them ; {0, 
now 




















( 22) 
now you have effected it, never let him 
difcover that you once thought him 
addicted to them. 





LL Eee ae Aer 
Concerning Vifitors of Ceremony. 


OU tell me you are pleafed with 

i my Advice, and that you‘fee it is 
eafonable: You‘give me, my deareft ***, 
he greateft of Pleafure. I knew you had 
Underftanding to be convinced, and I 
know you have fo much Sincerity, that I 
may believe you are truly fo, when you 
fay it. I pretend to no Advantage over 
you but Experience. I tell you of things 
which you would know yourfelf here- 


* 
i 

& 
L 


after, but then it would be too late. 
Ufe my Obfervation with your own Good- 
nefs of Heart and Prudence, and you 
will be happy. If you regard me at all, 
my dear ***, you muft do it fully: The 
ereateft Events often depend upon the 
flighteft 
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flighteft Incidents; and there is many 
times more in the Circumftances than 
the Action. Take heed, my Dear, that 
you not only do what I recommend to 
you; but that you do it as] recommend 
it. I do believe you-will: I. take all 
your Affurances as moft fincere, and I 
fhall go on with the fame Freedom. 


I have laid down the principal Cau- 
tions; I have painted out to you the ge- 
neral Rules for your Conduct; they are 
founded upon what is my Opinion of 
your own Temper and Difpofition, and 
on that of your Hufband. Remember 
them; for they will therefore be of unt- 
verfal Ufe: they will direct you in a 

_ greater or lefs Degree in every other Oc- 
currence. I beg of you, as you value 
“your own Happinefs, to keep them al- 
ways in your Mina; and to refer every 
‘other Advice that it is poffible for me to 
give you to thefe; as allo to examine 
every thing you intend to do by them. 
What agrees with thefe will be always fo 
far 
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far right, and what difagrees will be. al- 
moft univerfally wrong. Thefe are the 
great and general Cautions; the reft, 
though lefsimportant, are to be regarded, 
and, though particular, muft have your 
Attention. It would be doubly unhappy 
to fail in the leffer Concerns, after you 
had been right in the greater; but this 
would certainly be the Cafe, if thefe were 
treated with Neglect or Carelefneds. 


You will be vifited, my Dear, by 
Multitudes of Perfons on this Occafion ; 
many whom you have never feen before, 
and fome whom you will never fee again. 
The greateft Part of thefe come as Spies 
upon your Conduct, and they have no 
other Wifh but to reprefent you to your 
Difadvantage. A Bride is an Object of 
the common Obfervation: Every Com- 
pany is pleafed with hearing fome Ac- 
count of her; and, as the World is al- 
ways more fond of Satire than of Praife, 
thofe who mention you will be moft. 
fond of Opportunities of doing it to your 
Difcredit, 
































Aiwa, | 
Difcredit. A Bride is like a new-made 
Minifter of State; every trifling Part of 
her Conduct or Converfation is examined, 
and that not with the beft-natured Eyes. 


I dare fay, although your Inexperience 
might not have given you Opportunities 
of knowing this ungenerous Turn of the 
Generality « of your Sex, your own Pru- 
dence. will direét you how to att, now 
that. you. are informed of it.’ You will 
know that People who come to you 
Strangers, and go away fuch, have no 
Right to your Confidence. If you tell 
them your Opinion on the moft indif- 
ferent. Subject, they will ftrain it to fome 
Meaning, from which they will {can your 
future Conduct. You will know, that, 
before People who come to find fault, 
the lefs you fay, the lefs are their Oppor- 
tunities of doing it. ‘The Vifits are only 
of Fafhion, ada Fafhion may be kept 
up at the Expence of a very few Words. 
“Tis always polite to hear, and you have 
thence the’ beft of ‘all Excufes to avoid 

C talking. 





ein ts Me eS Rhee RPL erator sp ele este Peete) 








( 26.) 
talking, A Yes, or a No, are.capable 
of very little Mifconftruétion ; .and if 
that be. an Occafion on-which this is pof-' 
fible,, ’tis. always civil, as well. as modeft, 
to decline giving a pofitive Opinion. 


I would have you treat all. that-pay you 
their Compliments, on. this Oceafion with 
perfect Refpect, and: all with the fame 
Degree of it. You have other Hours 
for the real Converfation of your Friends. 
To be-particular to. them, is to neglect 
the. reft of the Company; and your 
Words will not be the lefs liable to Mif-° 
con{traction; becaufe they are’ not ad© 
dreffed to thofe: who will: make: that ‘ufe 
of them. | 


A. great part of this Ceremony willcbe: 
over when the firft Vifits' are paid; for the 
reft, *tis. eafy, in this Town, for People 
to-be-very civil, and yet perfect Strangers ;~ 
to-vifit’ for Years, and yet never meet. 
Thofe who Compliment you:onthisOcca= 
fron would not have you think of:entering 
ite 
































( 27 ) 
into the Rank of your familiar Friends, 
Some may deferve it; but itis inpoffible 
that you fhould -know which: You dre 


too young to diftineuifh; and: if you' 


fhould attempt it, the nioft deceitful 
would be thofe whom yow particularifed 
for the’ bef» -L aia no Erieid to that 
idle Cuftom of vifiting’ People wé never 


with to meet, and takiie Opportunities: 
3 oD 


to do it at times when: we know they 
cannot be at home; but, om this’ parti- 
cular Oceafion, it is right. You wilk owe 
Vifits to thofe who have’ paid you the 
Compliment, and they will owe you Re- 
turns to thofe Vifits: Some of them 
will be fo honeft as'to confefs. their In 
tentions in the firft, by declining it. For 
the others, it is your Bufinefs to be very 
long between the Card) and the Return 
of it: and thus to fhake off that by De. 
grees, which you have no Inclination to 
continue, and which you cannot drop at 
once. 
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Ido not mean that I would have you 
make a Point of being ftrange to all thefe 
Perfons, and to thefe in particular, for 
the reft of your Life: I would only have 
you fet them on a Footing with the reft 
of the World of Strangers, among whom 
you may occafionally make Acquain- 
tances. In general they will claim fome 
little Pre-eminence, as they are known 
to your own, or to your Hufband’s Fa- 
mily ; but this may be fo flightly, and 
the DiftinGtion is fo little, that Prudence 
will pay no Regard, to it. This is the 
Condué that I fhould think .advifable, 
my Dear, to your V ifiters of Form, 
There is much more to be faid with re- 
gard to thofe who have foe’ Degree of 
Intimacy; but this muft be the Subject 
of another Letter. 
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Concerning intimate Acquaintance. 


Lthough it is long fince I was a 

Bride, I can remember, my Dear, 
many things in which I acted very wrong- 
ly at that time; and having {een the 
fame Miftakes in very many fince, I fup- 
pofe them natural, and therefore, if not 
guarded. againft, univerfal, I do not 
think you more likely to err, my deare{t 
***) than. all-others of your Sex; but, 
as you are liable to it as well as others: 
confider the Cccafions and the Confe- 
quences. 


Be not in hafte to appear the married 
Woman, nor think that 2 Look of Care 
becomes you, or is the proper Mark of 
it. Care, my Dear, comes very near to 
‘Sorrow! at leaft in the Marks by which 
it fhews itfelf upon the Countenance. 1 
would not have you be forry that you are 
married, nor would I have you look as 
Cry if 




























if you repented of it: *Tis doing In- 
jultice to your Hufband, and it is calling 
for Compaffion to yourfelf,; and, if you 
have the Spirit of a true Woman, you will 
know that there is no Infult fo great as 
Pity.’ Thus much regards yourfelf; but 
your Acquaintance are not quite uncon- 
cerned in it, ‘They will be watchful 
upon your Conduct, though they will 
not underftand things too feverely; it is 
therefore prudent to beware even of thefe, 


« 


It is but a little while ago you was 
a wild giddy Girl at School: It will be 
expected that Marriage render you a 
little foberer, and it is fit it fhould do 
fo; but do not let it have the Appearance 
of having made you fo more than itreal- 
ly has. Whatever are the Effects, let 
them appear; make them neither greater 
nor lefs than they are, and fhew them 
without Difguife.. Don’t let. it appear 
that you think you. ought to be grave ; 
but don’t hide it, if you are fo: The 
A ffectation 













































Affectation will be the Extream, the Re- 
ality is always moderate. 


Of all things, my Dear, let your Con- 
duct in this Refpect be equal. Thofe 
who are familiar enough to fee you in the 
fame Hour without your Hufband and _ 
with him, let them not be able to fay that 
his Prefence throws any Reftraint upon 
you. This is too common an Error. I 
‘very well remember that it was my own; 
but it is injurious to both your Reputa- 
tions : It accufes you of Diffimulation, 
and him of Want of Good-nature. What- 
ever is your Gaiety when he is abfent, do 
not give it up at his Entrance into the 
Company: He loves you for your Spirit, 
and he will be more pleafed with it than 
with any forced Referve that fhall break 
in upon it. The fetting out right, even 
in Trifles is all; what you are at firtt, 
you will continue: And it is not only 
your own Peace, which is the greateft of 
all Concerns, but the Opinion of your In- 
timates, for that is not a little Matter, 
C 4 will 
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(32 ) 
wil depend.upon it. One way or other 
their Sentiments will be communicated 
to the World; and they will prefage but 
ill of her Prudence, as well as Happinels, 
who fets out with Diffimulation. You 
will think this a Trifle ; but it is not fo 
in its Confequence. I have known many 
a Marriage prefage unhappily; and, from 
the Opinion that it would be fo, I have 
known it declared that it was; for the 
W orld is ready at Addition, from no more 
than fuch aCircumftance. It gives Rifeto. 
an Opinion that the Tempers are unlike, 
and that muft be a Source of Difquiet. J 
do not fay what might be neceffary, my 
Dear, if you were married to.an old 
Man, or to.one of a fevere and morofe 
Difpofition. 1 am not talking to all the. 
World, but te you: You are married to 
ayoung, a good-natured, and a.chear- 
ful Perfon : He will like in you what he 
approves in himfelf; and you will give him 
an Uneafinefs in affecting to become.re- 
ferved.. Iwould have you, for your own 
fake, avoid the leaft Tincture of Diffimu- 
lation : 




















































( 33.) 
lation: I know it is not in your Tempers 


but you are fo young, that you may plant 
any thing there: And, believe me, the 
flichteft Step makes way in a ftrange 
Manner for the greateft. You will have 
more Satisfaction in your own Mind from 
appearing always exactly what you are, 
and you will preferve by it an Efteem 
from your’ Acquaintance, which wil] as 
furely as their Sufpicions, make its way 
into the World. 


It will be natural for you, my Dear, 
befide accidentally intrufting your more 
intimate Acquaintance with your Senti- 
ments, to do it purpofely ; but, though 
it is natural, it is wrong: Avoid it, my 
Dear. The minuteft things that concern 
a Hufband and his Wife may be {welled 
into Incidents of Confequence. Little 
things may make the beft Friends Ene- 
mies, and then the fligheft Hint will 
ferve as a Foundation for Volumes. T 
do not only guard you againft giving 
Breath to the leaft Sufpicion or. Difgutt 
with 
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(r 34 ) 
with regard to your Hufband; I would 
preferibe as ftrict a Silence in xegard-to 
the. Circumftances of Joy.. You.can only, 
be, tempted to this by the afking Advices 
but few -will be able, and. yet. fewer-will 
be ingenuous enough to give it. Ifyou 
want Counfel in any Point which L-have 
emitted to. name in thefe Letters, come 
to me., You will have a double Advan- 
tage in this: You will be fure of honeft 
Counfel; and you will be fure that the 
Secret .is not. betrayed.. I am nota 
Stranger to the thoufand Anxieties which 
attend a Match where there is real Af 
fection: I am;not ignorant that even the 
Satisfaction may be too great. to be con- 
cealed: ‘There are very few who are fit, 
or who. are worthy to be entrufted with 
either. Your neareft Relations, and thofe 
of moft Experience, are the moft proper; 
and things which appear new to you, are 
to them fo familiar, that they will give 
you Quiet,in a Moment. 


There 

























































There is another Particular with regard 
to your moft intimate Acquaintance, con 
cerning which I muft not be filent; fince 
I have feen the Peace of many Families, 
otherwife beyond the Reach of Accidents, 
facrificed to it. If you have among them 
one which your Hufband treats with a 
particular Regard, or one who is more 
than ordinarily attentive to him, find an 
Opportunity of dropping the Acquain- 
tance on the firft Difcovery ; fo will you 
fave the Peace of yourfelf, her, and your 
Huftand. Do not miftake me fo far, 
my Dear, as to fuppofe I am thinking 
any thing criminal would be the probable 
Confequence of this Particularity; bur 
it'is enough to you that it is poffible you 
might fufpéedt, at forne time, and from 
fome Circumftance, that there was, or 
that ‘there might be: This would imme- 
diately deftroy both your Peace and his. 
If you'had taken up the Sufpicion ever 
fo imprudently, you would find Occa- 


fons of keeping it alive as effectual, al- 
C 6 though 
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( 36) 
though as unfair; and whether you con- 
cealed. or whether you difclofed it, the 
E.vent would be the fame. If kept within 
your own Breaft, it would prey upon 
your Peace; if difclofed, it: would. pro- 
voke your Hufband. If kept unknown 
to him, it would ftill give a Tinéture of 
Diftruct with regard tovall that he fhould 
fay that appearcd affectionate ; And he 
who truly loved you, and who. had a 
Right to be believed in faying that he 
did fo, could not bear that; fo that the 
moft prudent Condudct would ftill leave 
it- fatal: But if you. fhould, from any 
idle Circumftance which your Jealoufy 
had wrefted into a Meaning that it had 
not, at any time have plainly. accufed him 
with it, you forfeit all his Regard from 
that Moment. Men but very ill bear the 
being fufpected, even when they are 
cuilty; when innocent, it is intolerable 
to.them.. They think theresis.a Merit 
in Conftancy, and, asthe. World goes; 
it is fo rare a Virtue, that Man may be 
allowed to take fome Pride in it ; at leaft 
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it is @ Merit that you muft be fenfible it 
will be a,Pain .to him to lofe unde- 
fervedly. 


Men bear Sufpicion, my Dear, [tell you, 
but very. ill, evenwhen they are guilty; you 
may know from, this how they will bear 
it when they are innocent. A prudent 
Wife, even: if fhe: found. -her, Hufband 
falfe to her, »would fhut her Eyes to the 
Difcovery, .knowing that, to, reproach is 
but to harden him... Surely then you will 
fee it.as an ACh of the greateft Improprie- 
ty to, be fufpicious without Caufe , and. as 
this. will naturally happen. from an;in-+ 
dulged Intimacy, fuch as I have .men- 
tioned, although an innocent one, you 
will fee no Gaution can be too creat, nor 
any time too early to take it up. 


_ J have advifed you, my deareft ***, to 
be very cautious of the firft Difpute, I 
mut perfift im my earneft Admonition to 
you to. be.as careful to avoid the firft 


Sufpicion. You will fee, by the Occa- 
fions 





























fions which T have fuppofed the moft pro- 
bable'to produce them, though’ on both 
Sides innocently ; that Ilook upon’ you 
to be Perfons who truly love one another: 
This is the Cement of all Happinefs in 
the married State, therefore preferve it 
againitall that are but poffible Attempts. 


Every one is proud of being theught 
a good Hnfband, becaufe it is the greateft 
Character of a worthy Man. © Every 
Man, very few excepted, poflefles> it at 
firft ; and every Man will take Pains>to 


_ preferve it as long ashe can. It is Dé- 


fpair, and not Difguft, that makes: fo 
many affect to defpife it. No one 
gives it up untill’ he can preferve it ‘id 
longer; and then, becaufe ‘he ‘cannot 
poffefs it, he calls it by ill Names. When 
once the Claim to this Title is given up, 
all: the good-natured Offices of the Huf- 
band are thrown off with it's ‘and’ he no 
longer attempts, or even wifhes to’ pleafe. 
You fee, my Dear, how much depends 
upon the keeping up this Character, 
: while 





while he.-poffeffés it, he will take fome 
Pains to deferve it: When he has loft 
the Name of it, he will abandon: the 
Reality: 


- Thereisnot lefs Danger, I fay, from the 
firftSufpicion, than from the firft Difpute; 
nor is the one to be lefs dreaded by her 
who would live happily with her “Huf- 
band: than the other... Every Man is:as 
fond of the Title of a faithful Hufband, 
as of that of a tender and affectionate one; 
and’ it is in this, as itis in the other, the 
Difficulty of maintaining’ the Character 
that makes it fo often be thrown up, and 
fo affectedly ridiculed); but, my deareft 
***) this Difficulty arifes from the Con- 
duct of the Wife, not of: the Hufband, 
and therefore it is in your Power to ob- 
viate and.to prevent the Danger. » While 
you. efteem him conftant, it will be of 
little Concern to him’ what the World 
fuppofes ; but as foon as you fufpect that 
he. is otherwife, he will be fo. It has 
been, faid of Women, that unyuft Sufpi- 
. cions 





















































( 40 ) 
eions have rendered them bad, when 
they would iotherwife have: been innocent. 
I hope it is not fo. - But with the Men 
you may be afiured the Obfervation has 
Weight. She who fufpects that fhe has 
a, falfe. Hufband,, and owns, that Sufpi- 
cion,, will. never have a true,one. 


There is fome Reftraint upon the Man 
who enjoys the good Opinion. of his 
Wifes and, to preferve it; he will avoid 
not only real but apparent Occafions of 
giving her. Sufpicion ;. that is, he» will 
avoid giving her the greateft of all Pains, 
and running the greateit of all Hazards of 
a Lifeof Wrangling. As foonas thisis for- 
feited, he becomes: carelefs; and not only 
gives her Sufpicion when there is, but 
when. there is not Caufe. All that he 
wilhed to preferve is loft, and ’tis in vain 
for him .to. think he can recover it. J 
have known,.in. the Courfe of my Life, 
my..deareit .***, many »a Hufband: re- 
claimed by the Moderation .of a Wife; 
and very many rendered abandoned by 


her 






























her unguarded Violence of Temper. 
Many. a one has relinquifhed a real In- 
trisue, from his, Wife’s avoiding, to dif- 
cover it. Many a one has thrown him- 
felf into a real one, by her Sufpicion of 
fuch as were imaginary. 


I would fain, my deareft ***, fet be- 
fore you the real State of what is called 
Inconftancy in Marriage, and Intrigue 
among ,Perfons of Character; for, it is 
very different from. | what is reprefented 
by fome, and 1s imagined by others to 
be fo. And I am afraid that not only 
the Peace of many Families, but the 
Virtue of fome private Perfons is facri- 
ficed to the Error. People, too. readily 
fall into, both, the. Suppofition and the 
Practice of that which is reprefented to 
them as common; when they would ba- 
nifh the Imagination from their Minds, 

and. much more. the Guilt from their 
Breafts,, if they were fenfible that an ill 
Woman of any Rank was, as fhe really 


is, a Monfter. 
Malice, 



























Malice, my dear ***, is much more 
frequent in the World than what it’re- 
prefents: You have been told of the 
Wife of this Man, and the Daughter of 
another ; of this Beauty, and that Co- 
quette ; of this Demure, and the other 
rattling Girl, having loft their Reputa- 
tions with this Captain, or that Rake. 
*Tis true, my Dear, that they have loft. 
their Reputations, and they have de- 
ferved to lofe them by their Imprudence ; 
‘but this is. all they have loft. They have 
not loft their Innocence, notwithftand- 
ing all the confident Reports which tell 
you fo. “You fee, ‘my Deareft, what they 
facrifice to their Want of Difcrétion; no 
lefs than’ their Charatters: and let this 
be a Warning ‘to you to avoid the Oc- 
cafions, even’ the’ moft remote ‘ones of 
Scandal. Wherever there is Beauty there 
is Envy, and wherever there is Envy 
there will be Malice and Invention joined 
with it. You fee what a Precipice it is, 
that the Indulgence of Nature has fet 
you 




































( 43) 
you upon, and watch your Steps ac- 
cordingly. She who is innocent will 
indeed have the Peace of her own Mind 
to comfort her; but fhe will forfeit very 
much who has not Difcretion. 


I have mentioned this to fhew you what 
is the real Danger of giving way unto 
thofe Giddinefies of Temper that betray 
Women of Charaéter to the Cenfures of 
the World: But,.as I told you, real 
Vice is not common, and, among the 
Multitudes who. are fufpected, fhe that 
truly deferves the Sufpicion is one in tea 
thoufand. 


The young Men, before they-think of 
marrying, fall into the Snares, of thofe 
artful Creatures whom you {ee -at, every 
public Place, and they find Reafon to 
repeat their Folly. When. they after- 
wards marry, they fee thefe Creatures in 
the hateful Light in which they ought to 
view them; not as Objects of Defire, 
but of Difguft, The Thought of being 
out of the way of their Allurements is 
As one 


























one of the great Motives they find to 
marry; and they will never, unlefs pro 
voked and urged to it by the Sufpicions; 
by the Pitted: or by the pak degrada: of 
a Wife, return to them. 





As tothe Women of Fafhion,* or of 
Character, Sufpicion may find “many 
ways to reach them ; but actual Ill fearce 
any. It is impoffible that a Woman edu- 
cated in the Principles of Modefty and 
Virtue can give them up with’ Eafe: 
And éven if fhe no longer was kept from 
ill by her Reverence of Virttie, the Fear 
ef the Confequences of Vice would deter 
her. Befide, if all thefe Confidera- 
tions were of no Weight, where are the 
Opportunities? *Tis eafy to imagine; 
but it would be very difficult to find 
them. You’ maybe affured, my Dear, 
that of the thoufand Reports you hear/of 
this kind, hardly one is ‘true. You may 
be affured, that whenever fuch a Fall 
from Virtue happens, it is foon difco- 
vered: All Eyes are watchful, and Lovers 

: | are 
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are, unwary. . The _Difcovery, is_ pro- 

claimed, and you know the Confequen- 

ces. If you will confider, my Dear, how 

feldom this really happens, in Proportion 

to the Number of the Reports you hear 

of it, you will join with me in believing 
how. little Credit ought to be paid to 
thofe Reports; and you will find how 
little Reafon you will have ever to fufpect 
your Hufband ; and what Improbability 
there is that the Women of Virtue and 
Character with whom you are acquainted 
fhould give you that Occafion. 


You will thus be taught to do Juftice 
to your Hufband, and.to them, in cafe 
of any the moft {trong Appearances, 
fhould there be fuch, of Sufpicion; but 
there is alfo a Juftice which you owe to 
yourfelf, which is to prevent the firft 
Approaches of that Sufpicion. I can be- 
lieve that your Prudence would be a 
great Safeguard to you after this Ex- 
planation ;. but Love has many Eyes, and 


Fear will fhut out Prudence. Although 
2 I 
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( 46) i 
T have told you how impofible it is that 
any Perfon of Virtue fhould give you" 
Caufe of jut Sufpicion; yet, when? I 
recollect your Fondnefs.for your #uf- 
band, I can fee that many things may” 
give you unjuft Caufe, and thar will not 
give you lefs. Pain, or be produttive of 
lefs fatal Confequénces, ~F did not: tell 
you that you would ‘have, or that you 
could have, Caufe to think meanly of any 
who vilit you; but you may do it with- 
out Caufe; and as this would injure them 


as well as you, there is no Care too great 
to be taken in order to avoid it. 


It will'very probably happen that fome 
one of your Atcquaintance will be the 
particular Favourite of your Hufband ; 
not the. moft handfome of them,. for 
that rarely happens, and. will, be lefs 
likely to: happen in this Cafe; becaufe, 
without Flattery, you will fet them. in 
an indifferent Light in. this Refpect: 
They are not always the beft Faces that 
are the Favourites with Men who have 
1x0 
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no Defign. ‘There is an Air of Free- 
dom: and good Humour which manyhave 
the Art.to put on, that want the Charms 
of Perfon; and this always takes with 
the Men who mean-no ill, beyond all 
other Allurements., F have known: many 
a Party, among whom the Leaft Agree- 
able has been the Favourite; and in all 
Probability, if it ever happen that you 
are,tempted to be uneafy about the Civi-- 
lities of your Hufband to any of your 
own Intimates, ’twilk turn. on fuch a 
one as this. If this prove the Cafe, 
you will know, in the firft Obfervation, 
what it is: that you are, and what you 
are not, to fufpecb;, but you muft, if 
you value your own Repofe, my Dear, 
although:fyou fear lefs, be not the lefs 
upon your Guard. It will be eafy for 
you to find fome Opportunity of dropping 
the Acquaintance:at firft,: and’ the eafier 
andlefs fufpectedly, becaufe the Intent of 
your doing it willbe fecret. “By the Cau- 
tion I have laid-down, you: will: be the 
firft Perfon. who fhalldeeit.. You will be 


alarmed 
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( 48°) 
alarmed hot only before your Hufband’ 
fees, but ‘before ‘your Rival is’ confcious’ 
that fhe is preparing’ the Mifchief; and 
he will neither ‘regret the Incident ‘that 
breaks ‘the: Acquaintance, nor have the 
moft remoft Guefs at the’Caufe. 

' a : ? 

Tis thus, my ‘earelt ***,) a sood 
and prudent Wife will always- ftudy to 
preferve the Affection of her Hufband : 
Tis thus that fhe will’prevent’ the Occa- 
fions of eftranging it: She will obviate 
the Mifchief, that it would be in vain 
for Her to labour to remedy, if they: 
were once formed and fhe will prevent 
thofe IHs, which it would be out of her: 
Power to remedy. ‘Faults are ftubborn 
things ' but: Tendencies to Faults, my: 
Dear, are eafily removed. Men are obiti- 
nate when they are engaged in any Courfe 
of Ill, or butiof a wrong kind ;'.and they 
fuppofe it an Affront,.to their Under-» 
f{tandings:to be perfuaded out of it bya 
Woman: But they are eafy while under 
the Road to what is wrong; and altho’ 
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no Power could drag them from the cer- 
tain Ruin, when engaged in it, and the 
Event of one Attempt to do it would be 
fatal to your Peace. They may be led 
with Eafe by Prudence and Good-humour 
out of the Road to it; and the Inten- 
tion, even if “fhould not fucceed, will be 
the Occafion of no Harm. 


I have written you a very long Letter, 
my Dear; but ’tis on a very important 
and interefting Subject: And as I know 
your own Underftanding will be more 
powerful with you than my Influence, | 
direct my Thoughts more to the Side 
of Reafon than of Authority. Iwouldcon- 
vince you, my Dear, and then I know I 
fhall fucceed: And by explaining to you, 
fo far as my Experience has given me 
Opportunity, the Views and Motives of 
the feveral Perfons with whom your 
Concern will be, I rather with to open 
your Eyes than to direct you ; and would 
have nothing appear my Advice in this, 
that is not already your own. 
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_I have often obferved. that the leaft 
agreeable Women have. engroffed; the 
greateft Part of the Mens Attention and 
Regard, ‘They throw. themfelves into 
the way of it. The Beauty is fuppofed 
out of Reach, and fhe indeed. places 
herfelf fo, and lofes half her. Conquetts 
by her Referve; but thofe who have lefgs 
Right to be admired, have. more Am- 
bition to it, and they cultivate the Occa- 
fions of it as much as others neglect them. 
If I did not know, you. better. than. to 
fuppofe you needed the Caution, I thould 
warn you againft Coldnefs, and. Indiffe- 
rence toward. your Hufband; for this is 
the Fault that generally opens ,the way 
to the Conqueft made by. a lefs. amiable 
Object: But I know you love him, and 
that you fee it as a Duty, not.only to do 
fo, but to profefs the doing it. Perfe- 
vere, my Dear, tn that Refolution,;. ’tis 
not only a Duty, but. a, Virtue,. and it 
will bring you abundant Reward,.. This 
alone, my deareft ***, will fet. you, above 


all 
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all Occafions of Jealoufp; and fee that 
you are not jealous without Occafion. 
Indeed you’ are in Perfon upoh an Equa- 
lity-at leaft with any Woman, ‘and this 
Conduct, which, if you were not, would 
place you fo; will, asyouare, give you. 
a certain Pre-eminence. ° Adieu, 


Yours moft affectionately, 
ek 
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Of the' Continuance of Affection. 


Have begun miy Advice to you, my 

- deareft***,, with the ceremonial: Part 
of a beginning married Life, and with 
the Obligations: under which. that’ will 
lay you, and the Dangers to which it will 
expofe you. This-was the proper Part of 
your Conduct to:be firft confidered;: be- 
caufe it would firft’ offer’ itfelf to: you in 
the’ating ; but thefe, although the mioit 
immediate, are not the greateft Con- 
cerns.. There are, my Dear, Duties that 
D 2 have 
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have no Dependance upon Fafhion, nor 
any Connexion with the Cuftoms of any 
particular Time. Thefe I fhall fpeak 
of one by one, and go through with you 
all the Stages of the Life on which you 
are entered, and point out to you all the 
Advantages that will. attend a proper 
Regard to them, and all the Danger that 
will arife from their Neglect. Thefe 
things, my deareft ***, are unalterable, 
as the Differences between Right and 
Wrong, upon which they depend: And 
as no Time can alter, fo can no Station 
of Life acquit. you. from the Attention 
that is due to them: thefe are calculated 
for the Advantage of the Great and 
Little, the Rich and Poor alike will pro- 
fit of them, or fuffer for the Neglect of 
them ; and_all the Difference of Degrees 
with relation.to them is, that as the Wife 
will moft fee the Importance of their Ob- 
fervation, they will obferve them moft, 
and be. the moft fenfible of their Ad 

vantages. 7 
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Among the’ Duties between the Huf- 
band and the Wife, the firft is Affection. 
The preferving this is the moft effential 
of all Concerns ; for this being the Band 
of all the Union, on this depends the 
Happinefs that fhall attend it; and that 
will not only be loft by the Neglect of 
it; but it will be more and more com- 
pleat, in Proportion as the Attention to 
this Concern is more and more in- 
violable. 


I would not attempt fo rafh a thing as 
to prefcribe Law to thofe who have it 
not already. ‘There is no one, and you 
know it, holds*in fo much Contempt 
the general Opinion, that -Perfons of 
cood Tempers will love one another af- 
ter they are married, if they were indif- 
ferent before. Although I am now paft 
the Difturbances of that Paffion, I have 
a Remembrance of its Influence enough 
to let me know that it will never be 


where it isnot voluntary and natural. And 
D 3 it 
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tis for this Reafon that I have differed 
with all our Family, and with all the 
Families of Prudence, as they call them- 
felyes, in the World, about thofe Mar- 
riages which are made by Parents, and 
in which thofe who. are moft concerned 
have no Bufinefs but Compliance. 


I do affure you.that this Match of 
yours, advantageous, to you, and ‘ho- 
nourable to us as.itis, would have been 
coolly looked upon by me, if it had been 
propofed to us before you heard of it ; 
but your Hutband. is.of worthier Prin- 
ciples, , He expected your Heart as the 
principal Parts of his’ Agreement, and 
you gave it freely. Ido not wonder. at 
you, for he deferved it... I. know that he 
poflefles it entirely; and, for your.own 
fake, as well.as, for, his, I hope, and I 
believe, he will always poflefs it...I would 
not. have advifed you, umy Dear, to begin 
to love your Hufband, or to try to love 
him; but I. do recommend it to you moft 
fervently and moft-earneftly to’ continue 
to 

















































( 55) 
to do fo, and not to let this be a Work 
of Chance, but of Confideration. 


You tell ‘me, in the Fulnefs of your 
innocent and grateful Heart, that al- 
though you always loved him tenderly, 
he is now much dearer to you than be- 
fore you was: married. I do not doubt 
itg Child: *tis natural it fhould be fo, 
and he deferves it of you: But beware, 
my Dear, that you continue to love him 
thus as long as he deferves it. Ihave 
that Opinion of him, that, in doing 
this, I am affured you will love him 
thus for ever: But this muft be from 
Reafon, and muft notexpected to happen 
from only Fancy, or from Accident. 
The A flection which has this Fouridation 
a Breath will blow away: The Whifper 
of fome Enémy will undermine it; or 
the weak Sufpicion, falfe at it can be, 
of fome bufy Friend, deftroy it. 


Truft not your Happinefs to fuch a 
flight Security ; it is of too much Va- 
Dea lue, 
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due. Hear me, my Dear, with Modera- 


tion and with Patience. Although your 
Liufband does deferve from you all that 
it is poffible to think . that Man®can 
deferve from. Woman; yet fome Part 
at leait of . your prefent .T ranfport 
is to. be attributed. to Novelty... Take 


_ Care that is not toc much. Diftinguith 


what Part of it is of that Origin, and. be 
hot too much given up toit. Things of 
lictle Value will charm us. when they 
firlt prefent themfelves ; .but all their 
Grace wears: off upon Acquaintance. 
There are undoubtedly fomeAllowances 
to be made for. the Newnefs of your pre- 
fent Life, among. the Many . that. you 
owe to its real Advantages, Diftinguith. 
thefe, and treat them as they are; as 
Flowers that charm the Senfes while they 


ate frefh, but that will quickly lofe their 


Perfume and their Colour. ?Tis pleaf- 
ing to you to have fhook off the Yoke, 
light as it was, of Subjeétion to your 


Relations: You arecharmed to be theMit- 


trefs of aFamily. Youowethefe things to 
your 





















































CDP 
your Hufband, and therefore it is na- 
tural for you to be pleafed with him 
while you remember, and while you feel 
them; but, my Dear, you would have 
owed thefe to any other Hufband: And 
there is enough: in him you have mar- 
ried that is particular for you to efteem 
and refpect. Throw not therefore away 
your Attention upon things that are com- 
mon. You are pleafed to have a Right 
to the Affection of the Man whom you 
have chofen from all the World: This 
alfo you would have had, whofoever had 
been your Hufband : Do not therefore 
Jet this come into the Articles of the 
Account of your Happinefs: It is not 
worthy. But remember that you have 
a Right to the Heart of a Man of Virtue 
and of Honour, who does, and who will 
always love you ; and you will then place 
the Advantage where you ought for your 
own Happinefs to place it, not on the 
State, but on the Perfon; not on the 
having a Hufband, but on the hav- 
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ing, this. Hufband : and this is worthy 
‘Triumph, 


You with to. preferve that Happinefs 
which you enjoy. I have told you, that 
as the Foundation of itis the AffeGion 
ef your Hufband,..the preferving that 
Paffion will, be the Means to. perpetu- 
ate the Confequences,. To this your 
own Affection, firmly, placed, and on, all 
Occafions, fhewn to him, > will be the 
ereateft, and almoft the only Step, With- 
out this nothing can preterve it :, With 
this there is {caree any, thing can fhake ir, 


I know this,, my; Dear, is your Intent, 


and.it will be the natural Fruit cf your In- 


clination; but let it be alfo the Eruit of 
your Judgment. It is an unforced, an 
unbiafed Affection, that you, have to 
him, therefore it. is natural, and. there 
can be no great Difficulty-in the continu- 
ing it, . You, have engaged yourlelf by 
the: moft folemn ‘Fies that, it fhall becon- 
tinued, 
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fihtied, and therefore it is alfo a Duty, 
You have the Voice of Prudence to au- 
thorize it, and you have the Command 
of Géd to enforce it. I do not produce 
4li théfe Forms of Obfervation becaufe 
{ fearthateventheleaft ofthem alone would 
be fufficient at this time to bind you: for 
you now are given uptotally to your A ffec- 
tion: But remember that there will be a 
Time, when that which now charnis with 
its Novelty will be familiar : When there 
may be Accidents to fhake it, that do 
not now offer; and that it will then be 
a Time when it is lefs able to refift them. 
Eftablifh it, my Dear, as it ought to be 
now, andit will not be then ovefthrown. 
Reinember that the Love which Marriage 
authorifes, and which it fhould infpire, 
is not a Flight of idle Fancy, wild, ir- 
regular, and uncertain: It mutt be firm, 
perfect, and inviolable: It muft be the 
Fruit of Confideration, as well of Ima- 
gination ; and it muft be known as a 
Virtue, as well as a Compliance. “ Con- 
vince yourfelf at this time, my Deat, 
. D 6 how 
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how ‘clofely and how firmly you» are 
united. That you have made yourfelves 
Poffeffors of one Fortune, and that-you 
ought to have but one Inclination, and 
one Heart. Remember that it is not a 
cold Efteem alone that your Hufband 
has a Right to expect from you; that he 
might have claimed, and that he might 
have enjoyed as a Friend or an Acquain: 
tance: He has given you himfelf, his 
Fortune, and his. Love, and what is 
it that he afks you in return? Yours, 
He requires no more of you, and that 
neither Gratitude nor Reafon can with- 
hold from: him. The Price he has paid 
is great, and he muft have what he -has 
purchafed. The Manner in which he 
follicits it, deferves, were there no other 
Motive, to fucceed, and he muft not be 
difappointed. 


It is your Love that he expects, and 
that he merits. You tell me that he 
has it: Let him never doubt of this. 
‘It was your Duty, before you married, 
to 
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to be referved; but that Referve, which 
was then a Virtue, would be now a 
Fault. ‘There is a Merit in a well-placed 
Affection, and there is Praife in, that 
Opennefs. of Mind which owns it. All 
that endearing. Tendernefs.. that your 
Heart feels toward him, let your longue 
be ready to exprefs. He is generous, 
he is grateful, and he loves you: You 
cannot know what Tranfport fuch .a 
Man mutt feel from fuch Acknowledg- 
ments ; but you may be aflured from me, 
that it will bind him to you for ever. 


There is no Advice that I can give 
you, my dear ***, but muit, be under- 
ftood within its proper Regulations. All 
that you can beitow upon him of this 
gentle and this elegant Affection, is nat 
too much; but it muft be only to his 
own Ear that you-deliver it, While 
your Heart burns for him at every Mo- 
ment, while you idolize him, while you 
doat upon. him, preferve the Modefty 
of your Sex in Public;,and let no one, 

no 
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no not your moft intimate Acquaihtancé 
be in the Secret of your Heart éthé# 
wife than by your genéral Declarations: 
As nothing is fo honourable to a Wife 
as Fondnefs of her Hufband when alone, 
nothing is fo unbecoming when there aré 
Witnefies to it. "Tis an Offence againtt 
your Company, and it may be fufpécted 
by your Hufband, becaufe you may have 
Defigns in it, and may do it to obtain 4 
Character, which to you may feem, altho’ 
it is not fo in Reality, an amiable éne. 
There is nothing which ought to feta 
Woman fo low with her Hufband 4s this 
proitituted Fondnefs ; there is nothing that 
will fet her fo low in the Eye of the World. 
That which is thus oftentatious, may be 
affected ; that which is fecret, muft be 
real. | 
You are happy in having a Hufband 
not deficient in Underftanding. This 
is one, but indeed what is not ore, of 
thofe Incidents in which’ you will have 
Proof of it!) “There® aré* Men “of thas 
weak’Turn, that they expect this avowed 
Ten- 
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Tendernefs of a Wife, and have a Pride 
in fhewing others that a Woman of Vir- 
tue has a Fondnefs for them: But this 1s 
not, your Cafe. He who is, and who; 
I hope, and I perfuade myfelf will be; 
always happy with you, thinks with more 
Juftice and Propriety. He knows this 
is a Circumftance which concerns himfelf 
alone, and he will with to poffefs the 
Senfe of it to himfelf. ’Tis happy that, 
in order to pleafe him, nothing is: re- 
quired of you but what you will-chufe 
to do; but it is thus in all things where 
People of Senfe and Virtue have to deal 
with one another. 


I have entered at large into the Rea- 
fon of this important Admonition, be- 
caufe you: with to-be eonvineed, not bare- 
ly to be told what is right; and, being 
conyinced, I know that you will be un- 
fhaken in your Obfervance. Be complai- 
fant, but be indifferent to your Hufband 
in. Public:..In Company be civil, but 
not free... This. will not only obtain you 
Refpect 
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Refpect from him, as well. as from all 
that fee you; but it will give a double 
Force to thofe Endearments which you 
are ready, which you. are eager to be- 
ftow, when you are.alone together. Yiou 
are to know, my deareft ***, that Love, 
however the Notion may be exploded 
among the weak and the unhappy Peo- 
ple of the prefent time, is yet the trues 
lafting, andthe only Source of Happi- 
nefs to the married. ’Tis {aid that it 
will create Love in the Perfon to whom 
it is directed, even if he had nothing of 
it before; but this I doubt,» ] have my 
particular Thoughts concerning that Paf- 
ion. Buthowever this may be, it concerns 
not you. . You do: not. want. to create, 
but to preferve, Affection; and you will 
eafily know that which could do. the ones. 
will do the other, 
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Ly Erk GR FE 
On Weaknefles of Temper. 


Lthough I have recommended it 

to you, my deareft ***, to have 

the firft-and greateft Care upon the Sub- 
jet of that Affection which firft united 
you and your worthy Hufband; I do 
not mean that this Confideration fhould 
{wallow up all others. Though I have 
mentioned it to you as a firft Care, Ido 
not mean to place it asthe only Object of 
your Attention. | This is the Principal , 
but there area thoufand others, and thofe 
not lefs certain in their Effects, although 
thofe Effects are of lefs immediate Im- 
portance. Take care of all things; the 
Object of your Concern deferves that 
Care, and will repay it: But thefe in 
particular have this farther Claim to your 
Notice, that without them the other 
cannot fubfift. You will afk what are 
they? There are many, and you fhall 
Know-them all. I only awake your At- 
tention 
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tention firft, that you may not pafs them 


over with a carelefs Eye, or think them 
Trifles. 


I have always fpoken of your HufBand 
as a Man of an excellent Temper ; ‘but I 
donot mean by this ‘that he is perfec. 
No Man is fo. All Tempers, and all 
Difpofitions ‘have their Weaknefies 3 nor 
is he without his. Perhaps T have not 
difcovered what it is; perhaps there ave 
feveral, and I havé feén bat one of thent. 
You know him better. You will have 
Opportunities of ftudying ‘him «more: 
Do it’; for it is of Importance. 


Obferve from ‘time to’ timé what ate 
the ‘Faults ‘of your own Temper, and> 
while you are upon your Guard to ors 
rect thefe, fee whether he alfo have the 
fame. Regard the Faults of other Per- 
fons Tempers who are of his Age and 
Rank, confider which of them, if any 
of them, are his. When you have dif- 
covered this, do not look upon him: the 
worie 
































worfe for iz, I tell you, you yourtelf, 
and I, and all People, are fubject to 
them. J do not bid you enquire into 
them to leffen your Efteem ; but to guard 
your Peace. 


There is one general Foible in all Peo- 
ple of your Age and his. J think you 
are lefs fubjeé to it than any body that 
I know ; and I am not, upon my Know- 
ledge, able to fay that he has much of 
it; but yet it is univerfal: itis a Difpo- 
fition eafily ruffled and difconcerted, Avc- 
cording to the Degree in which People 
pofiels this Weaknefs, they have the 
Title of being paffionate, or of being 
peevith. Both thefe are Characters which 
Thope neither of you do, or ever will, 
poffefs; for they are very faulty. But 
fomething approaching toward thefe; 
fomething on the Foundation of which 
thefe Extremes are built, is natural to 
all young People, and is the unavoidable 
Fruit of Inexperience. If you find any 
thing approaching toward this in your- 

| felfs 
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felf, correct and. get the better of it in 
time; for there is nothing that will fo 
certainly eftrange and alienate’ the ‘Af 
fection of your: Hufband from you. 
His Temper is not at all of lef Con 
fequence to you than your own, and 
you muft ftudy it as carefully. If you 
fee any Tendency to this in him, be 
areful on every Occafion to attempt the 
weanjng him from it. And do this not 
by Advice (for Men do not willingly 
receive that from: Women) but by Ex- 
ample. Let him fee, whenever you are 
tempted to be hafty, that you get the 
better of it, that it may not give ‘him 
Uneafinefs; let him fee how you do it 
and on this. Occafion, though I do not 
think it advifeable for you to be too free 
in praifing yourfelf; yet, on this: Occa- 
fion, I would advife you te do it: He 
will fee your Conduét is truly amiable , 
and-he will not only fee that it is eafy, 


but that it is agreeable, to follow the 
Example, 
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{ do not prefcribe this, my Deareft, 
as regarding your Conduct toward one 
another ; for I fhould be very much con- 
cerned to hear that you had ever gone fo 
far as to need an Apology, or even to 
need the Caution I have mentioned with 
regard to what has pafled between your- 
{iives; but let your Family, your Friends, 
and your Acquaintance afford the Oppor- 
tunities. Advice, even in this cautious 
Garb of Example, when it concerns 
yourfelves, is brought too home: And, 
while you may be in the right in propof- 
ing your own Conduct as a Pattern, there 
is fome Degree of Superiority afiumed, 
and fome Degree of Reproach conveyed’ 
inthe Example... Let him fee your af- 
fable and your prudent Behaviour to- 
ward others in things which might have 
given Offence, or which might have oc- 
cafioned Difguft, and he will honour and 
efteem. you for.it...He will ‘know, by 
this, how very cautious you will, be of. 
taking Offence at any thing that might 
} 7 be 
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be made a Ground of it in him; and he 
wilbfee the Conduct in fo amiablera Light, 
that he wiil-in fecret refolve to imitate it. 
This is) all you have to wifh: Expect 
hine not to: make Profeffions ; it is be- 
neath him-to'do fo: and thofe who doit 
break them. 


Here, my deareft ***; is. before: you 
the plain, the palpable, and> the: certain 
Way to prevent thes leaft Approach: to 
Diffatisfactions between you's and ’tis 
impoflible that you fhould know how: 
much depends upon your carefully pur- 
fuing it. Dread: like the. fevereft Mif- 
chief the firft Uneafinefs that may. happen 

etween youand your Fiufband:;: for” it 
is fuch. No: matter! how: little. it bes: 
*tis fomething : And things, when they 
have once got Footing,’ eafily inoreafe. 
Fhere is: a Pride in’ never having: dif- 
agreed; preferveand fupport it. ?Twill 
be of “all: Guards the’ greateft\ againit 
falling into the Error. 


You 
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You who have no. Vices: (for I am 
fure you have noice, and I could almoft 
fay I am fure that he hasnone) can find 
no other way of difpleafing one another 
but by fome little Difference of this kind. 
Pride is the Root of all this; get the 
better of that firft: And dread: as well’as 
hate Obftinacy in Opinion in yourfelf, 
as much as you would dread it in him. 
Remember that in Trifles it.matters not 
which is right, which) wrong, if your 
Opinions: differ ; and:it:is only in Trifles 
that they can differ. Remember that it 
is worth while to give up a thoufand of 
thefe Miftakes (for you. may. be fure 
your Opinions will generally be Miftakes 
when you differ from your Hufband) ra- 
ther than to run the leaft Rifque of giving 
him Offence. By-this cautious Conduct 
you will make him, cautious: He will 
love you for the Care you fhew to pleafe 
him, and he will! return it:im an equal 
Care to, give you Pleafure. Suppofe that 
you were in the right; it isnot likely, 
but 
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but fuppofe it was fo, it will not pleafe 
him that you make him own it; and 
what is the Triumph, in Proportion to 
the Satisfaction! Is it not better to be in 
the wrong, and to have him not difpleafed 
about it? 


Thefe, my deareft ***, are the Rules 
by which you will avoid the making the 
leaft Approaches toward a Difagreement ; 
and by which you will improve his Con- 
duct as well as your own, and obviate all 
the probable Means that might lead to 
the leaft Appearance of it on his Part, 
But. though you will, by this, obviate 
all the probable, you will, neither: by 
this, nor by any other Method, prevent 
all the poffible Occafions of fuch: Ap- 
proaches toward it as may alarm you. 
Do not fuppofe by this, my Dear, that 
I reflect upon the Temper of your Huf- 
band, as not fo good as your own. I 
proteft to you, that in this, as in all other 
Cautions which regard Offence on. his 
Side, I {peak of Mankind: in general . 
when 
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when I mention him. You have no Con- 
cerns, but what are alfo his; nor are there 
any Subjects of your Converfation in 
which he is not included. But ’tis not 
fo on the other Part: He has a thou- 
fand things to regard, with which you 
have no Concern; and thefe, unknown 
to you, may difturb and ruffle his Tem- 
per. Accidents in his Affairs, or a thou- 
fand other Occurrences, which his very 
Love for you will make him keep wholly 
from your Knowledge, may. diforder 
him ; and when his Mind is difcompofed 
by thefe, or when it is but much em- 
ployed by them, his Inattention, or his 
Dilregard to what is faid on fome trifling 
Occafion, may amount to Peevifhnefs. 


Here, my deareft ***, is a new Scene 
in which you are to act; and it will re- 
quire all the Addrefs and all the Com- 
pofure which are within the Command 
of your Temper, and of your Under- 
{tanding. I have hitherto mentioned 
theie little Differences and Diflatisfactions 

i as 
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as what you were to forefee, and being 
acquainted with what are their general 
Occafions, to prevent. You now fee 
them in the Light of prefent and begun; 
ho matter how very little they are, no 
matter how trivial the Beginning.’ “Any 
Diftafte, any Beginning is too much, 
and according to your own Management, 
for now it lies wholly with you, will be- 


come a thing of the greateft Importance, 


or it will fhrink to nothing. He who 1s 
pettith at a Trifle, becaute his Mind is 
difcompofed, will, for the fame Reafon, 
be exceptious at the leaft Notice of ‘it. 
Fie is uneafy, and therefore he feels what 
is not, will’ he not therefore be alarmed 
at any thing that is ? 


lf you find your Hufband, ‘my deareft 
***) at any time, or on any Occafion, 
difeompofed, ‘attribute it not ‘to” any 
thing in yourfelf, or your own Conduct ; 
for | know that will not be'the Occafion, 
fince it will not give: him any: Under- 
ftand it as the Lffech-or fome erofs Acci- 
dent, 
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dent, which his AffeGion, not to give 
you Pain, keeps from your Knowledge. 
Thus will your own confcious Innocence 
give him no Occafion of Sufpicion. If 
it be poffible, let him not fee that you 
difcover this: But remember what it 
is, and what is the Occafion, and you 
will know what you owe to him who 
will not make you Partner. in his Un- 
cafinefics, and how you ought to behave 
to him whofe Difquiet: carries . fuch 
Claim: to your Concern, 


_ Ifyou fee him in general only thought- 
ful: and. difcompofed, underftand this-aé 
the Occafion: And if at’ any time a 
peevifh Word drop from him, affure 
yourfelf this is its Orgin. Do not enquire 
why he fpeaks fo ; do not feem to know 
that he does; but in your own Behaviour 
do every thing to footh and to compofe 
his’ Temper. I have convinced you that 
he deferves this from you, and it will 
fucceed. He will fee your Tendernefs 
and Affetion a Balm. for’every Wound 


Fi ee of 
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of adverfe Fortune; your Lovea Com: 
penfation for every unlucky Incident that 
may occur to him. 


It is: a Cuftom, too generals a one 
with Wives, when the Man’ they love, 
or but pretend to love, appear uneafy, 
to fpeak of it, to prefs to know the Rea- 
fon, and to follicit every Article of an 
Explanation ; but though this is univer- 
fal, it is wrong: Nothing can be more 
wrong. If the Caufe of his Silence be 
from the generous Principle I have told 
you, he will ‘be made more uneafy ‘by 
the Sollicitation, and ’tis’a Pain» that 
ought not be given him + If otherwile, 
he has his Reafons for his Silence ; or 
be it but his Fancy, ’tis no Crime. He 
has a Right to what Conduct pleafes 
him, and it will make: him: peevifh to 
oppofe it. The fame Cautions, and from 
the fame Reafons, plead againft the! urg- 
ing an Explanation of any pettifh Word 
that may by Chance drop from him. Do 
rot deceive yourfelf fo far, my Dear, as 
to 








Cm) 
to fuppofe it is always Affection. which 
dictates this idle and ungrateful Importu- 
nity: Even if it were from. Affection, 
*tis an ill Fruit of it; but, in general, 
*tis merely Curiofity. This is prevalent 
in all of us by Nature; but ’tis a Source 
of univerfal Evil.. Beware of it in-alj 
things, my Dear; but in nothing -be 
more ware of it than in this. | 


The Writers on Morality have faid, in 
their Cautions againft this Source of Dif- 
quiet in the married Life, that the Huf- | 
band.and Wife fhould never be both an- | 
gry together; that when one is out of. 
‘Femper, the other fhould be filent.. But 
this is talking in the general: *Tis right, 
*tis wife, and it was perhaps as much as a 
Reclufe locked up in his Study could ar- 
rive to know ;. but thofe who live among 
the World are acquainted with a thou- 
{and Delicacies unknown to thofe remote 
Obfervers. . There is a Manner in doing 
things, in which as..much confifts. as in 
the. doing them: And.tis not fufficient 
ie that 
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that People are told what they are to des 
unlefs they are informed withal in what 
way they areto do it. Ihave added what 
mutt’ be Practice to their Speculation ; 
and T have pointed out to you every Step 
toward Uneafinefs, and every Step to- 
ward preventing it. Obferve them, my 
deareft Child ; you will owe to the Ob- 
fervance more than you at prefent can 
fuppofe. I fpeak from Experience, and 
I would make the Fruit of that Expe- 
rience yours. 


You have heard that Virtue 7s its own 
Reward, and there is a great deal of 
Truth in the Sentence; but Virtue, and 
every Step I have been prefcribing té 
you, is Virtue in a certain Degree; is not 
only a Reward unto itfelf, but it brings 
many Rewards with it. It is a fufficient 
Satisfation to good Perfons to know 
that they have done their Duty, and that 
will be your Satisfaétion in Confequence 
of a Conduct of this kind. But that is 
not all: You will not enly have ob- 
| tained, 
















































tained, by this, your own Approbation, 
but the Efteem of your Hufband.. Al- 
though you mean no Shew of the Good- 
nefs of your Behaviour, he will fee it. 
Although you make no Boaft. of your 
Concern, or your Affection, he: will dif- 
cover itali; and. he will be the more fa- 
tishied of it, becaufe itis of his own dif- 
covering. That which is boafted may 
be affected, or pretended; filent Virtue 
is always real. He will not only efteem 
you for this, but he will love you the 
more. Perhaps, in the Fulnefs of his 
Heart, he wili tell you that he faw it; 
that he was wrong, and that he reve- 
rences you for the Behaviour that bore 
with his Faults, and that reclaimed him, 
You will indeed have Reafon to rejoice 
nay, it is juft to triumph in this; but it 
will be in fecret. There is no Anfwer 
fit for you to make on fuch an Occafion. 


You mutt be filent. 
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Bey FR RD OVE 
On Difputes upon trivial Occafions. 


i Have faid to you, my deareft ***,, all 

that my Heart could dictate, and all 
that my: Experience could inform me-on 
the Subject of thofe Weaknefles of Tem- 
per, which even the beft are liable to, 
and which therefore you muft expect te 
find in the Perfon with whom you are to 
{pend your Life.» If I have feemed: to 
make little things too important in this 
Confideration, | it is my Care! for you, 
my Dear, that has enlarged them; but 
be affured that all that Encreafe is owing 
to nothing more than this, that, con- 
fidering in what Manner they might af- 
fect your Youth and Inexperience, I have 
feen them not only in their prefent Form, 
but in their Confequences.) This is a 
way thofe who are acquainted with the 
World have of judging, and you will 
one time fall into it. 


If 
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If I have cautioned you againft the 
Caufes and Springs of thofe Difagree- 
ments which render the Lives of fo many 
martied Perfons unhappy with an Earnett- 
nefs not. proportioned to the things 
themfelves, furely it has been not at all 
too great for the guarding you againit 
thofe Difagreements. Keep, I intreat 
yov, my Dear, all thofe Admonitions in 
your Mind, and you will avoid a thou- 
{and Difputes into which others would 
have fallen. But though I am affured 
you will, by this Means, efcape fo many 
Dangers, I do not fuppofe it a Certainty 
that you will be free from all. I look 
upon human Nature, under the ftricteft 
Regulations, as too imperfect to admit 
of Security ; and I think it pofible, al- 
though I hope it 1s unlikely, that,. after 
all this Care, you may be unhappy 
enough to’ fall into fome idle Mifunder- 
ftanding, I fhall think myfelf to have 
performed but half my Charge, if I leave 


you at a Lofs how to heal the Breach, 


E53 which 
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which I had taken fo much Pains to tell 
you how to avoid. 


As Tam confcious neither of you will 
do any thing ill, I fhall take it as aCer~ 
tainty that if ever any Difpute or Difagree- 
ment arife between you, it will be about 
a Trifle. A thoufand things may hap- 
pen to occafion a Diffatisfaction of ‘this 
kind ; but’ there is only one that can fo- 
ment or can preferve it, this isObftinacy: 
I know, my Dear, how mucli of this there 
i¢ ib hurnan Nature; I know how much 
éf it thereisin my own Sex 3 and therefore 
I cannot give too much Caution againft 
it. If ever an angry Word fhould have 
been returned, I intreat you, for every 
thing depends upon it, to confider what 
it is you are going’ to fay before: you 
fpeak the third. 


Yours, my dear ***, is the time:*at 
which Inftru€tion is not thrown aways 
"Fis jut at the Petiod'in which we now. 
are ne it can be of Ulex *Tis impofible 
3 often 
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often to reconcile thofe whofe Happinefs 
depends upon the Reconciliation ; - this 
alfo is a Fruit of Obftinacy, and as it is 
impoffible to be done, it is idle to attempt 
it: But ’tis eafy, at leaft I hope it is fo 
with Minds like yours, to prevent it,, 
and thereforel advife you. ‘The Matter is. 
of fo much Importance, that I cannot 
be too punétual in doing it. *Tis for 
this Reafon that I enter fo. minutely inte 
every Circumftance ; and that I fo. often 
break from the Thread. of my Advice 
upon particular Heads for general Cau- 
tions. Perhaps Iam tedious, but, my 
Dear, forgive me. I do not-think it too 
much Labour to write, do not you think. 
it much to read it. 


But I will return tomy Advice. Ihave 
obferved it muft be about fome Trifle 
that you difpute with your Hufband, if 
ever you difpute with him; and remem- 
ber what it is that this Trifle may colt 
you; his Good-will, and your Peace for 
Life. Is it worth while, my Dear, ta 
6. run 
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run the Venture? To be fure.it is not. 
Give it up at once, ,whatfoever it be; and 
- avoid a Danger that is fo difproportioned-. 
This will make an Advantage, evenout; 
of the thing that threatened you, -for he 
will know that he was in the wrong fooner 
irom your fubmitting, than for your de- 
fending thePoint, becaufehe will be-fooner 
cool; and, when he does fo} he will love 
you the more. Whether he:fuppofe that 
your Diffidence of your own; Opinion; 
when oppofed to his, would not let you 
find that he was fo; or whether, finding 
it, you placed .your Affection fo much 
higher than the Difcovery, that you .ne- 
glected to boaft of it. When you. are 
calm, your Hufband will always find he 
has been wrong in faying that which 
might difpleafe you... HisSenfeiof.this is all 
that can be neceflary, to your Happineis. 
Do not expect, or with him to confefs fo 
much; that is not eafy ; atts of no Con- 
fequence, and it will, put him: ,out,of 
‘Temper. 


There 
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There is*no trifling Difpute that will 
not be loft as foonas it appeared under 
the Influence of fuch a Conduct; and is 
not this a moft defirable Certainty? What 
With could you propofe to yourfelf fo 
much to your Advantage as the never 
while you live having the leaft Difeuft 
with your Hufband ? And this will give 
it you. What is it that you facrifice to 
purchafe this? Obftinacy. ’Tis nothing 
~more. A thing you are afhamed of; 
and that gives Pain to the Perfon who 
poffeffes it, as much as. to the Perfon 
againft whom it is preferved. 


This, my deareft ***, is the Confe- 
quence of conquering that Perverfenefs 
of Temper which might keep alive a 
Quarrel. Let us confider what could 
be the End of indulging it, and keeping 
up the Difpute. While it fubfifted you 
would make your Hufband uneafy ; and 
this the more, the more he loves you. 
Can you with to do this? Can you defire 
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( 86") 
to give Pain to a Perfon who is kind to 
you; or can you be fo ungenerous'as to 
take Pleafure in feeing that Pain, when 
you know. it is the Effect of that: Adfec~ 
tion? But fuppofing Pride, or Obfti- 
nacy,; or be it what it will, that is the 
mifchievous Caufe, could get the better 
of this Confideration,: which wyet swith 
you I am:affured it cannot fuppofing 
this could happen, ‘yet after all the Ne- 
elect with which this would be to treat 
the Peace of onewho ought 'to be dear to. 
you, would you have no Refpect unto 
your own? You may be aflured, my 
Dear, that -the Wife cannot be eafy; 
while the gives her Hufband Pain. Their 
Hearts are one, and fo muft be their 
Thoughts, if either are to be happy. 
Shewho gives Uneafinefs to her Hufband, 
eives double’ Mifery to herfelf; and to 
what Purpofe would you do this ? What 
would you (but I fhould not fay you, 
my Dear, for it will never happen ‘to 
you) but what would fuch-a Woman: ex+ 
pect or hope to gain by her Spirit and her 
Ob- 
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Obftinacy ? Is it the Victory? To what 
Purpofe? What is the Matter whether 
the one orithe other be right in a thing 
which is‘of no Confequence? Is it worth 
while, in the Purfuit of this, to hazard 
even the leaft Confideration inthe World, 
much lefs the greateft? Would fhe with 
to have her Hufband own that fhe was 
right ? ‘To what End? That he may ac- 
knowledge fhe is the wifer.. ‘here is no 
Praife in this; for itis not her Province. 


There is no Credit to. the Wife in con: 


quering in fuch a Difpute ; but. there is 
vat Difgrace, at leaft it will appear fo 
to himfelf, for the Hufband to fubmit, 
and he will never be upon the Terms’of 
Friendfhip afterward. 


Is it explained ? Does it appear to you, 
my Dear, that the:Continuanceiof a Dif- 
pute with a Hufband is always Difquiet 
to the Wife ;: and that it may be her De- 
ftruétion at laft, if the Lofs of her 
Hufband’s Affection can deferve that 
Name; and that. there can be no Plea- 
2 {ure 
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fure. inithe.Attempt, nor Pride in the 
Acquifition of ‘the’ Victory? I hope it 
does: If fo, you fee, my Dear, the way 


to avoid it all: Obferve it.. 
*% 5 *% 





LE Ta wv eee 


On .Quarrels. 


Would hardly fuppofe, my deareft 

*** that, after what I have been ob- 
ferving on the Subject of little Difputes, 
and their not little Confequences, you 
will ever be in Danger of falling into 
greater. When I have told you how 
eafy it is to avoid them, and how import- 
ant it is that you fhould avoid them, | 
cannot fuppofe it probable that you will 
ever contradi€t my Opinion of your hear- 
ing Reafon, and: being guided | by it; 
but, my Dear, when your Welfare is 
concerned, I would be attentive evento 
what cannot happen, ‘and would a 
you againft Impoffibilities. 
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I. will fuppofe, though it is..but for 
fuppofing fake, that you have let fome 
little wayward Pettifhnefs get the better 
of*your Prudence, and that you have 
anfwered peevifhly to fomething peevifh 5 
for in all this I fuppofe your Hufband in 
the blame, fince that is fetting all above 
Difpute, and pointing out your Conduct 
in the moft difficult Article, the reft is 
eafy: Let us fuppofe then, that he has 
been ctofs, and that, inftead of Silence 
or Gentlenefs of Words, you have an- 
fwered him perverfely, what will be the 
natural Confequence? Were, he a weak 
Man, he. would be louder and more 
violent ; and he would keep alive the 
Argument to fhew you that he would 
have the Victory: But your Hufband, 
my Dear, has Underftanding. All thefe 
things that I have been faying to you 
will be dictated to him by his: own Pru- 
dence; and he will fee the wrong Step 
that you have both taken in its true Light, 
and be uneafy at the Confequences. 


He 
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He will ftop. the Difpute, and, to 
avoid farther Uneafinefs, he will get up 
to goout. Ido not think it is to your‘Ad- 
vantage that he fhould leave the Houfe 
in Difpleafure with you, and yet it isnot 
ealy to prevent it. There is a Conduét; 
my deareft ***, that will yet reftore all: 
“Tis the fame that would have prevented 
all at firft, and it is never too late to; do 
what is right. If it be poffible to get the 
better of a foolith Obftinacy, tell him at 
once you are fenfible that you have done 
wrong, and all is atonce over: This is 
the wifeft Courfe ,; but 1am fenfible, my 
Dear, *tis difficult. If this: be too much 
for that falfe Spirit which has made the 
Breach to fubmit to at once, defire him 
not to go; but by no Means attempt to 
hinder him otherwife than by Entreaties. 
I know it would: be natural, between the 
Struggles of Love and Rage in the firft 
Difference, to throw yourfelf between 
him and the Door, to fix upon his: Hand, 
or by a thoufand other Methods to op-. 
pofe 
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pofe his going; but thefe are wrong, 
they are dangerous :-Remember he has 
his Obftinacy as well as you, and he will 
not be’ conquered. *Tis inflaming things 
in the moft fatal Manner to attempt it: 
Entreaties may ftop him, but this can- 
not; and, if they fail, you will have 
Opportunities, while he is gone, to re- 
colle& how much you have been ‘to 
blame; and his Abfence, if it be of no 
Ufe to him, -will be of fo much to you, 
that you-will know your Error, and re- 
pent it. 


I know you will, if ever this fhould 
happen, be diftreffed, alarmed, and ter- 
tified in the higheft Degree ; and it is ft 
you fhould be fo: *Twill be a Punifh- 
ment not at all too great for the Fault 
which brought it on, and it will prevent 
a Repetition of the Fault again; after 
this I am to tell you that all your Alarms 
and Fears are groundlefs. Fancy not 
that he leaves you to vifit your Relations 
with Complaints, to mix in fome gay 


Party, 
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Party, or indulge in fome Debauch. ‘He 
will employ the Moments better ; -he»will 
revolve the Occafions of the Difpute; -he 
will forefee the Confequences ; and with- 
out any other Communication than that 
with his own Mind, he will refolve 
againft all Occafions of a like Diffatif- 
faction. His Stay wil! be fhort, andvhe 
will return perfectly defirous to be ‘re- 


conciled. Your Conduct then is eafy- 


I have told you in what Temper; and 
with what Thoughts he will return. 
You will know how you are to meet him ; 
both have had Opportunities to recolle@; 
both have been convinced by that Recol- 
lection how wrong you have been in évery 
preceding .Step; both wifh it hadnot 
happened: What-is there that remains 
then but that you both forget. - Meet 
him,. my Dear, at. his Return; as. if 
you had done nothing to difpleafe him, 
nor had been difpleafed in any, thing. 
This is the prudent Method, and there 
will be the Pain of Apologies prevented, 
the Remembrance loft for ever; except 
that 
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that in each of your Breafts in fecret 
there will live fo much of it as to pre- 
vent a new Occafion of Difquiet. “In 
this underftand: me properly, my Dear: 
I do not mean that: you fhould) run: with 
all the Chearfulnefs of an expecting Joy 
to meet him: Let: it not feem that what 
has given him Pain has:had fo little Ef- 
feét upon you: Let your Looks fay that 
that yowhave confidered, and are forry, 
although: your Tongue {peak snothing : 
Meet him with all the Satisfaction that 
could attend a Reconciliation; but name 


no Word of it. 


Let me, for I amall this ‘time fpeak- 
ing of what are nearly Impoffibilities, 
let me add a Confideration yet more re- 
mote from all Degrees of Probability , 
yet let me name it to you, my Dear, as 
if it might happen... Let me fuppofe your 
Hufband lefs fenfible of the Folly of tuch 
a Difagreement than yourfelf, let me 
fuppofe him of more, Objftinacy in his 

“o'Temper; and that, after a longer Stay 
than 
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will be the more terrible. 


nay, let me. {peak freely, 


to think of inflaming it. 

























than he ought to have made from you, that 
he return lefs fatisfed: Let me fuppofe 
him fullenly filent, and difregarding. of 
you. The Circumftance is painful; and 
to you, who have been bred tenderly,» it 


You muft re- 


member, my Dear, that your Indifcre- 
tion has given Occafion to what you fuffer; 
that it has de- 
ferved it, at) leaft in fome Degree; sand 
you muft bear it as your Punifhment. 


Heaven. forbid, my deareft ***, that 
I fhould ever {ee this in Reality ; but, ito 
talk of things as if they happened, let us: 
confider what you fhould do, You'would 
fufrer too much already by the Difpute 


You would 


now thoroughly wifh it over, and be 
ready to abjure all future Peevithness, 
could this be overlooked. 
my Dear, your Hufband loves you ten- 
derly.. I do not fuppofe a Circumftance 
like this could ever happen to you, be- 
cauic: it cannot happen but.by. Faults of 


Remember, 
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which I know you ‘never will be ouilty, 
but if it fhould have chanced, you would 
difcover that-it was becaufe he loved you 
that he was fo offended. We regard Of- 
fences, my dear Child, not in Proportion 
to their own Weight, fo much as to the 
Value in which we held the Perfon that 
is guilty of them; therefore a Trifle 
from you, whom he efteems and loves, 
will give more Pain than all that could 
be offered from a Perfon whom he dif- 
regarded. When you have thus far un- 
deritood the Nature of your own Fault, 
and of his Refentment, you will not urge 
him: farther. 


All that he can’ expect from you, let 
him efteem you ever fo much to blame, 
is to be fenfible of it, and to be forry that 
it has happened, You will be both, and 
there will be no Difficulty to let him fee 
youare. The Hour of Perverfenefs may 
laft till Night ; but if you have entreated 
with lefs Eagernefs a Reconciliation till 
then, be more follicitous, more earnett 
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in it then, and dread to fleep in Unfor- 
givenefs. What you have’ follicited in 
vain before, you will perhaps now find it 
eafy to obtain ; and do not omit to re+ 
queft it tenderly. Love, my dearefto***, 
is the Band of your Friendfhip; Love is 
the proper Healer of all Breaches. Its 
Power is not limited to preferving Amity, 
there is fcarce any Danger that can 
threaten; but ‘that ‘is: lefs than may-be 
{faid; there is not any Wound it can re- 
ceive, but Love will obviate, or Love 
will heal. © Let it not appear in the leaft 
Account, or in the lighteft Article of 
your Behaviour, that your Affection :has 
at all fuffered Violence. Let that fhew 
itfelf intire, and look down upon all little 
Animofities as beneath its Concern. Let 
your Tendernels, that real Tendernefs 
which you have fo often gloried in to.me, 
mix itfelf with every Sentiment: Let that 
give a gentle Softnefs to all you fay, and 
communicate its peaceful Influence to 
even the minuteft Incident. You will 
prevail. The Difagreement has been 
but 
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but of a few Hours; it has been about 
a Trifle; he will fee you look on it as 
over, and it will be forgotten. 


I know I am not to explain myfelf to 
you. on the Word, when I remind you 
that Love will be an Overmatch for all 
the Perverfenefs of Mind that he can 
have taken up on whatfoever Occafion, 
who is the Object of it. I do not mean 
that Love to the Companion or Ac- 
quaintance, which every one pofleffes, 
and looks upon as great; I do not mean 
that Mixture of Affection and Efteem 
which we call Friendfhip; I do not mean 
that reverend Affection which the Child 
has for its Parent; or that earneft Fond- 
neis, paffionate and tender as it is, which 
the Parent exprefies for his Child. Thefe 
are in their proper Sphere, powerful and 
great ;. but thefe are not the Paffion you 
will feel, and which will be your Pafi- 
port through all Dangers and all Difficul- 
ties in this Road of Marriage. I mean 
that Paffion which you conceived for him 
FE whom 
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whom you have married before you knew 
him perfectly; heightened,improved, com- 
pleated by the Efteem, the Gratitude, and 
Tendernefs with which it now looks upon 
him, as Friend, Patron, and Benefa¢tor. 
‘This is the Paffion I would be underftcod 
to mean; and this, my dear ***, none 
better knows than you in its full Force, 
and in its greateft Extent. This is the 
Paffion, which, while your Peace is dear 
to you, you muft cherifh in your Heart. 
This, which exceeds by infinite Degrees 
ail that is called Love between other Per- 
fons: ‘This, which you know, ftrengthen- 
ed by Virtue, and authorized as a Duty, 
is worthy of another Name; and is too 
great for'one that is fo trifled with. 


This Paffion, my deareft ***, will 
teach you that your Hufband’s Peace and 
Pleafure are as much yours as his : Will 
you not then be grieved that you have 
wounded the one, or interrupted the 
other? You will feel it; and your own 
Intereft alone would prompt you to atone 

for 
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for the Offence, and heal the Breach, 


Let it not ‘enter once into your Thought 
who was to blame: Whoever began the 
Folly; both were to blame, fince both 
continued it: But your Care is of your 
own Conduct. Have no Eye to fee the 
Fault your Hufband has committed ; but 
employ all your Vigilance to_difcover, 
and all your Affiduity to amend your 
own. I will not believe it poffible; for 
it is not in Nature that a firft Quarrel, 
and that about a Trifle, can be beyond 
the Reach of fuch a Remedy. I will 
fuppofe it paft, atoned, repented on both 
Sides, and forgotten; but, deareft ***, 
be cautious of a fecond. The firft was 
difficult to remedy, this may be in- 


curable, 
& &* & 
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x 


LE. Tf E.R. IX. 
Ox Inconftancy. 


Do. perfuade myfelf, my deareft ***, 

that I have mentioned to you all the 
little Foibles of your Mind, all the Weak- 
nefles to which your Temper may be 
liable, and in them all the Errors (for 
I will not call them by fo coarfe a Name 
as Faults) that it is poffible you.can fall 
into. I have fhewn you. their Confe- 
quences, and I have {hewn them truly. 
I know you will have a Guard upon 
yourfelf, and will avoid them: But this 
is not all I have to mention to you. 
There may be Foibles, and there may 
be, in Confequence of thefe Foibles, 
Errors in your Hufband alfo; and as , x 
the Cuftom of the World gives greater 
Liberty to Men, they may be greater. 


getais 


Thefe, my deareft, ***, will require 
as much of your Prudence to fubdue 





as your own; they will be, believe me, 
almoft as much within the Influence of 
your Prudence; and you need not be told 
they are as much your Concern. I have 
cautioned you by all the gentle Means that 
can be thought of, to endeavour to get the 
better of that Danger, of thofe many 
Dangers let me fay, which attend that free 
Ufe of Wine among Men, which a bad 
Cuftom has authorized and made too 
univerfal. Among the Dangers to which 
it expofes Men, I have told you that the 
moft formidable Attack, is made in the 
Point which of all others will affect you 
moft, their Conftancy to the Marriage- 
Bed. Many a Man, whofe fober Thoughts 
deteft and abhor the Violation, has been 
led into it by this Folly, by the un- 
juftifiable and cruel Perfuafions and Ex- 
ample of the Company. I have given 
you my Sentiments as to the Methods 
you may and ought to take to prevent 
fuch an Incident: But that I may not 
leave you unprepared for any Part of the 

imag: Con- 
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Conduct of a good Wife, let us fuppofe 
it has already happened. 





Let us imagine that, loft in the Effedts 
of Wine, and led by the Follies of his 
Company, he has been falfe to your Bed, 
and you have heard of it. What is to 
be your Reception of fuch mortifying 
Intelligence? Let Paffion counfel you, 
and Rage will be the Refult; Anger, 
Upbraidings, Tears, Reproaches. But 
to what End, my Deareft, and how au- 
thorized? Let Paffion guide others, but 
do you liften to a better Monitor, to 
Reafon. You are informed that he has 
wronged you in this tender Point ; you 
wifh he had not, and you with he would 
not again. This is Reafon. He has been 
guilty of it under the Intoxication of 
Wine, would you have him repeat it 
fober? Certainly no. Avoid then the 
things which might urge him to it; and 
do not, in refenting a leffer Evil, bring 
on yourfelf a greater. 


Con- 





pulfes them. 
the Preference which they give unto com- 
This is the Wife’s great 
~Charm, and this will hold of Force for 
Tis almoft certain that he abhors 
the Perfon who has thared | 
and that, in Comparifon of you, fhe is 
unworthy of a farther Thought. 
be the Cafe, all that you wifh is done, and 
what would youattempt farther. Be filent, 
forget that it has happened 
‘The. Offente 


plying Virtue. 
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Confider firftt what you may naturally 
fuppofe his Sentiments, before you-en- 
ter into any Refolutions of your own. 
Men defpife Vice, altho’ it favours their 
Defigns: They reverence Virtue that re- 
What then muft not be 


for he will not forget it. 


been once draw 
ty by Sollicitations and againft the In- 
clination, at a Time too when t 


will appear the more unpardonable in, 
him for your Goodnefs, and he will not 
ite Difference, 


There is in 


my Dear, between the Error of having 
into an Act of Infideli- 


ay 
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Faculties were overpowered, and the 
cooly, voluntarily, and by Defign en- 
gacing in an Amour. I own, my Dear, 
that the Offence is’ great, with all its 
Palliations.. I know, that, toa Woman 
who doats upon her Hufband,’ the leat 
Wrong of this kind muft be the Source 
of a thoufand Anxieties ; but things, my 
deareft ***, are what they are, only by 
Comparifon ; and if you will view this 
in the: Light of that: Comparifon, the 
Grounds of which I have given you, it 
will appear almoft nothing. 


Thofe who fpeak of things only in 
the general, may call a concerted Scheme 
of Intrigue, and a fingle Efcape from 
Chaftity by the fame Name; but you, 
my Dear, who would fhudder, and with 
Reafon, at the Thought of the Man 
whom you love and honour, and the 
‘being beloved by whom is your greateft 
and your moft rational Happinefs, pre- 
ferring another to you, folliciting her 
by an unwearied Affiduity, neglecting 
you 
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you during that Affiduity, and expend- 
ing his Fortune in the Attempt; you 
will fee, I obferve, my Dear, an infinite 
Difference between this and an Act of 
Chance, unpremeditated, and never to 
be repeated. 


The Cuftom of the World renders the 

leaft Efcape from Virtue on the Woman’s 
Part unpardonable ; but Men conftitute 
the World, and make its Cuftoms. Yet 
we may pardon this, fince ‘tis a Regard 
to us that is its Foundation. No Apology 
to Extenuation is allowed in Favour of 
a Woman: To offend once, is as bad 
as to have been criminal for ever. . Pro- 
{titution is Proftitution, under whatever 
Circumftances ; and that being once vio- 
lated, which owed its Worth to its being 
held inviolable, the Source of Efteem is 
never to be recovered; and Love -with- 
out Efteem, my Deareft, is not the 
Paffion for a Wife, but for a Harlot. 


I You 
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You have been taught to look upen 
the -Chaftity of Woman in this Light, 
and it is fit that it fhould be feen in no 
other ; for not only the Cuftom of the 
World, but Reafon itfelf places it there; 
But, my Dear, you are not to fet the 
Virtue of Men upon the fame Founda- 
tion. I do not fay that Reafon makes it 
otherwife; but Cuftom, which, in many 
things, isas powerful as Reafon, and in 
this more powerful, has eftablithed it fo. 
But we are not to fee the Whole in fo 
difadvantageous and unfair a Light as 
it might appear upon this View. As 
the Men have fome Palliation for a Fault 
of Inadvertency, they have a thoufand 
different Temptations to it: We, who 
are reckoned, and who ought to be 
reckoned, unpardonable, if we tranf- 
grefs, have none of thefe Allurements, 
nor are in the way of any of their Ha- 
zards. We do not drink, we do not 
indulge ourfelves in loofe Talk, nor do 
2 we 
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we commemorate the Names of Objects 
of Proftitution, as they do over their 
Glaffes ; Names of Perfons known to be 
wicked, and who are always at hand to 
be fo. We keep no Company with the 
Diffolute and the Abandoned, and con- 
fequently we have none of the ‘Tempta- 
tions to Ill that Examples throw into 
their way. If we fee in Public an un- 
fortunate Woman, who has but one Slip 
in her Condué&, we fee her pointed at 
and avoided. On the contrary, if a 
Man appears, who is fuppofed to have 
paffed a Life of Proftitution, he is not 
the lefs carefled even by our own Sex, 
though I think this.much to their Shame, 
but he appears to all Perfons an agreeable 


Character. 


This is the Prejudice of Cuftom; 
and, as you cannot cure this Prejudice, 
my Dear, you muft, like all the reft of 
the World, fubmit to it. But though 
you cannot be a Reformer of all Man- 
kind, your Beauty and your Goodnels, 
F 6 will 
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will, I make no doubt, be ablé to 
continue your Hufband in the good 
Sentiments he has already, and this 
is all you have to care about. I have 
named an Efcape from Goodnefs like to 
this, as poffible to happen to him, be- 
caufe he isa Man ; but I think it {carce- 
ly poffible, as he is your Hufband. 
Your Image will be fo fixed and rooted 
in his Breaft, that it will leave no Room 
for any other there. Your Affe&ion 
will place the venal Fondnefs of the Pro- 
ftitute, if ever he fhould fall into fuch 
Company, in the moft mean and abject 
Light: And his Love, joined with his 
Efteem for you, will keep his Faith in- 
violable. 


I would guard you againft every Error 
that it is poflible can have Place in the 
Conduct of a Wife; and in that Light 
I am obliged to reprefent to you every 
Situation in which it is poffible for a 
Hufband to be placed, I carry this 
Confideration no farther, fince I am af- 
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fured that more cannot concern you. 
The virtuous Hufband of a virtuous, and 
affectionate, and an agreeable Wife, may, 
under the Infatuations I have named, be 
led into a fingle and an accidental Folly ; 
but he can never give Place to- another 
Paffion, or engage ferioufly and think- 
ingly in the Purfuit of another Love. 


You will doubt of this perhaps when 
you fee Faults of this kind in Men, 
whofe Wives appear to you compleatly 
agreeable. But, my Dear, you are to 
know, that fuch Wives either appear to 
you in a better Light than they ought, 
in a better Light than they can, to the 
difcerning Eye of their Hufbands, or 
elfe that thofe Faults in the Hufband are 
the Fruit of Faults in themfelves; of 
Paffion and Refentment indulged at the 
Expence of Prudence; of thofe Miftakes 
in the Conduct of a married Life, which 
are too natural to a young Wife, even 
to one of virtuous Principles, and againt{t 
which my deareft ***, I am therefore 
arming 
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arming you by Example, as well as by 
Admonition.. 


You will remember, my Dear, that 
your Hufband’s Affection to you is the 
great Guard againft his thinking of an- 
other. You-will remember that this 
Affection, although it were firft infpired 
by your Form, can only be fupported 
and kept up by yourConduct. This is 
a Leffon of all others the moft important 
to a Wife, and yet what Wife regards it? 
Let us fuppofe the fame Fault in the 
Hufband of a lefs prudent Wife which I » 
have mentioned as poffible in yours. I 
have fhewn you how you will prevent its 
ever being repeated; and 1 am certain that 
what I have faid will be found truein Prac- 
tice. Inftead of that filent Concern and 
tempered Uneafinefs with which you will 
have received the Offender, we will fup- 
pofe her flying out into Refentments and 
Reproaches, defpifing his Acknowledg- 
ment of his Fault, and difregarding his 
Affurances that he will not repeat it. 
What 
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What is the Confequence ? The Hufband, 
who, in Confcioufnefs of his Fault, 
would have been patient under fome Re- 
proof, is out of Temper with the Con- 
tinuance of it: He thinks that, in ac- 
knowledging his Error, he has atoned 
for it: He thinks that, in the Promife 
of not repeating it, he has deferved that 
it fhould be forgotten. He may have 
appeared faulty to himfelf at firft; but 
his Wife appears faulty to him now, 
He is out of Temper in his turn; Home 
is uneafy to him; the Behaviour of his 
Wife is difagreeable ; he remembers the 
Fondnefs of the Proftitute, which he had 
at firft recollected with Contempt, as 
having fome Merit in it under the 
Comparifon of this unquiet Scene. He 
returns to her. He had at firft been 
criminal only through Inadvertence, he 
repeats it now on Choice. In the Place 
of an anery Wife, he has a Perfon whofe 
Good-humour he can purchafe at a mo- 
derate Price, and he continues with her, 
This is not all; he will be tired, you 
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fay: He will fo; for where there is not 
Virtue and true Affection, the Paffion 
is not Love, and it will foon wear off. 
But what is the Confequence ? He is fa- 
tiated: He diftaftes the Perfon and the 
Behaviour of this purchafed Miftref : 
But whither fhall he go? Shall it be 
home? What, to frefh Quarrels, and 
louder Reproaches ? No; he looks upon 
Peace as facrificed there, and therefore 
he feeks not after it: He gives it up, 
and, in that Refignation, he does indeed 
deftroy it for ever, 


He will leave this defpifed Miftrefs . 
he will not return to an injured and an 
inraged Wife; he goes to fome other. 
The Fence of Virtue and of Referve is 
broken down, and there is nothing to 
oppofe him. He feels a Pleafure in Va- 
riety ; Novelty has irrefiftible Charms. 
He can vifit no public Place, but he 
fancies himfelf in a Seraglio; a Multi- 
tude are at his Service, and he drops the 
Handkerchief where he pleafes. He 
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ftops not till he has been the Round of 
all, unlefs fome*Accident prevent him. 
-Tis almoft a Million to one but his 
Conftitution and his Fortune become im- 
paired in the higheft Degree during the 
Scene of Proftitution. But even this 1s 
not the greateft Fear that may have Place 
in the Bofom of the in vain repenting 
Wife. ’Tis too likely that, among the 
Numbers of thefe fucceeding Miftrefles, 
he meets fome agreeable and artful Crea- 
ture; whom Intereft, and whom perhaps 
Affection (for thefe People are not quite 
above its Reach) joined to Intereft, en- 
gages in the Attempt of fixing herfelf 
upon him for ever. Accuftomed to De- 
‘ceit, the Artifices are innumerable by 
which thefe Women will purfue a Scheme 
like this; and the Wife ought to trem- 
ble when fhe makes her Hufband de- 
fperate, while fhe fees how many of 
thefe fucceed. If once this be the Con- 
fequence, all Profpect, all Hope 1s at an 
End. A Separation is the certain Con- 
fequence, either a formal or an effential 
one: 
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‘one: And he. who. would, under the 
proper Conduct of a Wife, have avoided 
a fecond Fault, never arrives at a fecond 
Virtue. 





As Virtue never appears fo much her- 
{elf as when oppofed to Vice, fo Pru- 
dence is. in no Circumftances feen fo 
much to her Advantage, or with fo large 
a Share of her own Luftre, as when we 
view her in Contraft with her oppofite 
Rafhnefs of Conduct. I have given yous 
my Dear, a Picture of what is human 
Life, that will be new to you, and will 
furprife you; but it is real. I have 
fhewn you how much, how very much 
depends, in many things, upon_a little: 
Be affured that it is thus in all Occur- 
rences, and while you are fenfible of this, 
be upon your Guard in the Beginning of 
what may. be of Confequence. Nothing, 
my Dear, is fo eafy to prevent, what it 
will be*impoffible. to remedy. This is 
what many have found too late; let it 
be your Happinefs to know it in time, 
and 
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and let it be mine to have informed you 
of it. Afk the moft unfortunate of Man- 
kind from what their feveral Diftrefies 
have arifen, and if they will be ingenuouss 
they will confefs, from Trifles. Prefs 
them to be free in their Acknowledg- 
ments, and they will own the great 
Source to have been their own Obftinacy. 
They would have given the World after- 
wards to have omitted fomething they 
have done, or to have done fomething 
which they knew right, although they 
did not do it, and ’tis then impofiible. 


All thefe Omiffions, all thefe Impro- 
prieties, have been in themfelves Trifles ; 
but in their Confequences important. 
They have appeared little at the Time, 
though formidable in the higheft Degree 
afterwards. Beware of them in time. 
Look not, my Dear, upon what is the 
thing you are about to do at this Time; 
but confider what will be the Event of 
it To-morrow, a Week, a Month, a 
Year hence, or for ever. You will {tars 
at. 
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at the Apprehenfion ; but ’tis well you 
fhould do fo. Is it not better to be ter- 
rified now, than to feel the Reality of all 
that you forefee hereafter. This is the 
Alternative, my Dear, and I know I 
need not tell you what you are to chufe- 
You are happy in your Hufband, and 
your greateft Wifh is that you may con- 
tinue fo. *Tis in your own Power to do 
it if you pleafe, and it will depend not 
upon any Condefcenfion in the making 
up a Breach, but on the Prudence in 
avoiding one. ‘The one is difficult, pet- 
haps it is in general impoffible; the other 
-eafy. The one muft be attended with 
Pain; the other with the greateft Plea- 
fure. Think, my Deareft, how  glori- 
ous a Recollection it will be, at an ad- 
vanced Age, to be able to fay, you never 
had a Difpute. Think how it will em- 
bitter the fweeteft Moments of a fuc- 
ceeding Life to recolle&t, that he whofe 
Fondnefles now charm you, has been 
fevere, averfe, and rude. Avoid the 
Poffibility of fuch a Recollection. The 
Peace 
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Peace of a married Life is like the 
Chaftity of her who has a Right to pof- 
fefs it, the great Value depends upon its 
being perfect and intire, and the Pride 
and. Pleafure of remembring that it has 
never. been attacked, is above all De- 
{cription. 


So much depends upon the Scenes I 
have been engaged in-defcribing to you, 
that you muft not, my Dear, think me 
tedious, ‘Thefe are the Dictates of Love 
and of Experience; they cannot deceive 
you either by Wilfulnefs or Accident. 
Your Fortune is in your own Hands; 
you depend on no one but yourfelf for 
all, that you can expeét in your whole 
Life: Be prudent in the Beginning, that 
you may be rich in the End. 
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LETT ERv“X& 


On Confidence and Secrets. 






















ie is impoffible, my dear ***, that a 
Man can love the Perfon whom he 
does not efteem; at leaft that Love 
which a Wife is to expect from the Huf- 
band, cannot fubfift without it. The 
Paffion is violent at the firft, and with 
it the generous Breaft of him who pof- 
fefles it entertains fo high a Refpeét, and 
fo implicit a Reverence for the Object of 
it, that this Efteem is paid without his 
once enquiring whether it be deferved. 
The Opinion which he took upon Cre+ 
dit while he was a Lover (for *tis impof- 
Gble, under thofe Circumftances, to 
know a Woman thoroughly) he efta- 
blifhes, when he is become an Hufband, 
upon as weak a Foundation, his Affec- 
tion. ’Tis well if fhe, who is thus ho- 
noured with his good Opinion, merit it : 
If fhe does, fhe is happy; but if, after 
the Tranfport and the Novelty of the firft 
, Days 
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Days are over, if he find her deficient, 
he will defpife, or at the leaft he will 
difregard her; not in Proportion to her 
‘own Want of Merit, but in Proportion 
to that falfe Opinion his Fondnefles efta- 
blifhed. 


You will remember, my deareft ***, 
that the Merit I am here naming to you 
as the Foundation and Support of this 
Efteem with which the Hufband honours 

his new Wife, is that of her good Qua- 
‘lities; the Merit of her Heart, not of 
her Form, for that he had before con- 
fidered. The firft Teftimony he ufually 
gives of his Efteem is the confiding in 
her, and revealing to her all his Secrets. 
| This is done in Confidence, and the 
| Truft ought to be inviolable; although 
he fays nothing, he means it fhould be 
'fo; and he may pardon, but he never 
can forget, the Violation of it. 








! Iam too fenfible, my Dear, what is 


the Weaknels of a Female Heart, not to 
| guard 
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guard you in the ftrongeft Manner a- 
gainft.its natural Effects on this Occa- 
fion. Ufe yourfelf to Secrecy and Re- 
ferve, accuftom your Mind to it in 
Trifles, in Things that are of no Im- 
portance, and when you can refift the 
Temptations that occafionally offer of 
divulging thefe, you will have little Dif- 
ficulty in Silence, when it is a Duty. 
"You are to remember, my deareft ***, 
that he who repofes the Truft in you 
knows, that your Sex. is not renowned 
for Secrecy. _ While he entrufts you, he 
is not without Doubts of the general, 
howfoever free he may be from thofe of 
the particular kind ; and he will there- 
fore be in fome Degree upon thé, Watch 
againft your Frailty. In confiding in 
you againft this Opinion of the Sex in 
general, he gives you a Proof of that 
Pre-eminence, which in his. Efteem he 
allows you over them: Remember the 
Credit in which you ftand with him, and 
do not violate or forfeit it. 


You 


B 





You will fay it were better that the 
Wife were not entrufted with her Huf. 
band’s Secrets, fince her keeping them 
can be of no Good, and the leaft Viola- 
tion of the Truft will be attended with 
Til, Perhaps I agree with you, my 
Dear, that in Theory it may be fo; but 
although proper, it is impraéticable. 
Thofe who love truly have but one Heart 
between them: Their Thoughts, their 
Cares, their Concerns are in common, 
Confidence is the natural Offspring of 
Affection, and he who loves tenderly can 
keep no Secret.. Men have been ruined 
by their Folly in this Refpeét; let them 
be profited of their Virtues: They have 
entrufted things, in which their Lives 
and Fortunes have been concerned, to 
thofe with whom they have had only a 
criminal Acquaintance; is it poffible 
then that they can refrain whereVirtue and 
where Honour authorize the Truft, and 
where the Perfon who receives the Secret 
is equally interefted with them? In the 
G one 
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one Cafe they have been betrayed. 
Keep up, my deareft ***, the Diftinction 
between Virtue and Vice fo far as in 
you lies: and let him who confides in you 
be fafe; and all that he intrufts to you 
facred. 


You who, while you look with Terror 
upon thé Charge, wifh, or fancy that 
you wifh, he would with-hold it, would 
be the firt to complain, and you 
would have Reafon if you were not en- 
trufted ; you would know that you had 
but a flender Hold on his Affection, 
who held you at a, Diftance from his 
Heart. Do not be offended that he does 
that, which you would be offended, and 
with Reafon, if he omitted to do; but 
when you are entrufted, remember that 
the Efteem or the Contempt in which 
your Hufband is to hold you for ever, 
depends upon your Faith and Secrecy. - 


It would be hard to fay perhaps whe- 
‘ther more Families have had their Peace 
difturbed 
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difturbed by the unaffectionate Referve 
in the Hufband, or by the idle talking 
of the Wife; whether more have been 
Sacrifices to the not entrufting of a Se- 
cret, or to the divulging of it; but this 


1s certain, that the Offence on the one» 


Part is lefsihan on the other: and that 
the one may be with Reafon pardoned 
and refpected afterwards, but that the 
other cannot. 


There is fearee a Family in this bufy 
talking Town, whofe moft fecret Affairs 
are not perfectly known; nay, if it 
be ever fo improper that they fhould 
be fo: And to what do you fuppofe 
this is owing? Not to the Men, for 
they are accuftomed to Bufinefs, and 
find no Difficulty in being filent when 
itis proper. ‘The Wife is always at the 
Bottom: She intrufts fome bofom Friend, 
not remembering that the Breach of Con- 
fidence is as much made in that, as if 
fhe had revealed it to a thoufand; and 
*tis from this dear Friend a thoufand 
| Cia know 


PESLeBa pe aSia A IACS HESS 0b aga Sat goon RUSS Sega 


TEU EET a aie 


SRLaGietht helleels hse : 
eS re, 
< 


























Ty ro es 


eats 


RNa eas Sa epeae 


ea Se 










































( 124 ) 
know it. My deareft ***, be upon your 
Guard in the ftricteft Manner againtt 
thefe Confidences:. Remember how few 
Women have Secrecy in their Nature+ 
- Remember that, in doing this, you are 
__confeffing that yourfelf have it not, then 
_ why fhould you expect it in another. Re- 
member, my Dear, that’ the moft im- 
portant of all Concerns, the Efteem and 
good Opinion of your Hufband, depend 
upon your Silence, and ought to be your 
Guard againft this Breach of Faith 
And that nothing of all this is upon 
her whom’ you are entrufting ; ‘no- 
thing more than an infignificant Promife — 
to an indifferent Perfon. If you’ cannot 
keep your own Secret, why fhould you 
fuppofe that fhe will keep it for you. 
If all thefe Motives could not influence 
you to do it, why do you fuppofe ‘the 
will, who has not any ore of them, Re- 
member the Improbability of her. Sj- 
lence, and forbear. Remember the 
Confequences of her difclofing what you 
cruft her with, and tremble. 




























I am certain, my deareft ***, that all 
the Breaches of Faith, and divulging of 
Secrets, that have difturbed the Peace of 
fo. many Families, have been. owing to 
this fingle Miftake of trufting fome one 
Perfon ; and it is therefore that I caution 
you fo ftrongly and fo particularly againft 
it. There is a Pleafure in whifpering a 
Secret; you know it; an uncommon, tho’ 
a childifh and a difhoneft Pleafure, elfe 
why did you reveal it? Is fhe to whom 
you have revealed it lefs a Woman than 
yourfelf? Has fhe lefs Temptation to 
the doing it? She will have the fame 
Pleafure in telling it to another, be af- 
fured, that you had in revealing it to 
her; and fhe will place the fame Con- 

fidence in the Perfon to whom fhe reveals 
it that you placed in her; the fame thar 
he who intrufted. yourfelf with it, placed 
in you. <Arenot thefe broken ; and can 

-you doubt but that the reft will all be 
broken like them ? 
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But this, my Dear, is not all your 


Danger. The Secret will run fwift 


enoughthrough all the Female World this 
way, and, while ail! have it in trult, all 
will repeat it; but thereisan Incident, and 
"tis a very common one among Women, 
under which it may and it will be di- 
vulged at once to all the World, and 
you fhall be: accufed of having told it. 
Womens Friendfhips with one another, 
my dear ***, are very frail; they are 
contracted without Thought, and they 
are broken without Provocation. A thou- 
fand little things may occur to Occafion 
this, and the lea{t of thefe will be fufficient. 
Women who break Friendfhip never be- 
come indifferent: They are violent Ene- 
mies. As they were earneft in their 
Friendfhips without enquiring whether 
there was Reafon, they are in the fame 
Manner outrageous in their Animofities, 
without knowing any Caufe. This is the 
Ficklenefs and the hafty Temper of the 
Sex, and all of them are more or lefs 
addicted 




























addi€ed to it. You muft expect it in 
your. moft intimate Acquaintances, and 
_therefore, my Dear, let Prudence dictate 
to_you neyer to put it into the Power of 
any of them to hurt you. Remember 
you may quarrel with the Perfon you are 
about to entruft: Remember this may 
happen without any: Eaujt of your owns 
and therefore den’t fuppofe, that though 
it is neceflary you fhould, it is poilible 
you can guard againft it. Recollect 
with yourfelf what would be the Confe- 
quence. of having what your Hufband, 
out of the Abundance of his Affection 
and Efteem, trufted you with, fpread 
through every Company, under the ag- 
gravatine Circumftance of yourfelf hav- 
ing. been the Perfon who difclofed its 
and, while you fee the Danger, avoid 
what you can, if you pleafe, avoid the 
Occafion. 


I do not imagine, my Dear, that you 
will be in the way of any important In- 
advertence of this kind. There are Ka- 
G 4 milies 
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milies where there are Secrets on which 
the Welfare and the very Being of the 
Perfons concerned depend ; but you-are 
in no fuch Situation. . Between’ People 
who have had your little Dealings or 
Connexions with the World (for your 
Hufband has had very little more of this 
than yourfelf) whofe Friends and neareft 
Relations made the Alliance, whofe For- 
tunes are fo affluent, and whofe: Cha- 
racters are fo very much aboye the Reach 
even of Malice, there can be no Matter 
of effential and neceflary Secrecy...’ But 
where there are not’ great things there are 
always little ones, and in the Deficience 
of the others thefe become’ important. 
The Breach of Secrecy, in the moft tri- 
vial of thefe, is not the lefs a Breach for 
the Unimportance of the Subjects» Al- 
though he. who entrufts you should‘not 
have Reafon to fet his Heart in any great 
Degree upon the Article; yet Caprice 
may have been in the Place of Judgment, 
and he may have done fo, though ‘he 
needed not. This may be an Occafion 
of 






























(“rZz9,.) 
of his taking the higheft Offence. Or 
even if it be not thus, fuppofe him to re- 
gard the Matter as lightly as you do; 
yet he will bé forry, if he be not vexed, 
to find you cannot be trufted. He will 
with. Reafon determine never to confide 
in you when the Nature of the Occafion 
renders the Confidence important; and 
you will be unhappy if you but fufpect 
that there is fomething in his Mind which: 
he keeps from you.. 


You fee, my Dear, on how very. little 
things the Happinefs of a married Life 
may depend. You will lofe fome Part of 
your Hufband’s. Efteer, which, to a 
wife Woman, is. the moft valuable of all 
Treafures, by this ‘idle Intemperance of 
Speech ; and you will be fubject to Hours, 
Days, Years perhaps of Uncertainty-and. 
Wneafinefs, while there: is, or while you 
do but fancy thatthere is, fomething in his 
Thoughts with which he does not in- 
truft you. ’Tis poffible fomething may 
occur in the Courfe of his Affairs which. 
G5 he 
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he may wifh to reveal to you 5 but dares 
not. To a full Mind there is no Relief 
like the having a Bofom Friend, to whom 
it may in Safety unload its inmoft Weight. 
Where is the Hufband’to look’ for this 
Friend, if not im his Wife 2 And why 
will you rob him of the’ Advantage? 
Why will you give him Occafion (for 
this may be the Event) to feek for that 
Friendfhip and Fidelity im fome other 
Breaft? Why will you give yourfelf the 
Pain of this real Diftrefs! or fuppofing 
nothing of this poffible to happen, why 
would you lay yourfelf under the Danges 
of imaginary Occafions of itscand das 
rent at once the Defe& of his Efteem, 
and fome hidden Source of Difquiet, when 
both perhaps are imaginary ? 


All this, thy Dear, dependsupon the 
{ittle Folly of talking of that which thould 
be kept im Silence. Don’t wonder that 
Thave been fo careful to admonifh you 
againft the thing itfelf, becaufe it ap- 


pears ‘nconfiderable ; tis not fo, you fee, 
iD 
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in its Effects. ’Tison thefe little Pointsof 
Conduct, my Dear, that I chiefly defigned 
to writeto you ; and it isthe more necefla~ 
ry, becaufe you can meet with no other 
Inftruétions on this Head. The Mo- 
ralifts have difregarded thefe things, as 
trivial, and below their Confideration ; 
yet, trivial as they are, “tis on them that 
all the Colour of our Lives depends. 
They will advife you ferioufly, wifely, 
and gravely concerning Vices, and their 
Effects ; but this to.you is needlefs. You 
have none: Nay, you have not the very 
Seeds or Principles of them. in your T’em- 
per; but, my Dear, thefe little Inad- 
vertences, to which alone you are ex- 
pofed, and concerning which they have 
written nothing; thefe are the Rocks on 
which the Number of the Married {plit. 
I have that Confidence in the. natural 
Chaftity and common Virtue of my Sex 
to believe, that an hundred are unhappy 
for one that is vicious: But fure our 
Happinefs, my Dear, is worth our Care, 
and this is the way to guard it. * * * 
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Li i Louk Racited, 
Of natural Imperfecitons. 


Have led you by the-Hand, my 
deareft Niece, through feveral of the 

difficult and feveral of the dangerous’ 

Stages in the Beginning of a married’ 

Life. I have been attentive to the De- 

corum as well as to the Duties you owe’ 

to your Hufband ; nor is there the moft 

delicate Subject which F fhall teave un- 

touched. Thefe are tlie’ Occafions on 

which you will be left uninformed by 

thofe’ who have written; and it will be 
dangerous to miftake, and ‘very difficult 
to determine, without Miftake, to whom 
you may apply’ in. Converfation. F heed 
not tell you that Fam always at your 
Service, and that you will'make me hap* 
py in employing me. YT fhall take it'as'a 
Mark of your Prudence that you do net 
leave yourfelf folely to:your own Opinion; 
and my Happinefs is indeed fo much de- 
pendant on yours,” that you" need “net. 


coubt my utmoft Affiftances. 
| I 
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-T have fometimes thought this’ a fuf- 

ficient Reafon’ why I might have faved 
myfelf and you the Trouble of thefe Let- 
ters; but it is not fo. Mine is not a 
‘Fime of Life at which I can expect to 
fee many more Years: Thefe Letters 
will be a Legacy worth more to you than 
all I can give you befide, and. by this 
Means you may-have my Advice com- 
pleat. This was one Reafon that induced 
me’ to write them ; but this was not the 
only: one... We deliver our’ Thoughts 
without Interruption’ upon Paper, and 
"tis. eafier to put them into Method. 


Among thefe and other Confiderations 
which might be named, you will, as J 
have done, find many that alone might 
ferve for Apologies both to myfelf and 
you for the Trouble; but I have fallen 
upon another, which I had .not before 
remembered, and which. alone were 
enough. My laft has been upon the Sub- 
ject of Secrecy: I haye moft.earneftly re 
' quefted 






















quefted of you to preferve this..ins 
violable.. JHow then can you at: once 
afk and follow my’ Advice ?Thesvery 
applying to me is breaking that Secrecy 
which I have recommended to you to:be 
held fo facred. This muft appear from 
the Courfe of ithat Letter; but the Sub- 
ject of this will be more evidently a Proof 
of it. I had Reafon when I began; I 
have. double Reafon to. proceed. .My 
deareft ***, lay by my Letters with as 
nwich. Care as I have written. them: 
Inftead of confulting me, have recourfe 
to them, whenever, you »want Advice; 
There may be Subjects on which you 
would be afhamed; there may. be Sub- 
jects on which you ought to be: afraid. to 
fpeak to me: Confult thefe/in my Place; 
and it fhall be my Care, as lefteem it 
my Duty, upon this -Confiderationy te 
make them as compleat as my as ad 
will let me. 


Ihave told you, my Dear ‘there:may 
be Occalions on which it would’ not’ be 
pro- 
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proper nor right for you to apply even to 
me. L have .mentioned, Secrets, with 


which it would. be criminal to entruft 
even your neareft Friends ; I am about 
to name the moft tender and the moft im- 
portant of them,all. 


You will.remember, my. deareft .***, 
thats as mortal Creatures, we are all 
liable to Imperfections. It was not in- 
tended that we fhould be perfect, nor are 
any of us fo. Some. have «more, and 
fome have lefs, of thefe Deficiences which 
we inherit from our Nature; but none is 
wholly without them. You mutt have. 
confidered your Hufband, as no better 
than a human Creature, although you 
have Reafon. to efteem him one of the 
moft compleat and amiable among thenss 
If you married him under this. Confide- 
sation, you muft, marry him with the 
Expectation that there mutt be fome De- 
fect, or fome Imperfection about him. 
The Eyes of Affection, may not be open 
to this, be it what it will; but it would be 
ftrange 
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ftrange indeed if it fhould not be fome- 
thing. That Affection may be fo pow- 
erful ‘in you, that it may difguife this 
Defeé&t, whatfoever it is, although great; 
or it may be, whatfoever it'is, fo: little, 
as not to be worthy of Regard: ‘Still’l 
tell you, however, you will find fome- 
thing. Do not be furprifed that you 
know it not long fince; for who expofes 
purpofely his Weaknefles ? Men are care= 
ful to hide all their Faults, but efpecially 
thofe of Nature, and they are right to do 
fo, fince they are not things in which 
themfelves are guilty, or which their 
Application can amend. That you dit 
éovered ‘this not before, be it what’ it 
will, is no’ Shame to you; if you have 
not yet difcovered it, ’tis to your Honour. 
Your Fondnefs has fhut your Eyes to the 
Sicht of it; but as the F ondnefs of the 
Bride does not laft for ever, although a 
better Paffion fupplies its Place in the 
fixed and rational Love of the Wife, 
you, if you have not already difcovered, 
will’ moft affuredly difcover fomething of 
7 this, 
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this kind. This is a Secret, my Deareft, 

with. which your Hufband entrufts you, 

whether he chufes it or not. Thisisa 

Confidence which you poffefs as a Wife 5 

this is of all Secrets the moft important 5 
and all the Duties of the Wife join, in 
declaring that it muft be inviolable. It 
may be imprudent to betray the others ; 
but to give Breath to the leaft Hint con- 
cerning this is criminal: "tis what. de- 
ferves Punifhment, and what will have 
it. ’Tis a Secret which, when difclofed 
but to one Perfon befide yourfelf, never 
can be kept. ’Tis a Secret which your 
Hufband will be confcious none could 
divulge befide yourfelf; and as he will 
at once remember the Obligations under 
which Nature, Love, Gratitude, and 
Reafon laid you to have kept it; and re- 
colleé& the unjuft Difgrace that’ will: be 
reflected upon him from your divulging 
it. He-will have both Refentment in 
the higheft Degree, and Reafon alfo, in 
fome Degree never to forgive you. , All 
the Contempt which the World will be- 
ftow 

































{tow upon him on this Occafion, he will 
return upon you;.and he will have Juf- 
tice, for his is a Fault of Nature, in 
which his own Mind has no Share; yours. 
is your own, and voluntary. 



















When I tell you, my Dear, that it is 
natural to, fuppofe, as no Man can be 
perfect, that he who has made you hap- 
py. by his Choice, muft or may. have fome 
Defeé&t, fome Infirmity, or fome Imper- 
fection; Iam as far from gueffing what 
that may be, as I am.from knowing that 
it is fo.. Some have a..thoufand, forme 
but one Fault from her: In fome the 
fingle Imperfection is equal to a thoufand, 
in others it.is inconfiderable. . Whatever 
it be, if you have not difcovered. it,, feek 
not after it... Although it is not inNa- 
ture to. be fo; yet you may believe, and 
it will be Virtue in you to. believe, that 
he is perfec; at leafttake your Difcovery 
of it, when that fhall happen, upon your 
own Opinion, and not-on that. of.any 
other. ’Tis Virtue to be infenfible of the 
Im- 
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Imperfections of a Friend, much more 
of a Hufband ; and it accufes her, who 
is too inquifitive to diftinguifh, and too 
nice in the Regret with which fhe endures 
them, of having in her Thoughts, if not 
within her Knowledge, others 1n whom 
they may be,. or fhe fancies they may bes 


tT +e (em 
W aniing. 


I remember to have heard of a_Ko- 
man Lady, who, when fhe was blamed 
by her Hufband for not having told him 
that there was fomething difagrecable in 
his Breath, replied with that honourable 
Ignorance which became a virtuous Wife, 
that fhe had fuppofed all Men were equal- 
ly fubje&t to this Defect. Oppofe to this, 
my Dear, the Conduct of your unhappy 
Friend, you know who ‘tis I mean, 2 
Sufpicion, which, if innocent, fhe could 
not Have conceived was the Beginning of 
all her Misfortunes, and it was a Begin 
ning worthy of all thatfollowed. 


Let 


passes is 
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Let not the Difcourfe of others lead 
you to form Ideas, and to judge frori 
thofe Ideas of that in which they may 
deceive you; in which ’tis almoft certain 
that they will deceive you. Be upon 
your Guard even againft your own Senfes, 
that they do not miflead you on fo im- 
portant and fo dangerous~ a Subject ; 
much more again{ft the Difcourfe~ of 
others, who perhaps mean nothing but 
to miflead you. Be like the Roman Ma- 
tron in her Ignorance ; and if you find 
in any thing your Hufband efs agree- 
able than your uninformed Fancy: made 
you fuppofe you fhould, imagine that all 
Men.are fo. You have no way to know, 
nor have you any Right to guefs, that it 
is otherwife. 


[tis not only that your Hufband may 
with right be offended at. you fer difclof: 
ing Imperfections, of which he is con- 
{cious, and which, if it were in his Power, 
he would remedy ; but which, as it is 
not 



















































not, your Fault is the greater in reveal- 
ing, as he has none in the bearing them. 
There is a hidden Danger to which you 
are expofed in it, and by which you may 
fuffer in fome Degree unjuftly ;. yet you 
will not deferve any Pity on. that Head. 
You may betray to others Defects and 
Imperfections in him, of which he jis 
not confcious in himfelf Cuftom’ and 
Familiarity will difguife. many things to 
the Perfon unto whom they belong ; and 
even Self-love, if they are very difagreeable 
ones, will fometimes blind him to the 
Knowledge of them. What either of 
thefe things would effect alone, both to- 
gether will affuredly do with more 
Force. They will, in many of the leffer 
Defects of Perfon, or of Conftitution, con- 
ceal them from the Perfon who is fubject 


to them perfectly. In this Cafe,my deareft 


***, there is a double Danger, and no 


Caution can be too great againit it. This 
may be in all Refpects the Cafe, my 
Dear, and therefore all this Caution is 
required in every Cafe: All this Abhor- 
rence 
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rence of revealing what it can do ‘you 
no Good to tell; but which it will 
be moft difagreeable to him to have 
told. You may, in revealing fuch a 
little Secret, not only call down his Re- 
fentment for your Want of friendly Se- 
crecy ; but you may appear to him in 
the yet more offenfive and unpardonable 
Light of an Inventor, as well as Propa- 
eator of his Scandal; as a‘malicious Per- 
fon, who, out’ of your own unjuft Dif- 
tafte to him, would-endeavour, by falfe 
Accounts, to render him diftafteful to 
the World. 


Think, my Dear, think with Horror 
on this ‘Confequence: What can ‘be 
more terrible than for'a Wife to have for- 
feited thus perfectly-all Title to her Huf- 
band’s Confidence, Efteem, and Friend- 
fhip; and to have done all this, by what ? 
By Folly. For what End? For none. 
It will aggravate the Confideration, ‘that 
fhe is confcious of her Innocence‘in the 
one ‘Part‘of the Charge, as clearly as the 

is 























































% of her Fault in the other. But how 
to make that Innocence appear? Shall 
fhe explain herfelf to her injured Huf- 
band? There is no Word that can be 
named in the Tranfaction but will inflame 
the Difpute. But fuppofe fhe perfift, 
and think of bearing this in the way to 
doing herfelf Juftice, how is fhe to ob- 
tain it? Her Hufband is her Judge, and 
he is poffeffed in favour of himfelf. It 
may be a long Cuftom has déadened his 
own Senfes to that in himfelf which is fo 
difagreeable to her: It may be an In- 
firmity, which, in its own Nature, is 
not to be diftinguifhed by the Perfon. 
There are many fuch, and that in particu- 
lar which was the Misfortune of the Ro- 
man EAufband is of that kind. Can fhe 
perfuade him of that which he has no 
Conviction of in himfelf, and which con- 
cerns no other Perfon? Impoffible. The 
Event is cafy; Obftinacy, and a Love of 
Contention, are added to the | former 
Charge of her Want of Secrecy, and her 
Tl-will in the inventing the thing charged 
| upon 
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upon him: And under fuch an) Accu- 
mulation of Sufpicions, fome Part of 
which at leaft ’tis evident muft be true, 
*tis no Wonder. that they become. irre- 
coverable. 


But, my deareft ***, here is another 
Thought moft naturally ftarted, which 
may at once alarm you, and make you 
be very tender in your Diftaftes on thefe 
Accounts. You find we may be liable to 
Imperfections which ourfelves are not ac- 
quainted with: I think no Woman can 
be fo far from the Appearance of but the 
leaft of them 2s you; and yet “tis not im- 
poffible but, although unknown to me, 
fomething of this kind may be.too plain 
to your Hufband; nay, though it be un- 
known to yourfelf. Since there is buta 
Poffibility that this may be the Cafe, my 
Deareft, can you be too tender in thofe 
Cenfures which, be it but in your own 
Mind, you fling upon your Hufband: 
How know you but while you are thus 
inquifitive to find fome natural Defect 

in 















































invhim, he may be as induitrioufly la- 
bouring to difguife to himfelf fome Im- 
perfection of yours. Think, my Dear, 
how amiable a Light he will appear in, 
and in how hateful a one you would, could 
you be guilty of fuch a Folly, in this Cir- 
cumitance. Do not fuppofe that’ the 
ne may not happen as well as the other: 
Nay, do not flatter yourfelf that the 
one is at all lefs likely to happen than 
the other. You are, like him, an hue 
man Creature, and I have told you we 
are all liable to thefe Defects. You may 
not be fenfible of it, although he is; for 
F have alfo told you, and it is a moft 
certain Truth, that many of thefe things, 
though fenfible in the moft difagreeable 
Manner to others, are quite hid from 
ourfelves. I do not fuppofe you, my 
Dear, fubject to any Imperfection of this 
kind; much lefs can I think you capable 
of a Fault like the other. Pray under- 
{tand me as Imean, as only laying down 
fo you, who are a Wife, all that may 
regard the Conduct of a Wife, Suppofe 
bee fome 
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fome other ; for it is impoffible that you 
fhould place yourfelf, as much’ as it is’ 
that I fhould place you, in this Situation’; ” 
but, imagine fome. other Perfon%in “it.' 
‘The Wife, and: the beloved Wife (for 
that mutt be the Circumftance of a vir-° 
tuous. and’ a worthy Man) enjoying all 
that canbe called real Satisfaction in this” 
Life, and with a Profpect: of all this 
continuing fo long as her Life continues. 
Fancy her beloved in the tendereft Man- 
ner by her Hufband, who, perhaps igno- 
rantly to-himfelf, is fubject to fome De- 
foe of this» kind) ‘and fancy:her réveal- 
ing it to fome Intimate, that Intimate to 
her Acquaintance, and they to all the 
World: Suppofe the Hufband meeting 
every where with the Infult of this Re- 
proach, as coming from his Wife ; and, 
at the fame time fuppofe that he thinks it 
igned and pretended on her Part, re- 

membering on his own that he: is not only 
concealing from the World fome real Im- 
perfection of hets, but labouring to fhut his 
Sen'es againft it. Her real, Infidelity 

z, will 

































C 147% ) 
will-be ageravated by the fuppofed Ma- 
lice and Falfhood of the Afperfion, and 
both by his own Goodnefs and Generofity. 
The Confequence is eafily feen; he mutt 
defpife-and hate her. The prefent Peace 
of her Life is deftroyed, and all Profpeét 
of future Happinefs is facrificed, aud the 
is, either to be feparated from him for 
ever, or pafs a Life with him more in- 


tolerable, though lefs difhonourable, than 
the Separation. 


Ihave drawn you the full Length, my 
Dear, of a moft difeuftful Picture ; but 
you will, underftand it rightly. ’Tis fit 
you fhould be acquainted with the wort 
Confequences that can attend the F aults 
in a married Behaviour, that, feeing to 
what. little things even thefe in their 
greateft Extent may be owing, you may 
be, as you ought, upon your Guard a- 
gainft even the leaft of them. Adieu, 
my Dear; I am.as weary as you can be 
of fo difagreeable a Theme Let us for- 
: Pit 2 get 
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wet it; but let us never forget what may 


be its Occafions. 
* * *¥ 





L.E TT. E.R pXil*. 
On the Government of the Thoughts. 


Have taken up a great deal of your 

Time, my.deareft ***,..in cautioning 

you againft the common Miftake of 

young Wives of making Confidants ; and 

againft entrufting thefe with what ought 

to be the moft inviolable of all Secrets, 

the Defects or Imperfections, if there 

{fhould be any fuch, of your Hufband. 

This, to the Generality of Wives, would 

be all that the moft tender Friend could 

think it neceffary to mention; ‘all that 

fuch would need, or would be capable of 

guarding acaintt s but, my Dear, when I 

confider that it is to you I write, I know 

| I may fay more. I have told you that it 
is imprudent and ungrateful to mention, 
even to your greateft Favourite, the leaft 


Defect 





























Defect or Imperfection, or any thing that 
may feem but.difegreeable to you in the 
Perfon of your Hufband: This, my 
Dear is your Duty; but more is required 
of you by Reafon, as I have on feveral 
Occafions faid to you already, than is 
commanded by Duty. There are ways of 
doing ‘that which it is proper to do, and 
of letting alone that which is improper, 
which have in themfelves as much Me- 
rit as the very AG itfelf. It is concern- 
ing thefe that I have principally written 
to you: There are thefe delicate and ten- 
der Points in every Part of a married 
Life, and under every Circumftance of 
it, on which not only the very greateft 
Happinefs depends ; but they even dictate 
the Manner as well as Neceffity of the 
others. 





A Confideration of thefe has been the 
very Occafion and Purpofe of thefe Let- 
ters which I have written to you. They 
are, and the reft of them will be like the 

_. former, rather on’ the Decorum, than 
ahd ss im- 
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immediately on the Duties of a married 
Life; and, as I have told you juft now, 
the latter of thefe depends upon the 
former. Many grave Authors have writ- 
ten of the one; but none of them have 
touched upon the other. It is therefore 
that thefe Books appear uncouth and 
harfh, forbidding and difagreeable. As 
Men of Senfe and of Religion they have 
been enabled to prefcribe the Rules; ‘but 
they have no Knowledge of the Manner 
in which they are to be obeyed, -They 
have .not ‘been. married ; they are. not 
Women ; and believe me, my Dear, there 
is nothing befide Experience: that. can 
give Leffons upon fo nice a Point. Thofe 
who remember in. what themfelves have 
fucceeded, and.in what they have failed; 
what has been the Occafion of Happinefg 
to them, and what had like to have been 
an Occafion of Mifery, can, by the Ad- 
monitions of- that Remembrance, advife 
others how to obtain, and:how to avoid, 
what they ought to hope, and what they 
ought to fear. 


Think 






















































Think yourfelf happy, my deareit 
*** that you have the Advantage of 
fuch an Experience; think nothing te- 
dious or trifling that you meet with in 
thefe Letters: Thofe who defpife Trifles 
find themfelves deftroyed by them. Be 
attentive to the Virtues and the Duties 
ef that Condition into which you have 
thrown yourfelf with very little Know- 
ledge of it; you know their Concern 3 
but be as careful of the Manner in which 
you do them; for, without that, what is 
good may be ungraceful, and you may 
be unhappy, although you are virtuous. 


J have told you that Faults in a Wife 
generally grow upon very flight Foun- 
dations, the worft of them proceed 
from things in themfelves trifling; but 
their Increafe is certain. “The Acorn‘is 
fmall when it is planted in the Earth, 
but he muft be very ignorant indeed who 
affeéts to wonder at the large Tree thar 
grows from it. My Dear, watch. the 
Li as fart 
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firft Motions of your Heart in fecret* 
Correct them if they are amifs’; encou- 
rage and continue them if they are g60d; 
for upon thefe all depend. ‘They’are’the 
firft Shoots of every Flower that éan 
adorn the Garden of Marriage, and’ of 
every Weed that can deform it. - They 
may be rooted up with Eafe when young, 
or they may, be cherifhed with a’ little 


i have cautioned you againit revealing. 
any thing concerning. the Imperfections 
of your Hufband: Let me now tell you 
that, if you are good and wife in the De- 
gree that I expect to fee you, and that I 
am. perfuaded I fhall fee you, you will 
take Pains to conceal them not. only 
from others, but even from yourfelf. I 
have told you what. may ferve as an Ex- 
ample : I have fet before you the Conduc& 
of a Hufband, perhaps your own 5 for 
I teli you that, without your knowing it, 
he may be concealing, {fo far as it is pof- 
fible, 
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fible, even from himfelf, fomething that 
is difagreeable in you; and I have de- 
figned it as a Model for your own. Al; 
though it will be acting up to your Duty, 
my Dear, if you conceal from the World 
and keep within your own Breaft fuch 
Failings or Defects as you, and only -you, 
inay have Opportunities of difcoverings 
yet. a good Wife, nay, 4 wife one, if 
there were no more than that in it, will 
do more than ‘her Duty-: She will. not 
content herfelf.that. her Conduct. is un- 
blamable, fhe will endeayour to make it 
meritorious, and, will-lay a Claim to the 
Gratitude as well as) the -Acknowledge- 
ments‘of the Hufband’s Heart, and to 
the Applaufe as well. as the Approbation 


of her own. 


You would do all this, my Dear; I 
know you would; and, to purfue the 
Plan of my former Letter, let me inform 
you how this may be done, even under 
the leaft advantageous Circumftances. 
We will fuppofe your Hufband has fome 
* H a 
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natural Infirmity or Failing ‘in his :Per- 
fon, or-in his Conftitution, “which, “ac- 
cording to the Admonition I ‘have: given 
you already, you would-be very certain 
to keep from the Knowledge of all the 
World. There is yet a farther Step “in 
your Power; you may keep it almoft 
from your own.’ Thefe ithings’ are “in 
their ‘own Nature but! of little Confe- 
quence ; the Importance which they have 
they receive from the Manner in which 
we treat them. ’Tis in your Power, by 
employing your Thonghts for ever upon 
this’ Defect, be. it whatfoever, to make 
it of the greateft Confequence: *Tis in 
your Power-alfo, by denying it that re+ 
gard, to reduce it almoft to nothing. “I 
am fure I need not tell you,’ my ‘Dear, 
which of thefe is to be preferred. The 
Refpeét with which you treat your Huf- 
band will be returned to yourfelf; and 
all. the Merit to which’ you can arrive 
upon this Fiead is its own Reward: Let 
this encourage you. — “rir: 


Ji 





















































It-is of great Importance to your 
Hufband’s Peace to appear well to the 
World ; it is of yet greater to appear 

ell to you: Let him not, while -you 
have the Virtue to aflure unto him. the 
former, want the latter from your Want 
of Affection. 


Many Perfons have never difcoyered 
the moft confpicuous Imperfections In 
their deareft and moft intimate Friends, 
till fome foolifh and officious Perfon has 
named them; or if they had feen them 
at the Beginning of an Acquaintance, 
Length of Time, and Opportunity of 
obferving things much more worthy of 
Regard in the Perfon, have got the bet- 
ter of the unfavourable Imprefiion ; and, 
till this ill-timed Mention of them, the 
have never been obferved, although per- 
haps afterwards never forgotten. The 
i}l Office which thefe bufy People do to 


one another do nat you, my Dear, do to 
* Tic yourfelf 

























yourlelf. Guard your Mind againft fuch 
Thoughts, and, the Object of them will 
be forgotten. 





Shall I fpeak to you from Experience 
of the moft near kind. You remember 
your Uncle had a Defect in one of his 
Legs; it had been broke when he was 
an Infant, and iil fet. When he-firft 
vifited me I never could keep my Eye 
from the Imperfeétion: Not Good- 
nature, no nor good Manners, could 
influenceme to do what I ought; but.be- 
lieve me, my Deareft, when I was enough 
acquainted with him to fee the Upright- 
nefs of his Heart and Goodnefs of his 
Difpofition, I never faw the Shape of 
this Limb afterwards.. I was young, my 
Dear, as you are, and remember I was 
in danger from an Incident which I can- 
not remember without defpifing it moft 
perfectly. Some officious Friend, after 
J had many Years forgotten it, faid, fhe 
had often thought what Pity it was there 
was 
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was fuch a Blemith about a very agreeable 
Man. My Dear, I had moré Pain to 
get over this fecond Difficulty than the 
firft. My Eye was again involuntarily 
caft towards it, and I do affare you the 
Peace of my Life was never fo endan- 
gered as by this Adder 


This can be no exact Parallel, 
any thing that concerns you in this, 
but what a bufy Friend did for me, or 
fhall I fay a bufy Enemy did againit 
me in this Cafe, your own Thoughts 
may do, with regard to you, on fome 
like Occafion. I am affured that your 
Hufband has no Imperfection, Bie- 
mifh, or Defeét about him, which can 
come within the Knowledge of any one 
except yourfelf: Ido believe that he has 
none which can be known even to your- 
felf; but I am giving general, and do 
not let them appear particular, Cautions. 
Although he had no fuch Defect at the 
time when you married, ’tis poffible that 
iC 
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it may happen afterwards. Sicknefs, or 
the very Courfe’of Time, or of a-thou- 
fand Accidents, may’ occafion ‘it;/ and, 
being the Effect of thefe, and therefore 
the Fault of Nature, not’ his own, ‘you 
can have no Right to be difpleafed with 
him for it. “Phe fame Accidents may 
alfo happen to you; therefore, remem- 
bering what you would’ expect on’that 
Occafion, ‘do the fame: 


J have been all this time endeavouring, 
upon the Principles of Love, of ‘Virtue, 
of Reafon, ‘and of Selfintereft, to efta- 
blifh in’ you a Refolution of {eeing: as 
little as poffible any thing, if therebe 
any thine.in your Fiufband which he 
wifhées ‘hid,’or which;. if heeknew it, “he 
would. with hid. ©-Be ‘convinced,’ my 
Dear, and follow the Advice ftri@ly and 
cautioufly:* Whatever there may be, 
that is, not to fay difagreeable (for there 
can be nothing) whatever: there can’ be 
leaft.agreeable, about his Perfon, think 
leaft 
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leat: of it. It is your Duty ahd your 
Intereft to refpet him, and you will find 
your Account in it. Shall I advife you 
freely 2. Confider, whether there be any 
thing in your own Figure that is) lefs 
pleafing than the reft of it : Lown, my 
Dear, your Enemies would not, be able 
to find this; but yet yourlelf perhaps, 
on the moft important. Occafion. on 
which I advife you to make the Enquiry, 
may. Confult your Glafs, contult your- 
felf freely and impartially ; if there be 
any thing with which you can but re- 
member that you was once difpleafed, 
till. the Applaufe. of others buried the 
Thought of it; recall this to your Me- 
mory, and doubt not but your Hufband 
has Eyes to it, although he purpofely 
and good-naturedly fhut them. Let this 
be your Refource, and make. his Conduct 
your Example. Whenever the mifchiev- 
ous Recollection.of fomething, be it ever 
fo little difagreeable, or be it, but, ima- 
ginarily difagreeable, in him, would 
force 
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force itfelf upon’ your Thoughts, turn 
them to this little Blemith of your own. 
It will anfwer a thoufand Purpofes :. It 
will infpire Humility and Gratitude: It 
will tell you that you have no Right to 
that Opinion by which he reprefents 
you as perfect in his own Confideration, 
and confequently that it is an AG@ of 
Merit in. him to do fo. This Recollec- 
tion will, on thefe Principles, my Dearett, 
ferve you on a double Account: Inftead 
of your dwelling upon the Remembrance 
of what, though in itfelf a Trifle, might 
yet tend to render him difagreeable to 
you, on your Affection for whom your 
Peace and Happinefs depends ; it will at 
once teach you to look with fome Degree 
of Tiumility on yourfelf, and with a new 

Reipect on him: While it thews you in 

the fame Light your own Defeéts and his 
Perfections, it will be an Occafion of 
your being moderate in your Opinion 
of your own Merit, and warm in your 
Love to him. 


Thefe, 
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Thefe, my deareft ***, are Confidera- 
tions that will appear new toyou, and 
the Advice may poflibly feem harfh,; but 
you will reconcile yourfelf to it. Town 
that Vanity is a prevailing and a pleaf- 
ing Paffion with us ; and that it is too 
frequently the principal one in the Female 
Heart; but ’tis a Source of Mifchief, 
and does not: obtain us that Refpect 
which it demands of others, but their 
Contempt. ’Tis not to be encouraged : 
You will have Reafon enough, my Dear, 
to find it is not: And this will be one of 
the moft happy Methods on which it is 
poffible for you to fall for the fubduing 
it. When you think not fo well of your- 
felf as the World thinks of you, you 
enfure that good Opinion: When they 
difcover that you think better, they 
withdraw it in Proportion. J mention 
this, my Dear, as an accidental Advan- 
tage that will attend this ftucied and 


becoming Confcioufnefs of any Defect 
in 
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in yourfelf; but the great Circumftance 
is that on which I founded the Obferva- 
tion. As your good Qualities are more 
the Concern of your Hufband than they 
are of the World, his Eyes will be more 
open than thofe of the World to them. 
And this will be your greateft and moft 
effential Happinefs. You will, by this 
Conduct, while you are reducing your 
Senfe of your own Merit into Bounds 
that all People will call moderate, be 
raifing your Ideas of your Hufband’s 
Perfections. He will double his Senfe 
of all thofe good Qualities in you, 
which you feem not to prize highly 
enough yourfelf: and he will love you 
for acknowledging Merit in him as much 


as if yourlelf poffeffed it. 


* * * 
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Of Confent of Thought in the Affairs of 
Life. 


Congratulate with myfelf, as well as 
you, my deareft ***, that I have 
gone thro’ .the moft unpleafing Part of 
my Advice to you. Whatever is difa- 
greeable to you in the Reading, be af- 
fured, my Dear, has been more fo to me 
in the Writing. But Medicines, altho” 
they are diftafteful to the Palate, are 
often neceffary; and the Wife, 
will {wallow them, by way of Preven- 
tion in Times of Danger. I am affured, 
that all’ I have -been writing in 
my two laft Letters, is what concerns 
not you nor your Hufband at this Time. 
I never fuppofed, or imagined, that 
it did; but I have told you that it 
may: And J am happy that I have nor 
left you unprovided againft the moft 
dangerous Attack that can be made upon 
the Marriage Happinefs ; or unprepared 
to meet it be itever fo fudden or what is 
H much 
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much more dangerous, be it ever fo fubtle 
or fo hidden an Attack. But ‘we have 
done with it: And from the Confidera- 
tion of what may be neceffary, let’ us pafs 
to the Remainder of what is. 


My Dear, beware of that common 
Error, that the Wife has no. Bufinefs 
with her Hufband’s Affairs. It ‘has 
ruin’d the Peace of many, and the‘Prof- 
perity of more Families. “There can be 
no Concern of -Importance that is’ his, 
which is not equally yours. You have 
Underftanding that may be ufeful to 
him in the Management of the‘moft dif- 
cult and nice Events, -and he will with 
to have a Friend with whom he can.ad- 
vife, and to whom he can*unburthen-his 
Heart, and communicate his Sentiments 
on fuch Occafions. Who is fo proper 
as you? Take Care that he may fee, 
none is fo worthy of the Confi- 
dence. 


But in the avoiding one Fault, my 
deareft ***, be careful that you don’t 
run 















































run into another: It’s common forthe 
Dread of one Extream to drive People 
of weak Minds upon the Oppofite; but 
this is not your Danger. ‘There is not 
any Part of the Conduct of ja Wife fo 
-effential.as. this: I am forry,to fay there 
is not.any fo difficult ; but you have. the 


Clue of Difcretion which will lead you 


through all the Windings of the Laby- 
rinth, Remember, my Dear, that a 
‘middle Conduét, ; between. the Extremes 
of -one Part and the other, is ge- 
nerally the right: It is in ,nothing fo 
effential.as in this: The.Point .at which 
you are to aim is the middle State be- 
tween Neglect and Impertinence: The 
one 1S not more mifchievous than. the 
‘other is troublefome. 


Remember as an.univerfal Rule, and 
‘have Recourfe to it to try your Condué 
upon all Occafions, that your Intereft 
and your Duty are to have a general 
Knowledge of the Affairs of your Huf- 
band ; but not a particular one: The 
firft is ufeful, the other is idle and un- 
FY-2. > necef- 
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neceflary. It would very ill become the 
Wife who did but affeét the Character. of 
a good.one, not to know whether fhe 
had one thoufand Pounds a Year. or five 
to live upon; but it would be a Blemifh 
inthe Character of the beft, ‘to be inqui- 
fitive what Money: her Hufband {pent in 
his common Occafions; or at what Time 
every particular Tenant paid him. 


I do not know a better Rule, after the 
firft, than that you are always ready to be 
informed ‘of whatfoever your Hufband 
thinks it proper to communicate.to you ; 
and that you never exprefs the leaft Defire 
‘of knowing more. His Love to you will 
‘not fuffer him to conceal any thing of 
Moment from you, the knowing which 
can be of either the leaft Good or. the 
leaft Pleafure to you. If he keep from 
your Knowledge that which» gives him 
Pain, and would give it you alfo unne- 
ceflarily, it is more than Impertinence ; 
it is Ingratitude to teize him to reveal it. 
Eis Love for you, as it will influence 
him to communicate all his real 
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Concerns, fo it will alfo plead with him 
to be careful of them. ‘He who is hap- 
py with you will be careful that he con- 
tinue fo ; and he will know that in ex- 
plaining to you what are the real Cir- 
cumftances of his Affairs, he, at once, 
gives you a rational Affurance of the 
Continuance of that Happinefs, and 
arms you againft any little Temptation 
you might have to break in upon it. 


I don’t know whether it have been 
owing to a Backwardnefs in the Hul- 
band to explain his Circumftances, or to 
a Negligence in the Wife of attending to 
that Explanation ; but wherever the Fauit 
has lain, I have been Witnefs to the Ef- 
fe&t in many Families, the Ruin of thofe 
who would otherwife have continued in 
Profperity : And of this you may be al- 
fured, my Dear, that with the Deftruc- 
tion of the Fortune in this Cafe, there al- 
--ways happens that of the Harmony, 
which alone could give them the Means 
of enjoying it. 
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Let me be very plain with you,: for 
the Importance of the Occafion requires 
and will juftify it. 1 have feen among 
our own Relations, thofe whom no other 
Incident could have hurt, made mifcrable 
by this want of mutual Knowledge. and 
mutual Confidence. You will. know 
whom I mean, my Dear, without my 
explaining myfelf farther. 1.don’t know 
whether the Hufband omitted to tell,. or 
the Wife neglected to regard the Situa- 
tion of their Affairs; but this you fee; 
rhey lived at ten times their Income, and 
they are ruined, Lam afraid. the Fault 
was too much her’s, and therefore. ’tis, I 
produce the Inftance by way.of cautien- 
ing you againft it. ‘This is the more de- 
plorable, my Dear, in that it happens 
the moft naturally where the People love 
syne another moft; the Wife is giddy 
and runs into Expences fuited to her In- 
clination, not to her Circumftances ;. the 
Hufband is fenfible of it, but he loves 
her: too well to tell her fhe is wrong: 


He.can confent to the Diftrefs which he 
fees 

































fees in Profpect, rather than. intrude up- 
on the immediate Pleafures of the Wo- 
man whom he loves. What an Afflic- 
tion muft this be to her Breaft after- 
ward, To confider that fhe has involved 
not only herfelf, but the Man who doats 
on her in Difficulties, and this becaufe 
he doated on her. 


You have been happy, my Dear, in 
marrying a Man of fuch a Fortune that 
it is not eafy to be hurt: But as with 
Mifers the Defire of Money encreafes 
with the Sum of it, fo with People of 
Pleafure, and you are too young not to 
have a Tafte for that, the Love of Ex- 
pence encreafes with the Means of it. 
Altho’ it is not eafy to fuppofe your 
Fortune cou’d be hurt even by Excefles, 
yet there is no Fortune but may be ru- 
ined ; and there are Exceffes againft 
which no Circumftances can ftand it 
long. I tell you in good Time, my 
Dear, what may, not what is likely to 
happen: But be guarded againft it as 
much as if it were probable. It wou’d 
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be terrible to find Occafion of denying 
yourfelf many Things to which you had 
a natural Right, becaufe you had been 
idle enough to indulge in thofe to which 
you had not; and it will be the more 
hard to be without thefe, becaufe you 
had enjoy’d thofe which were greater. 
Can there be a more aggravating Cir- 
cumftance? Yes, more than one, and 
you fhall hear them, becaufe I know it 
is the only Way by which you can be 
informed of them, and they will guard 
you againft the very firft and flighteft 
Steps, towards what in others might 
end in compleat Ruin. Wou’d it not 
be a terrible Confideration, in the Midft 
of the Want of Things, which are in 
themfelves ufeful, to recollect that it is 
owing to the Indulgence in fome other 
Article, which while you enjoy’d it in 
the fulleft Profufion, was not only ufe- 
lefs but incapable of giving you Plea- 
fure: And to fum up the Account 
with that which muft, more than all 
other Confiderations, wound a tender 
and a generous Heart, Whatever Affitc- 
tion, 































tion and Remorfe muft attend the hav- 
ing involved in the Diftrefs a worthy 
and an indulgent Fiufband ; who only 
fell into it becaufe he -was too tender of 
your Peace, to check or ftop you in the 
idleft of your Extravagances. 


What muft be the Affliction of that 
Woman; do not imagine, my Deareft, 
that I level every Confideration at your 
immediate Circumftances ; that which I 
am about to name can never become 
yours: But it is better to admonifh -you 
by parallel Inftances, than to fhock you with 
what are direct, and may be unneceffary : 
What I fay, my Dear, muft be the Di- 
ftrefs of that Woman who, after Ten or 
a Dozen Years Marriage, finds it impof- 
fible to fupport a Pair of Horfes to her 
Coach, becaufe in the fir Half Dozen 
Years fhe would not be drawn by lefs 
than fix: What of that fallen Grandeur, 
which becaufe at firft it wou’d eat only 
on Plate, cannot’ at laft afford to fup on. 
China. | 
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But.to return from Generals, to what 
will intereft and concern you in Particu- 
lar: My Dear be cautious, but that: is: 
not all the Charge I have to give yous 
be circumfpect not only over your Ac- 
tions and your Inclinations, but over the 
firft and the leaft Tendencies of your 
Thoughts toward Extravagance. °*Tis 
on the Regulation of thefe that, all de- 
pends: I have told you, and I repeat it, 
that ’tis thefe which are the real Spring 
of the greateft Things that can concern 
yeu, and therefore it is that I have been 
fo careful in. directing all my Advice 
and Admonition towards thefe.. Do 
not imagine from what I am faying, 
chat I have any Defign to fet you againft 
the innocent and proper Enjoyments of 
Life, nay not againft its Indulgences: 
There are a vaft many Things People of 
your Fortune may allow themfelves 
without being extravagant: Nay ‘ts 
hardly eafy to fay, in general, fetting 
ifide Play, what cou’d deferve the Name, 
but ‘ftill, my Dear, be careful. Altho’ 
nothing that you ‘can immediately fall 
upon 

























































upon’ can well deferve the Name of 
Excefs; yet Things which you can 
at the Extent of Prudence and Cécono- 
my afford may, nay, and they will natu- 
rally lead you to thofe which you can- 
not. Here is the Danger: —- And you 
muft guard againft its firft Approaches. 


Be careful, my Dear, how you enter 
on any new Article of Expence upon 
your own Opinion: Nor defpife the 
Confideration becaufe trifling in itfelf : 
’T will be the Road to what is important. 
I wou’d have you ftart at the leaft Inno- 
vation in your Expence or Family. 
Two additional Servants lead the Way 
to Twenty: The hiring a Country-Seat 
in a more convenient Situation, will lead 
to the building one. Whatfoever is done of 
this kind, let it be your Hufband’s Act, 
not yours. Nor think it any Authority 
or Excufe for you, that if it be your 
Propofal he make no Objections. His 
Affection to you may prevent his fpeak- 
ing, even where his Reafon would en- 
‘cline him to it: And what can be fo 
H 6 un- 
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( 156’) 
ungrateful as to take fuch Advantage of 
fuch a Paffion. 


But this is not all, you are not only 
to have an Eye upon your own Conduct 
in. this important Article, but on his. 
I need= not tell you, my Dear, with 
how much Caution fuch a Piece of Ad- 
vice is to be obey’d: But yet it is to be 
obey’d. You cannot be too fevere in 
your Examination of your own Conduct 
on this Head; and you cannot be too 
referved and delicate in that of your 
Hufband. I have told you that his Af- 
fection: for you may prevent him from 
pointing out to you, even in the gentlett 
Manner, Errors in your Conduct: The 
fame Affection may blind him alfo to 
Errors in his own, whem they are fuch 
as lead to Things that will give you 
ereater Pleafure. In this Cafe, furely, 
the AffeCtion, which ought on your 
Part to be in equal Meafure with his 
own, will direét you to. fee for him; 
and altho’ your own Intereft or your‘own 
Indulgence is concerned, it will influence 
you. 






























you to fpeak againft them. ‘There-can- 
not be in any Thing fo much Premedi- 
tation neceflary as in the fpeaking on 
fuch an Occafion: Yet of all other Op- 
portunities, the Occafion you will have 
-of doing it on thefe Terms will be the 
moft favourable, and will take off the 
moft of that Reftraint. I need not tell 
you that the Language of a Wife on 
fuch a Subject, is to be that of A- 
pology, and Fear of Difobliging, and 
of a Confcioufnefs that it is eafy for her 
to be miftaken: But with all this there 
may be Room for Reafon. And when 
her Hufband fees that her Love is the 
the Source of her Care, and difcovers that 
Care to be employ’d againft herfelf, not 
in Favour of any Thing that might 
give her Pleafure, he will not only li- 
ften, and be indulgent to the Prefump- 
tion of the Advice, tho’ it ought not 
to wear the full Force of Advice neither : 
He will love the Perfon who fees his 
Intereft and her own to be the fame ; 
and who, in. that Confideration, can- 
not only decline, but. fear the Appear- 
: ance 
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ance of what feems to give her but the 
Preference. 


Here, my Dear, is an Article, under 
which there appears a Method of mak- 
ing that which is the moft offenfive, and 
the moft dangerous of all the Duties of 
a Wife, pleafing and meritorious, *Tis 
fo in many other Particulars. when they 
are rightly ftudied. The prudent Wife 
will not only avoid the common Occa- 
fions of Offence, but fhe will make 
thofe Things her Advantage, which to 
another are moft fatal. You will per- 
haps fee fome Occafion in which not 
your own Concerns but his are leading 
to Extravagance: You will fee thar not 
his Indulgence to you, but his Propenfity 
to Racing, or to any other of the fa- 
fhionable Follies of the Great, is the 
Object of your Danger: This is a much 
more dificult Tafk for you than the 
former; but the Duty encreafes with 
the Difficulty; and the more Danger 


may attend the Attempt, the more 
Caution 
























































Caution is neceflary in the making it; 
but there is no Plea for declining it. 


You will know that it is only very 
tenderly fuch a Thing can be men- 
tioned to him: You will know, my 
Dear, that to provoke him, is to render 
him refolute and obftinate: Chufe a 
proper Moment: Be not rafh in the 
Refolution, much lefs in the executing 
it. Wait to deliberate, and be firft fure 
that it is neceffary you fhould fpeak ; 
then be careful that you fpeak in a pro- 
per Time, and that you do it with pro- 
per Refpect and Caution. Hint your 
Meaning firft in remote Terms. | Speak 
of others who have fallen into the Folly, 
without feeming to think him in any Dan- 
ger of it. If he receive this with Temper, 
you are fure to fucceed, perfift ; but let 
not the Profpeét of Succefs make you 
rafh : Nor fuffer his Willingnefs to | ften 
to you, when you fpeak as you ought, : 
to encourage you to expect the fame 
favourable Attention to Things that you 
ought not to fay. Remember that it 
has 
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has been to the remote Manner in which 
you nam’d this Matter that you owe the 
happy Confequences of your having na- 
med it, and to continue them purfue 
the fame Plan. Never let it feem to 
have entered into your Imagination that 
he was in Danger, but urge from Time 
to’ Time new Inftances of the Weakneis 
of engaging in fuch Attempts, and of 
the Ruin that has attended the doing fo, 
he will be won perfectly: He will not 
only pay the more Attention to your 
Reafons, for the'diftant Manner of your 
urging them, but he will, on the Prin- 
ciple I have been inculcating, through- 
éut the preceding Letter to you, my 
Dear, love you ‘for the Virtue of trying} 
even while you were uneafy at his Weak- 
neffes, to fhut your Eyes upon them; 
and even to be ignorant’ of them while 
you advis’d againft them. 


A Conqueft of this’ Kind, my Dear, 
will give you more folid, and more ra- 
tional Pleafure, than all the Beauties of 


the World ever felt from the imaginary 
Victories. 


























































Victories of their Eyes; and you will 
have a Right to pride yourfelf upon 
it. °Tis not this Circumftance alone, 
the cautious Behaviour I have named 
will be of Ufe to you. What 
is in this Manner delivered «as _par- 
ticular, will ferve as general Admoni- 
tion; and tho’ you never fhould have 
this exact Occafion to employ it, yet 
keep it in your Mind for others. Truth, 
my Dear, is Truth for ever, and on all 
Occafions ; and that Behaviour which is 
right in one Circumftance, will fhew you 
what is alfo proper in another. 


I have told you, my Deareft ***, 
#;0ow you are to continue your Behaviour 
if the firft Step fucceed; and “tis ten 
thoufand to one that it will do fo. 
There yet remains; however, to con- 
fider what wou’d be your proper Con- 
du&t if it fhould fail: ‘This is a more 
difficult Part in the Execution, but not 
in the Determination: Fewer Words 
will deliver it; and tho’ it be not eafy, 
you muft remember, my Dear, that ie 
18 
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is neceflary you fhou’d prattife it. IF 
on the firft remote Hint he become dif- 
pleafed: If he hear you unwillingly; if 
he try. to fhift the Subject; orif he be 
abfolutely peevifh, give it up entirely. 
Ido not fay, my Dear, that you are to 
give it up for ever, but entirely for 
that Time. Be affured he “is either de- 
voted to the Mifchief paft all reclaim- 
ing;, tho’ that wou’d be the laft Thing 
to fufpect, or elfe he is, involved, fodeep- 
ly in the prefent Scheme, that ’tis impof- 
fible for him to get back if he. ever 
fo much with it. This is much, more 
likely to be the Cafe, and I need not 
fay how much it is the happier: In this 
Situation you will have nothing to. d@ 
but to wait with Patience for the Event, 
and to pray that it may be unfortunate 
to him in the immediate Chance. 


Few who. fit down to play, or who 
engage themfelves in» any* Species of 
Gaming, know what is the Confequence 
of the firft Decifion : To win is often to 


be undone: To lofe is the fingle Means 
of 































of their Security. Be not uneafy. at 
the Sum that depends on the firft Bett ; 
Enquire not after it; and if you.come 
by Accident to the Knowledge, let it 
not. give you Concern that it is. confi- 
derable. In your Hope that he will lofe, 
the larger it is the better, becaufe it will 
the more deter him from repeating the 
Hazard. Men are all backward: in this 
dangerous Folly at the firft; “tis only 
Cuftom that familiarizes them; and he 
who is throughly chagrined at the farft 
‘Lofs,. will not continue it into aCuftom. 


Altho’ I wou’d have you of all Things 
avoid medling in your Hufband’s »pri- 
vate Affairs, or» enquiring into. thofe 
little Things which he may with to have 
remain a Secret: Yet this is far from 
a trivial Concern, and it will juftify 
your Curiofity.. I mean, my Dear, that 
it will juftify it to yourfelf, for nothing 
can do fo to him. . Therefore altho’ it 
1s neceflary to enquire, ’tis as neceflary 
and as important to you to do this in 
fuch a Manner that he may not difcover 
you 
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you are enquiring. It will not be difi- 
cult for you to know the particular Sub- 
ject.on which he is interefted: And it 
will be lefs. difficult to know when and 


how that will be decided. 


I have caution’d you, my deareft ***, 
and no Caution can be too ftrict upon 
fo material a Point, to be filent in your 
Remonttrances, let them have been ever 
fo. remote, as foon as you -have. found 
that he is averfe to hear them: But 
when you have watch’d this time, you 
may and you muft fpeak again. I do 
not tell you there can be too much Ten- 
dernefs in the Manner, or too many 
Confiderations as to the bringing this 
about, but ftill ic muft be done. I fhall 
not blame you for trembling at. the 
Thought of {peaking to him upon a 
Subjeét, on which he has. already fhewn 
himfelf fo apt to take Offence: But ftill 
it muft be fpoken of. Remember for your 
Comfort in the Tafk, that the Circum- 
{tances are now alter’d; and there are 


many Things that may be faid and may 
be 
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be done too, without Offence, under par- 
ticular Opportunities, that can by no 
Means be attempted prudently at others. 


I have told you that fuppofing him 
averfe to hear you at the firft: “Tis pro- 
bable it was becaufe he was engag’d too 
firmly to go back, and in. that Situation 
even Things which he knew to be right 
would only teize him. Tis now other- 
wife, the Decifion is made, and he is 
perfectly free from thofe Engagements. 
But the Crifis is yet more important: 
Happy it is for you that he will hear 
you with more Temper. He is now at 
‘the Point of Time in which he will ei- 
ther devote himfelf for Life, to the moft 
deftru@tive of all Purfuits, or he will 
forfake it altogether. Your Bufincis is 
plain, and you will have your Leffon 
into what Form you are to throw your 
Arguments. You will know. whether 
he has loft or won. If he have won, 

our Point is to lay before him the Dan- 
ger he has efcaped, not in its immediate 


but remote Confequences ; and you can 
no 
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no way do this fo well as by the Inftance 
of fome once happy Family whom you 
have known ruin’d and deftroy’d by it. 
Point the Advantage to him as no- 
thing: For it truly is nothing ; and fet 
before him, tho’ in diftant Terms, the 
Folly of engaging in a Game in which 
all’that can be won can be of no Ufe, 
cannot be wanted, nor can be worth the 
accepting ; when what may be loft in the 
Chance may prove a Subject of In- 
quietude. .Thefe ate Reafons which 
will not fail to have occurr’d in a’Man’s 
own Thoughts, but he will pay a new 
Regard to them when they are. offer’d 
from another, and the more fo, as they 
will come from a Perfon whom he loves. 
He will be pleas’d with an Opportunity 
of doing that which he knows to ‘be 
right and important; and_at the fame 
time obliging. you ; and you will at once 
have gain’d your Point, and have added 
to the greateft of all Treafures, to the 
Store of his Efteem and ‘Affection. 


This, my Dear, would probably be 
the 
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the Cafe, had you the Occafion to prefs 
the proper ‘Thought upon ‘a Hufband 
who had begun by wining, but it -will 
be yet’an eafier Tafk if he have lof. You 
had in the other a ‘fuccefsful Folly to 
combat, “but you ‘have in this Cafe 
only ‘to baffle one that has already pu- 
nifh’d itfelf ; and that ‘the Mind, which 
had encourag’d it, is naturally fick of. 
Yet, ‘my Dear, the eafieft Duty becomes 
eafier, when'we fet about it on the proper 
Foundation, and in the proper Manner. 


In the other Cafe I have advis’d you 
to ufe ‘remote and diftant Hints, and to 
name ‘the whole Matter as if it con- 
cern’d fome other, not himfelf. In this 
Iam of ‘another Opinion :. There was 
Prudence ina pretended Ignorance then, 
becaufe your’ Knowledge of every Event 
cou’d have anfwer’d ‘no good Purpofe : 
In this there may be-a Merit made of 
that very Knowledge, and therefore ] 
wou'd not with you to difguife ir. 


You wou'd be very wrong ‘to give 
him 
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him. I.eave.to think, you had enquir’d 
after the Nature or the Event of his En- 
gagements. Men of Honour do not thefe 
Things in fecret; nor among People.of 
Fortune is there much Care taken to 
make Secrets of them.,.. There muft have 
been Witneffes to the Bet:»They «may 
be fuppos’d to have. named it among 
their Acquaintance, thofe to theirs ;. and 
in this Manner it will appear very.na> 
tural that you have heard of the A ffair, and 
of its Confequence ; tell him you have, 
tell him of it freely ; and without fhew- 
ing the leaft Difcompofure, tell him you 
are glad. he has loft. Add, that. you 
fhall never fuppofe you have any Right 
to meddle. in his Engagements, but that 
as Play is the laft Thing you fhould fup- 
pofe him capable of. falling. into, you 
are very glad that when fome Accident 
had led him into the Precincts of it, 
the firft Stake was to his Difadvantage. 


The difinterefted Turn which you af- 
fet in this will give you Credit with 
him; and the Pleafantry. and Good- 
Humour 
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Eiumour with which you’ purfue 
the Difcourfe, will obtain you a favour- 
able Hearing: He will be pleas’d to 
hear you rallying a Folly of which 
himfelf is fick at that Moment. You 
will have an ‘Opportunity of preffing 
upon him in this free Manner, all the 
Arguments I have pointed out to you 
before, as what might have been of 
Force with others, but are unneceffary 
to him. He will receive them all with 
a thorough Good-Will: He will admire 
your Difcernment, and he will love your 
Prudence ; and thefe Thoughts coming 
together upon him at a Time when he 
is open to Conviction, and at the fingle 
Moment in which Conviction itfelf cou’d 
take any Hold upon him ; he will acknow-- 
ledge all their Force, and he will put 
in Practice all their Admonitions. 





"Tis thus, my deareft ***, that the 
_ moft dangerous Things are conquer’d : 
when they are oppos’d in Time the 
| fMlighteft Attacks prevail apainft them; 
| «when they are neglected, the ftrongeft 
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are ineffectual, Purfue the Plan in every: 
Part of your Life... °Tis. not only this. 
Danger that may, be fet afide by timely 
Prudence,, and by cautious Endeavours :. 
With a Man of the good. Senfe, and good 
Difpofition of which your. Hufband is 
pofiefied, there is nothing but may. Keep. 
it in your Mind, that you neglect. not, 
nor poftpone the {peaking what. ’tis pro- 
per you fhould fay, and you, will feldom, 


fpeak in vain. 
* & 
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LETTER ‘Xit 


On the general Behaviour and Deport- 
ment .. 


AVING written to you of fo 

many Things, my dearefl * * *, 
and of thefe fo largely, you will. fuppofe 
that I have done. Alas, my. Dear, the 
moft immediately: neceflary Part of what 
I have to fay to you, is not yet begun. 
I have prepared for it in all this, and no. 
Pre- 




























Preparation could be too much, fince it 
is not only the moft effential Part that is 


to come, but it’ is alfo that on which it 


is both moft difficult for me to fpeak, 
and for you to hear. 


You ‘have read in my feveral Letters 
to you, what I have been taught by Ex- 


“perience, to’ be not only the feveral par- 


ticular Duties of a Wife; but the Manner 
in which each of them is be performed 
moft to your Satisfaction, and to your 
Advantage. But ftill, my Dear, this 
holds but with Regard to Particulars, 
there is a general Conduct neceflary. 
I have endeavoured to extend the 
Thought from all thefe into that larger 
Confideration, but ftill thefe Opportuni- 
ties could let me do it but imperfectly, 
Suffer me now that you have feen the 
Neceffity of it, and that I have ‘in fome 
Degree prepared your Mind for. it, to 
enter on it fully. It is more neceflary 
to you than all the reft 3 nay, poffibly, 
it may be the only Confideration :necef- 
fary. What I have hitherto faid to you 
|e. con- 
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concerning particular Occafioris, » relates 
principally to Particulars, and many of 
them may not; a great Part of them, Iam 
perfuaded, will not occur. But ftill 
there is a general Deportment neceffary 
to be ftudied, fince that muft have its 
Ufe, and ‘is called in on all Occafions ; if 
what I have already explained be  fa- 
vourably implanted in your, Mind,: as 
I have no Reafon'‘to doubt but it is, you 
will receive the reft favourably. 


The Foundation of all lies, my Dear, 
in this, that there is a real Superiority 
in the Hufband ; the Laws of God and 
Man, eftablifh this, and you muft 
join with all Woman-kind in fubfcrib - 
ing to it: To do this happily, is to do 
it readily ; where it comes with Reluctance 
it is always painful, and. it is never per- 
fect. Iam fenfible that we have natural 
Pride, and the Men are to blame in that 
they fupport and encourage it in our 
Hearts. What can be fo wrong, as for 
thofe to place themfelves in the Condi- 


tion of our Slaves, who know that after 
the 
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the repeating a few Words, they fhail be 
viewed as our Lords and Mafters. They 
ate mean who take a great Advantage of 
the Cuftom ; but my Dear, the beft and 
moft indulgent of them will keep up the 
Prerogative, even yours will not refufe 
himfelf the Confcioufnefs of it. 


To reconcile yourfelf to it, for with 
any newly married Woman it goes 
againft the Stomach, confider that it is 
in Nature, and that the Law of God 
ordains it. We are weak and ufelefs to 
the World, they are our Support and 
our Defence, and to their Piudence, as 
well as their Strength, are owing our 
Security, and all the Advantages of 
Society. This will demand fome- 
thing from us, and that not only Gra- 
titude, but fome Degree of Subjec- 
tion ; befides, my Deareft, Reafon isin 
this authorifed by Cuftom, and that not 
of one Country, or one Time, but of al} 
the World, and of all Ages; and that 
Cuftom is ratified by Law in all Places. 
I am. fenfible it will be eafy to object, 
Tr 3%, that 
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that Men make Laws, and that they will 
therefore be fure to make them: in their 
own Favour. Be not carried away, my 
Dear, with fuch light Opinions ; there 
are Laws not of Man’s making, but.of 
God’s, and thefe, as the others, fupport. 
and authorife his Superiority on their 
Side. JI thank Heaven, my Deareft, that 
your’ Education has not been among. 
thofe who fuppofe it a Seandal to. be: 
cood ; or that they are to-difregard their 
Bible, becaufe it is the Word of their 
Creator. This Book; my Dear, which 
is not, like others, capable of Error,. 
gives you the Hiftory of a People who: 
did not make their own Laws, but for’ 
whom the Creator of the World: by -his 
own Voice fpoke and eftablifhed them. 
You find thefe People for along Courte 
of Time under the immediate Govern- 
ment and Direétion of God} and. in ‘all 
that Time you will find’ the*Wife ‘obe- 
dient to ‘her Hufband, “and treating him 
tho’, as her Friend and her Companion, 
yet alfo as her Superior. ‘The common 


Title under which the Hebrew Wives ad- 
drefied 
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dreffed their Hufbands, and under which 
they fpoke of them in their Abfence ; 
for thefe People fpoke alike before their, 
Faces and behind their Backs, was, ™A 
Lord: among the greateft People, and 
among the leaft, in the moft polifhed, and 
in the moft barbarous Climates, {till 
this has been preferved, and what has 
been thus ordained both: by God ancl 
Man, what has been agreed to, ancl 
complied with in all Places, and by all 
People, do. not you, »my Dear, think. ic 
hard to confent unto. It is the Cuftom 
of all the World, and it is the Cuftom 
of your own Country 5 at leaft it is fo 
of the wife and virtuous Women of it; 
and thefe, I hope, are thofe whom you 
would follow. Exgland, my deareft * **, 
is of all the Earth the Place where the 
Hubband builds leaft upon this Preroga- 
tive, where he feels. leaft of his Superi- 
ority, and ufes leaft Authority over his 
Wite : think it happy that you are born 
in fo fortunate a Kingdom, but do not 
take the leaft Step toward carrying that 
Indulgence, which its Cuftoms give you 
T 4 too 
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too far: This would be not only Weak- 
nefs, but Ingratitude. 


Pfhall not deny but that we have too 
many E’xamples of thofe who do it ; and 
it is therefore I am the more eéarneft in 
advifing you to “avoid it. Example in 
fll is no Authority, my Dear; nor 
would you be at all the lefs faulty, be- 
caufe ten thoufand People were faulty 
with you. You will fee an Appearance 
of Freedom and Independence in thefe 
unworthy Wives, which carries a tempt- 
ing Look with it, but this’ is alt 
Appearance. A fad Heart “lurks be- 
neath thefe Smiles upon the Countenance, 
and the Pretence of Happinefs being all 
that is in their Power, they will make 
the moft of that poor Advantage ; but 
fuppofe all this Freedom real, is it worth 
while, my Dear, to purchafe it at the 
Expence of your Peace, and of your 
Iiufband’s Love ; for that is the fure 
Price that muft be paid for it.~ Surely, 
it is not; a gay Face abroad, is but a 
poor Reward for a heavy Heart at es 
anic 
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and which in the End is the Lofs of all 
this Freedom and this Independence. 
You will loofe Money uncontrouled by 
him ; but you are ftill within the Con- 
troul of your own Income ; that fepa- 
rate Income which is the Source of all 
this Folly, and.of all this Mifery. You 
can be late abroad, alas! Is this a Plea- 
fare? You love your Hufband ;. and 
you will always love him, . becaufe he 
will always deferve it: You will there- 
fore find your Home a Place of greater 
Pleafure than all thefe Rendezvous. You 
can receive the Civilities of Strangers. 
Believe me,. Deareft, tho’ you can you 
ought not. I do not fuppofe them ten- 
ding to any Thing guilty, and therefore 
I fay nothing of the ferious Thoughts 
that might occur on the Occafion, but 
be they ever fo unmeaning, they are fill 
liable to Mifconftruction ; and. they are 
{candalous with this Man whom you re- 
gard not; while they would be-a Virtue 
if directed to the Man you loved. 
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Be affured, my deareft ***,. that:thefe, 
idle and weak as they are, are yet the 
three great Sources of that Hate to-Su- 
periority which poffefs the female Heart. 
When a Hufband is confidered asa Su~: 
perior, it’s not the Fault, but.the De- 
pendance that is connected’ with it, that 
ruins all: And yet, my Dear, Ruin is 
the fure Attendant upon the fhaking of 
that Dependance. ‘If you could be in- 
clined fo envy the prefent Situation: of 
thefe free Wives, thefe Libertine Wives, 
Jet me call them; for very few of them 
deferve a better Name; look into the 
future Period of it, and you will be 
weaned from the Fondnefs with which 
the prefent might infpire you. If it ap~ 
pear uncertain to look into the Future, 
confider the Condition of thofe who have 
been like them, what is it but Contempt, 
and a Contempt that will fting to the 
Heart, becaufe it is deferved. It is not 
only theNeglect and Difregard of all good 
People, but even of thofe who are as 
faulty as themfelves 5 her neareft Rela- 
tions 
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fions are fay. of her ;, her very Intimates 
ina former Period afhamed of her. The 
Malice of. the. World has.encreafed, pets 
haps, no more than Appearance into 
Guilt, and thofe who, have Reputations 
will not fully them by her Acquaintance , 
thofe who do not deferve any, will not 
expofe their flender Pretenfions, by coun- 
tenancing one who is fufpected. They 
who themfelves want Protection, are not 
only the laft that can, but they are. the 
laft that will give it, and be affured in 
the fame Manner that thofe who want 
will be the laft that will obtain it. 


Let not Appearances deceive you ; 
be affur’d, my Dear, that the Regard of 
others follows that of your Hufband with 
equal Steps. When he thinks meanly 
of his Wife, the World will not long 
think well of her. They know he is the 
beft Judge of what Confideration fhe 
truly deferves ; they know that he 1s 
interefted to think well of her, becaufe 
his own Charaéter depends in fome De- 
gree on hers: They know. he will tup- 
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port her Reputation’ as long as he-can 
with Juftice and Truth, or but with any 
tolerable Appearance of them : and they 
are always ready to conftrue T hings .to 
ill: They will fuppofe he muft: have 
more Reafons than they know of for his 

- Difrefpect: They will fuppofe thefe the 
worft that it is poffible they can be; and 
judging upon that Suppofition as if it 
were an eftablifhed and a certain Truth, 
they will condemn as if they had Evi- 
dence. 


All this, my Dear, depends upon: the 
original Principle where I have placed its 
Root, and from whence | have deduced 
tt. Your Hufband will expect you to 
retain a Senfe of his Superiority, and he 
has a Right to expect it. The lefs he 
affumes, the more will be your Merit in 
allowing it, and the more Pleafure will 
he have in feeing that-you do fo. ‘The 
profefling this is fulfome ; but the keep- 

_ Ing it in Remembrance is of the firft U- 
tility. Your Adtions, my Dear, and 
not your Words, are to convince him 
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that you have a due Senfe of this Dif- 
tinétion ; and thefe are an eafier Tefti- 
mony than the other. While he fees that 
you regard him in this Light, he will 
know that you will pay him Refpect in 
his Advice; he will therefore think 
your Condu& always right, becaufe he 
will find it always conform to his Opi- 
nions ; and he will therefore juftify it in 
evety Step, both to his own Ear, and 
the Worlds. 


I know this would be an uneafy, and 
an hard Tafk, were you married to an 
obftinate, or to a churlifh Hufband ; 
nay, it would be unjuft to impofe it, 
were you married toa weak one ; but I 
thank Heaven, that I am writing to the 
virtuous and prudent Wife of the beft 
natured Man in the World, and of one 
who will not miflead her. After all, my 
Dear, harfh and ungrateful as this Doc- 
trine of Superiority in an Hufband feems 
in the Name, Is there any great Matter in 
it? To a Woman of Underftanding, 
and fuch, my Dear, you are, altho’ you 
have 
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Have not Years to give Experience, cers 
tainlyno! . ’Tis only. in the Name. it 
feems difficult or difhonourable to our 
Sex. Certainly in this Senfe;. and be af- 
fared, my Dear, your future Years. will 
fhew. you, in the Lives of yourfelves, 
and-of others, that this’ is the true Senfe 
of the Duty ; far from demeaning, fhe 
honours herfelf who: fubmits to it. freely 
dnd fully :.She does Honour to herfelf 
in the very Action, more than to her Huf- 
band, fince it is much more to act up 
to ones Duty, than to fee that. done by 
another. Peace and Happinefs and Re- 
putation, are the affured Confequences of 
it ; and are not thefe worth the obtain- 
ing? On the other Part; let us cori- 
fider her, whofe Pride; or whofe Folly, 
fetting her above’ herfelf, and above the 
World, urge her to refufe it: What. is 
the Aét, and what are its Confequences ; 
in denying the Duty fhe wrongs no one 
but herfelf, and herfelf alone feels the 
ill Confequences. Her Hufband defpifes 
her, and the Contempt of the World fol- 


jows. I am forry to add to this, my 
Dear, 



































Pear, for need I add it to you, for you 
will ‘not come into this dangerous Situa- 
tion, nor; if you could, would it fol- 
low. . But altho’ I grieve and blufh to 
name it,» it is too true, that abfolute 
Guilt is often the Confequence ; and that 
this is the great Root from which it ge- 
nerally fprings. There may be Women 
naturally. vicious, but this can be no 
common Cafe; the moft are led to it by 
this Occafion. The Hufband difregards, 
the Stranger follicits ; the World denies 
her Reputation, and fhe forfeits her 
Claim to it. It appears as well to her to 
be criminal, and be cenfured and defpi- 
fed, as to be cenfured and defpifed with- 
out being criminal ; and being only on 
the Precipice, fhe plunges into the Ocean 
of Deftruétion. You fee, my Dear, of 
what Confequence, what univerfal Im- 
portance it is to you, to preferve the 
good Opinion of your Hufband. *Tis 
not only ‘that. this is the Foundation of 
Efteem, and that Efteem the rational and 
fure Bafe of Love, but your Reputation, 
as well as your Happinefs depends up- 
on 





































(184°) 
on it. It is the Difpofer of all your 
publick,:as well as your private Con- 
cerns, and. all is linked to it: To be 
reckoned virtuous, we muft firft be ale 
lowed innocent, and in the fame Man- 
ner, - to be allowed Merit, we muft firtt 
do our Duty ;.to doit, we muftknow 
it ; and this not fo eafy as it may appear 
to. inconfiderate Minds... Perhaps you 
would have fcarce imagined that fo much 
as I have been relating to you, depend. 
ed upon your retaining a Senfe of your 
Hufband’s natural and juft Superiority. 
Perhaps you at firft queftioned my Judg- 
ment and my Candour, in placing it be- 
fore you, as a Confideration of fuch Ne- 
ceffity. I have fhewn you its Confe- 
quences, and nothing can. be more 
weighty. You will fee as I have placed 
them, that all thefe depend upon your 
Breach, or your Obiervance of that, and 
you will in Confideration of thefe, find 
the natural Difagreeablenefs of the Tafk 
nothing. 


Why 



























Why fhould we ‘fuppofe ourfelves 
placed above all Things in the World? 
Why ‘fhould we fuppofe ourfelves equal 
to the higheft? Certainly; my Dear, we 
are not fo: And if we are to acknow- 
ledge Superiority any where, Why is it 
not as eafy, Why is it not more eligible 
to own it where there is moft Love to 
temper it, and where the Advantages 
are all, and the Honour is in a very 
great Meafure our own? I know, my 
Dear, that I have written upon a Sub- 
jeG&t which will appear a rough one: I 
hope Ihave made it fmoother than it 
was: I am fure I have done what to a 
reafonable Mind will have as much Ef- 
feét; I have convinced you of its Ne- 
ceflity. 


LETTER 
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LL Sialaal JiR lee 
On Conformity of Tempers. 


fF it appeared to you, my Dear, that 

my laft Letter was upon a Subject of 
great Difficulty, you will fay this has for 
its Purpofe the recommending an: Impof- 
fibility, but you :are miftaken: Thesfirft 
was only hard iat the Appearance; and 
this only feems impoffible. . You know 
I fet.out.in thefe Letters with telling, you 
that if you would be happy, it muft be 
on the Principles of your own Judgment, 
not of that of other Peoples; and that ic 
was incumbent upon you:to pay the due 
Regard to your own Opinion. Nothing is 
fo.common as are the eftablifhed Senti- 
ments of the World, but nothing: is. fo 
falfe. Fools are guided by them, and 
they are their Deftruction: Be you wife, 
my Dear, that you may be happy. 


It is the Cuftom of your Sex to fup- 
pofe the Superiority of an Hufband im- 
pofed by Tyranny, and mean in the Ob- 
fervance. 





























fervance.. L have fhewn you that it has 
its Origin in Reafon, in Juftice, in Na- 
ture, and in the Law of God: And I 
have pointed out to you the Confidera- 
tions under which you fee it eafy in the 
Pra@tice, andhonourable in the Acknow- 
ledgment. ~The Tafk I have now to im- 
pofe on-you appears yet more difficult : 
It will be-called romantic but it is na- 
tural, it is eafy, it willfucceed, and there 
will be Pleafure in the Exercife of it, and 
the greateft Advantages in the End. 


There isnot a more common Obfer- 
vation than that Peoples ‘Tempers are 
unalterable, and that when»they are un- 
like, there is: nothing but Uneafinefs in 
the Union, ‘They will fay that it is as 
eafy to.alter a Perfon’s Face as Difpofi- 
tion; and they fay right: But when 
they make.that an Example of Impofii- 
bility, they are ftrangely miftaken. "What 
is fo common as for married Perfons to 
be miftaken for Brother and. Sifter ¢ 
What is fo common an Obfervation as: 


that fuch a Man is verylike his Wife, or 
fuch 
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fuch a Woman is: the Picture. of: her 
Hufband. Let me explain this to you. 
I have heard a very fenfible: Man, your 
Uncle, refolve it into a very. odd Prin- 
ciple, for fuch an Occafion; into:the. Sa- 
tisfaction which all People have in. their 
own Form: but this, though ingenious 
enough, is erroneous. He obferved 
that the beft Face became. better, 
and. the worft more tolerable by Ac- 
quaintance: I have: told you that I foon 
looked away an Imperfection in the 
Limbs of a Perfon to whom I was ac- 
cuftomed ; and ’tis as eafy to foften or 
obliterate any Blemifh in the Face of 
another, or even to convert Things, in 
themfelves indifferent, into Beauties: 
If we can do this, by a long Acquain- 
tance with the Faces of others, much 
more may we arrive at it with the longer 
Acquaintance with our own. All its 
Faults, depend upon it, my Dear, die 
away before the frequent View of it in 
the Glafs, all its indifferent Parts are 
raifed into Beauties, and all its real Beau- 
ties become vaftly greater. 

You 
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You will wonder whither Iam wander- 
ing, but donot; I fhall come back with 
Strength to the Purpofe with which I 
fet out. It is owing to this Deceit, 
which is the Child of Familiarity, that 
we all think ourfelves handfomer than we 
really are; or to give it a gentler Term, 
we think ourfelves more agreeable than 
other People think us: Do not be burt 
by it, my Dear; but, depend upon it, 
there is nobody that thinks even you. fo 
handfome as you think yourfelf. What 
we fuppofe agreeable in our own Faces 
we naturally think fo too in thofe of other 
People. What pleafes us in ourfelves 
pleafes us alfo in them; and ’tis hence 
that your Uncle derived the common 
Likenefies between Men and their Wives. 
He fuppofed that a Woman, among a 
Multitude of Faces that had equal Claim 
to her Attention, was moft pleafed with 
that which was moft like her own; or 
in other Words, thought that the moft 
apreeable which approached moft to the 
Idea that fhe had affixed in her own 
Mind 
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Mind to the Word agreeable. If we 
fuppofe, fays he, that the fame Rule of 
thinking holds good with regard to the 
Men, and there is'no Reafon to doubt 
it, we fhall find ‘it moft: natural: that 
People who are alike in the Face fhould 
matry. 0 


I have obferved that’ there’ was fome- 
thing ingenious inthis Sy{tem, but it is 
eroundlefs. _ Neither Man nor Woman 
are-fo far byafs’d by ‘Partiality to them- 
felves as he would reprefent; nor are 
Matches in general made in this Manner. 
I don’t think there is much room ‘to 
glory in it on either Side ; but it is cer- 
tain that Accidents, and thofe the moft 
trivial.in the World, often throw People 
in the Way of one another. A Man 
happens to be at this Ridotto, or he is 


invited to that Rout: Chance, as abfo- 


lute Chance as his own, brings a’ Wo- 


“man to the fame Place, “whofe Face, 


whofe Air, or whofe Converfation pleafes 
him; or oftener than all thefe, whom 


fome little Incident throws in his Way 
for 




























for Converfation. I have been told of 4 
Match, vaftly to the Advantage of the 
Lady, that arofe from her Advice how 
to play a Hand at Whift ; and one of the 
luckieft, on the Man’s Part; that this 
Age has produced, ‘was. owing to his 
treading on ‘a Lady’s Toe in an Affem- 
bly. 


Such Accidents as thefe put People 
in one another’s Way, who are afterwards 
pleafed with each others Qualifications ; 
and what was nothing in the firft Step, 
advances into Marriage, and the making 
of Families and Fortunes. There is no- 
thing in all this that regards the Form or 
Figure; nay, “tis juft otherwife; you 
oftener fee it otherwife: See the 
blackeft Men married to the faireft Wo- 
men; the biggeft to the leaft: This 
{peaks again{t the Prejudice in favour of 
what. is moft like ourfelves; but yet, 
whatever may. be the Cafe with thofe 
who. are courting, °tis evidently the 
Truth, that very many: aré alike who 
are married. Nay, that. this Refem- 


blance, 
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blance; which was not at all feen. before, 
is taken notice of by every body after- 
wards. 


I. fhall explain it to you, my Dear, 
and this long Digreflion from: my Point 
will make extreamly for my Purpofe. 
°Tis not that People grow larger 
or {maller in their Size, or that their 
Features alter their Shape, Proportion, 
or Dimenfions upon Marriage, for that 
is impoffible; but this is the Source 
of the Obfervation. ‘There is fomething 
in. the Face, that contributes more to 
a Likenefs than Features or Complexion ; 
and this is in our Power: ’Tis what we 
eall the Air and Manner of the Face ; 
and is, if. you will know it truly, 
the Character of the Mind expreffing 
itfelf in the Countenance : This is that Air 
and Look which ‘is more peculiar than 
any Set of Features can be; and is 
more ftriking, more pleafing, or more 
diitafteful ; and which, as it does not 
depend upon any thing external, may 
be acquired. 

You 
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You have read of Phyfiognomitts, 
Perfons who could tell Peoples Temper, 
Character, and Difpofition, by the Lines 
of their Faces; nay more, could foretel 
the Fortune of their fucceeding Lives, 
by the fame Obfervation : And even this, 
though carried too far by the Artful, and 
believed too: firmly by the Credulous, is 
not witheut Foundation in Nature and 
Reafon. °’Tis the Temper which gives 
this Air to the Face, Nature beftows tke 
Features, ~ but this communicates the 
Manner.; tis, in reality, the Soul fpeak- 
ing in the Afpect: And as the Temper 
always depends upon the Paffions; and 
the future Events of Life too much alfo 
upon our Management of them, ’tis not 
a Wonder that all this may be difcovered 
in the Countenance, 


As this Air and Manner is nota fixec 
Thing, like the Features, it may be: li- 
able to Changes; and I ‘have known 
them. They’do not happen often, and 
they~are long in bringine about, but 
K when. 
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when they are fixed, they are as vifible 
in their Effects. as thofe of which they 
have taken the Place. I have feen a very 
agreeable Woman become ugly by a 
Change of this Kind, without the Af- 
fiftance of Age or the Small-Pox, and I 
could, at this Time, point you out;one 
of the plaineft. Women of your Acquain- 
tance, whom almoft every body 1s in 
Jove with, merely for a Change of. this 
Kind. 


You will fee at what I have been la- 
bouring inoall this: It is to tell you that 
the Air of a Face may be changed, and 
that of another acquired. Tis thus be- 
tween theHufband and the Wife moft fre- 
quently : ’Tis thus they become like one 
another after a Time, altho’ they had 
not the leaft Refemblance when they met, 
If they mutually love, they will be often 
looking upon one another.; and efteem- 
ing what they love, they will be imitat- 
ing it. From»this they will, by degrees, 
acquire each fo much of the other’s Tem- 
per and Manner, that their Countenances 

will 
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will have the fame Expreffion: Any one 
of them, by a thorough Affection and 
Regard for the other, might have come 
to this natural Likenefs in Length of 
Time; but when the Advances are on 
both Sides, they quickly meet. 


This, my Dear, is my Syftem for ex- 
plaining that frequent Likenefs which 
we fee between Men and their Wives; 
and I think it much more rational than 
that wild Scheme of Chance on which 
fome People would throw it; or that 
difhonourable Imagination of Self-Love 
and Self-Admiration, which is the Source 
of it, according to others. You will 
fay, Do you not remember, Madam, 
that you fet out witha Defign of giving 
me your Advice about bringing us to a 
Conformity of Temper? I have told 
you, my Dear, how you may, and how 
People who are married do, get a Like- 
nefs of Countenance ; and in that [ have 
done it. You will underftand me, my 
Dear, that by often looking at your 
Hufband’s Face, by imiling on the Oc- 
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cafions on which he fmiles, by frowning 
on thofe Things which make him frown, 
and by viewing all Things in the Light 
in which you fee he views them, you 
will acquire that Likenefs of Counte- 
nance which it is an Honour to pofiefs, 
becaufe it is a Teftimony of Love; and, 
my deareft ***, when you have arrived 
at this, you will have effected that, which 
‘on my firft naming it to yous feemed an 
Impofiibility 5. you will have arrived at 
that Conformity. of ‘Temper,: on which 
fo. very great a Portion of married Hap- 


pinefs depends. 
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On Conformity of Sentiments. 


Y Dear, I have hewn. you of 
M. what infinite Importance a Con- 
formity of Temper is to thofe who are 
to be happy in an exact Pioportion. to 


the mutual Agreement of their Difpofi- 


tions; but there is yet a greater and a 
nobler ° 
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nobler Field for the purfuing this Re- 
femblance; and while the Glory, the 
Pleafure, and the Advantages attending 
On it, are infinitely greater than thofe 
were that refulted from the other, the 
Means aré eaficr. 


Conformity of Temper is no more than 
the Refemblance in a fancyful and idle 
Part of our Compofition : ’Tis direéted 
often by Whim; and is fometimes in- 
fluenced even by the Body: But there is 
a higher Point of Refemblance, that of 
the Soul, the Mind, and Sentiments. 
Thefe are fixed, and as their Form is 
known, the Way to arrive at them is 
open ; and they are honourable, for they 
are, when of the nobler Kind, Virtue. 
When you have accommodated yourfelf 
to the Temper of your Hufband, you 
will foon arrive at thinking with him. 
When you have acquired his Difpofition, 
his Sentiments will follow. I donot fay 
that in all Things a wife and virtuous 
Woman is to conform to the Opinion of 
her Hufband, for he may be foolifh or 
K 3 be 
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be vicious, and his Love will not. laft if 
purchafed on the Terms of copymg him 
in the ir nor is even the Love of fuchan 
Hufband pretious, or is it worth pur- 
chafing at the! Price ofthe latter. © But 
this, my Dear, is not your Cafe.” Yet be- 
ware. As there may be in the beft Men 
{oine Things which, though Trifles,” re- 
femble thofe in the worft; the Caution 
helds with regard to thefe’y and if ‘there 
be any thine which your own Diferetion, 
for I can truft to it on this Head, repre- 
fents to you as amifs in him, inftead: of 
imitating it, propofe im your own Con- 
du& fome oppofite Merit, and® let that 
be what he 'fhall be moft tempted to imi- 
tate in you. 1 propofed, you know, 
my Dear, the making Advances on both 
Sides, towards that perfect Similitude J] 
hoped to fee between you} and ‘this: is 
the Method by which it is beft' to be: ac- 
complifh’d: While on this "Foundation 
your Love brings you to refemble one 
another, you will both become wifer and 


better by the Imitation. 
After 
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After this Caution, which I know 
your modeft Opinion of your own good 
Qualities will teach you to ufe fparingly, 
there is nothing that will be fo much to 
your Honour, or to your Advantage, 
as the making yourfelf as like to the 
Lord of your Wifhes in Soul and Senti- 
ment, as you will have done in Counte- 
nance. 1 have. ventured to prefcribe to 
you an Acknowledgment of Superiority 5 
and in confequence of that, the hard- 
founding Virtue of a Wife’s Obedience. 
All’ Things will grow eafy, my Dear, in 
Practice, the Conduct, which | am at 
this Time recommending to you, will 
effect all thofe without once giving you 
a Senfe of. their Difficulty, or of the na- 
tural Reluétance which attends the exe- 
cuting them. To think as you find 
your Hufband thinks, on the feveral Oc- 
cafions of Life, is to pay tne Acknow- 
ledgment of that Superiority which he 
expects in the higheft Point in, that 
which will flatter his Self-love moft, and 
that moft worthily ; and will reflect moft 
K 4 Honour 
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Honour upon him: And it is paying an 
Obedience without the Name, nay, with- 
out the very Character of that Duty. 
While your Mind is adtuated by the 
fime Sentiments with his, your Conduct 
will be what thofe Sentiments di¢tate and 
infpire, without its feeming to be done 
by Compulfion. Your natural Deport- 
ment will be that of Obedience without 
the Name; and, believe me, my: Dear, 
‘cis not the Name they expect, but the 
Thing. While you follow the Diec- 
tates of your own Mind, you will be 
acting perfeCtly according to his.. This 
is the true Obedience of a Wife; 
this .is the honourable Superio:ity 
of an Hufband; and what is there 
mean, or what is there difficult in this ? 
nothing. 


You fee, my Dear, that the Duties of 
a Wife, however difguftful in the Name, 
are eafy and honourable in themfelves, 
and ’tis not poffible they fhould be other- 
wife, for they are from Nature; and 
whatever- ill-inform’d Minds or mif- 































guided Imaginations may figure to them- 
felves, whatever is from Nature is at 
once convenient and becoming. It ferves 
our Purpofes, and it does Honour to 
our Submiffion. 


Now that I have eftablifh’d this bug- 
bear Doétrine of Obedience to you, on 
this its true and rational Foundation ; 
when I have told you, and, I will not 
doubt, convinced you, how néceffary, 
how proper, and how advantageous it 
is; when I have faid all that is difa- 
greeable in it to your Satisfaction ; and 
in this laft Article reduc’d its very Ef- 
fence into Conformity of Difpofition ; 
and fhewn you that when you are wile 
to obey your Hufband, is no-more than 
to purfue the Dictates of your own Rea- 
fon, and aét according to your own In- 
clination ; when I have thus taken a- 
way, not only the Nature but the very 
Name of this hard Duty, fo far as they 1m- 
ply any Thing hard in them, permit me 
to extend the Bounds of the Thing itfelf, 
perhaps farther than others have thought: 
K 5 of : 
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of ;. Deterred. by. the falfe Appearances 
they have not dar’d to propote the real 
Subject, and have facrific’d to them, what 
was eflential. 


Now that I have explain’d away all 
that. is difagreeable in. the Obedience .of 
a Wife, I fhall tell you, that there is no 
one ever expected fo much of it.as 1 do; 
and. what I have prefcrib’d to you, .my 
Dear, I have myfelf practis’d. I do af- 
fure.you, it is Pleafure in. the Perform- 
ance, and it is no little Matter in the 
Reward. It is not enough that a Wife 
in all Things does what: her, Hufband re- 
quefts, that is at the beft,,in the Lan- 
guage of the greateft. Judge in. the 
World, being but.an unprofitable Ser- 
vant. [I have,recommended to you, my 
Dear, a Conformity of Mind, Temper 
and. Sentiment ;. that you may be able 
to exccute al] that an Hufband can re- 
queft, without the making it .a Matter 
of Obedience... Is it not better to anti- 
cipate than to comply with Requeft: !s 
it not more pleafant as well.as more ho- 
nourable, 
















































nourable, to do that of your own. Incli- 
nation which wou’d be a natural Subject 
of his Command. Purfue the Path I 
have marked out to you, my Dear, and 
this will be the Confequence; you will 
acquaint yourfelf with his very Soul: 
You will refemble him in all his Senti- 
ments; his Opinions, his Determinations 
will be all yours; and you will act as 
he wou’d with without his naming it. 


Few Hufbands have the Surlinefs to 
command a Wife: One of the good 
Difpofition of yours, will be cautious 
and tender of Requefting, for fear it 
fhould be fomething difagreeable to you. 
How prudent to obviate the Arrogance 
of the firft; How happy muft it be to 
prevent the Wifhes of the latter. “Tis 
taking from the Hands of Duty that 
which fhe wou’d have required, and 
giving it into the Lips of Favour. “Tis 
making that a Merit, which in the other 
Cafe could only haye been Comphance. 


When you have form’d your Temper 
K 6 and 
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and your Thoughts, my Dear, upon 
thofe: of your Hufband, ‘according ‘to 
the Plan I have laid down, you will find 
that you have no Will, no Pleafure, but 
what is alfo his. ‘This is the Character 
the Wife of Prudence wou’d affume: 
She wou’d make herfelf the faithful Mir- 
rour, to fhew, unalter’d and without 
Aggravation, Diminution or Diftortion, 
the Thoughts, the Sentiments, and the 
Refolves of her Hufband. She wou’d 
have no particular Defign, no Opinion, 
no Thought, no Paffion, no Approba- 
tion, no Diflike, but what fhould be his 
own reflected Judgement. This wou’d 
be prudent, and it wou’d be virtuous, 
but this wou’d be fervile: There is a 
Meannefs in fuch a Submiffion that dif- 
graces a free Agent; nay, there is a 
Meannefs that degrades the rational Crea- 
tare: Far be it from me, my Dear, ever 
to prefcribe that to you which fhou’d 
deface your Reafon: Heaven gave it for 
your Guide, and I wou’d have you ufe 
it- fo: God made it your Diftin¢tion 
from all other Creatures, and keep up 
the 






































the Prerogative: There are many Ways 
to the fame End: You will find, my 
Dear, that I have advis’d you to the 
Attainment of the fame Advantage, by 
the Ufe of your Reafon, which’ this 
wou’d make the Effect of your facri- 
ficing it: And you will by this 
know, that while I propofe to 
you all the Duties of the Wife, nay, 
and propofe them even in their fulleft 
Extent; 1- expect nothing from you in 
the fulfilling them, that needs to make 
a reafonable Creature bluth, or that even 
Pride itfelf would wifh to avoid. 


The Wife, on my Principles,; my 
deareft ***, fhould be in ail her 
Thoughts, in all her. Actions, the At- 
tendant and true Refemblance of her 
Hufband ; fhe fhou’d no more depart 
from him than the Shadow from the 
Subftance ; nor fhou’d fhe any more 
than that can be unlike to him. Let 
Reafon be the Sun that gives its Being 
to this Attendant; and the Purity of the 
one will as furely, as the unalter’d Form 
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of. the other, make. it retain the Linea 
ments; '» The, Wife who; thus inr all 
‘Things that concern their mutual Wel- 
fare, applies to the Hufband, and from 
him obtains her Motion, Form and Fi- 
eure, will in-all Things be to him what. 
he is unto himfelf, a fecond Body. ani- 
mated by the fame Soul. Nor let this 
appear an uneafy Situation to her, His 
Approbation is her greateft Honour, 
and ’tis. the Source of her moft lafting 
Happinefs ; this. fhe will affuredly ac- 
quire from it ; and to. you, my Dear, 
it will not appear dificult. You whom 
I have convinced, that there is a natural 
Superiority in-your Hufband; will not 
be averfe to acknowledge it in thefe 
which are the only Occafions on which 
it can demand your Vote in its Favour : 
You will be happy to have the Load of 
Thought taken from you, by one who 
is enabled by Nature and by his Educa- 
tion to think better; and you will be 
clad of having the Tafk of a Decifion 
taken from you, in a Thing wherein it 
was at once precarious and important. 
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There are, my Dear, thefe Occur- 
rences. in, the Way of a marry’d Life: 
There are Occafions in. which, you are 
mutually engaged inthe Event of what 
is doing; and, in which both muft con- 
cur to the fame End, if ever you hope 
to fee it brought. about. There are not 
many of thefe,, but when they happen 
they. are important: ’Tis in thefe, and 
it. is only in thefe, that the Wife has 
Occafion to exert her private Faculties 
and Interefts; and ’tis. in thefe that I 
wou’d have her Judgment feem the re- 
flecting Mirror to his Determinations ; 
and her Form the Shadow to his Body; 
conforming itfelf to his feveral Pofitions, 
and following it in all its Motions. 


I except from the Occafions of this 
perfect, and uncontroverting Obedience, 
thofe Occurrences in. which the future 
Subfiftence of herfelf, or the Care for 
an unborn Pofterity may demand her 
Attention. Yet even in thefe I wou’d 
not have her own Will contradict him ; 

| but 
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but the Advice of her beft Friends and 
of the wifeft Counfellors: In this there 
is no immediate Step for her to take:” 
All that “is requir’d, is to with-hold’ for 
the prefent her Obedience ; and her 
Reafon, as well as her Duty, will ‘in- 
ftruct her to do this in the gentleft 
Manner, and to make it appear, not to 
be her Reluctance, but that of others. 
Inall elfe, believe me, my deareft ***, 
that the moft perfeét and implicit Faith 
in the Superiority of an Hufband’s 
Judgment, and the moft abfolute Obe- 
dience to his Defires, ‘is not only the 
Conduct that will infure you moft Sue- 
cefs, but will give you moft Satisfaction. 
It will take from you a thoufand Cares 
which cou’d have anfwer’d no Purpofe ; 
it will relieve you from a Weight of 
Thought ‘that wou’d be very painful 
and no Way profitable, and it will affure 
to you the Efteem with the A ffeG@tion of 
your Hufband. Thefe are, my Dear, 
the Points at which you will aim; not 
only as you are good, but as you are 
prudent; “tis not only a Virtue to pay 
At- 
































Attention to them, but an Act of In- 
tereft.. Thefe are the Points I have in 
all thefe Letters labour’d to affift. you in 
attaining, and fhall in the few that fol- 
low. I have regarded them as they 
concern Trifles, and as they determine in 
the moft important Matters: I have ad-. 
vis’'d you to the Methods of attaining 
them, as well the eafy as the difficult; 
and.Lhave ventur’d to recommend, nay, 
and to prefs upon you in the ftrongeft 
Manner what are efteem’d the moit dif- 
agreeable Part of a Wife’s Duty, fo far 
as it has Refpect unto thefe. You know 
my Motive is Love: You know my 
Tutor is Experience ; and while I know, 
my Dear, that you have Gratitude and 
Attention ; that you know what is your 
own Good; and believe that what I 
have. feen in the World, may give me 
the Opportunities of affifting you by 
my Advice, you will regard it. My 


Dear farewel. 
*% * * 


LETTER 
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LETTER XVE 
Of being in public and in private in.an 
Hufband’'s Company. 


J Have: recommended ‘to you; niy 
Dear, a general’ Attention to your 
Hufband’s ‘Temiper, anda Conformation 
to his Sentiments. _ You will by the firft 
inform yourfelf of his general’ Thoughts 
and Inclinations ; and: in: the laft; you 
will fulfil his Pleafure im them, while 
you are even purfuing: yourown. Give 
me Leave, after fo many general Ad- 
monitions, to defcend to fome’ Particu- 
Jars ; for this.is to bring Knowledge to 
Practice, and to- reduce Theory to Ufe. 


You will not fuppofe, that by my 
advifing you to be'as the Shadow to your 
Hufband’s Perfon, in thofé Things in 
which you are both naturally and necef- 
farily concerned, that I with you to be 
fo’ in’all Things: Far otherwife. The 
Importance and the Neceffity of the Oc- 
@afion -will. warrant it.on this : But what 

is 


























‘s Virtue under thefe Circumftances, 
would be Impertinence in others; and 
tho? it is now a Comfort and a Sa- 
tisfa@tion to both, it would be,.in Trifles, 
a flavifh Attendance in the one; and of- 
fenfive to the other. It is not enough, 
my Dear, to know what todo, we mult 
know when to doit. If by recommend- 
ing it to you to be like the Shadow to 
your Hufband’s Perfon, you fhould un- 
derftand. me literally, or advifing you 
never to depart from him, you would 
turn that into a Trouble, which 
properly excited, were a Virtue; and 
would facrifice your Peace by an impru- 
dent Ufe of that which prudently ob- 
ferved would infure it. 


As this has led me to think of the be- 
ing with your Hufband, let me take 
Occafion to fpeak upon that Head. *Tis 
the moft nice and difficult Part of all the 
Conduét of a Wife, and there is none on 
which fo much of her Peace depends. 
In this, as in all other Occurrences, my 
Lear, make it your firft’ Point to con- 
fult 
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fult what Ihave laid down. as your ge- 
neral Rule. Enquire how much, how 
often,» when; and on what Occafions 
your Hufband withes that you fhould be 
with him ;» and make that the Rule of - 
being fo. Nothing is fo diftafteful to a 
Man of Spirit as the fond Company of a 
Wife, and nothing is fo painful to an af- 
fectionate Hufband as her Abfence, when 
he wifhes to be with her. Confider thefe, 
for all depends on them. The Fafhion 
of the World. has in a Manner banifhed 
the Husband from the Wife’s Company 
in publick Places. Don’t let your Fond- 
nefs.want to break in upon an eftablifh- 
ed Cuftom, even tho’ it be an ill one; 
but if he have that Refolution, receive 
it withAcknowledgments, fuch as a Love 
that fhews itfelf to be above the ordinary 
Rate deferves ; and encourage it by the 
Pleafure with which you fhew that -you 


receive it. 


When you bave Parties for any of the 
publick Places, never invite him to be 
of them, for it will be a Pain to him to 
fay 
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fay no; nor is it your Intereft to accu- 
ftom, him to Refufals: But tho’ you ne- 
ver afk him to be with. you, I. would 
have you religioufly obferve to tell: him 
of them ; never omit this, my Dear, nor 
ever ‘difguife the Party. ..He will by this 
be always fure. where . he. fhall find you 
if he pleafe :. I, doubt .not: but he will 
frequent thofe Places where he knows 
you.are, rather than others: I would 
have you always,expect it; always ima- 
gine that he-is prefent, and that your 
Conduct is altogether under his Eye. 
Ii he come in alone, let him, firft look 
about him, and then: afk: him to join your 
Party ; *tis probable he comes with that 
Intent : It appears, at leaft, that he fees 
no other whom he is difpofed to join, 
and you will at once fpeak your A ffec- 
tion, and infure his Pleafure. If he 
come in with others, let your Eyes only 
as you pafs by one another, declare your 
Joy in feeing him. If he fhould chance 
to leave his Party, and mix himfelf with 


yours, be not afhamed to confels your 


SatisfaGtion in the Preference he gives 
you : 
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you: Let him fee with what fuperior 
Pleafure a Wife receives him above all 
other People, and he will pay you a ee 
portioned Regard. 


Although nothing can give a Man of 
Senfe who loves you, a greater Pleafure 
than the feeing that you prefer his Com- 
pany to that of all the World, yet no- 
thing is fo tirefome as the folliciting ity 
when he is not difpofed to give it you. 
The worft Wife in the World will be 
agreeable in fome Degree to her Fluf- 
band, if fhe never frees herfelf upon 
him, but is in his Way when he is in- 
clined to talk with her; and the beft in 
the World will grow tirefome, if fhe 
will be the Difpofer of his Hours with- 
out his Inclination. Men often chufe to 
be alone, and they have often Reafon : 
Why would you interrupt their neceffary 
Thoughts : They have fixed their Minds 
on Parties that are in  themfelves 
indifferent, which will be very difagree- 
able to them to be interrupted ; they 


will now and then be on thofe Schemes 
which 
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which are whimfical, rather than of any 
real Ill ; and why ‘would fhe, whois not 
to be a Sufferer by them, make ‘herfelf 
a Sufferer by the Interruption. 


To have your Husband always pleafed 
with your Company, my. Dear, the great 
Secret is to let him have it only when 
he pleafes. *Tis.a very eafy one to prac- 
tife, and yet who is there attends to it. 
Believe me, my Dear, the Peace of Fa- 
milies is ofther facrificed to thefe Trifles, 
than to any real Difcontent, or real 
Faults. 


As I am an Advocate for the moft 
unbounded Liberty ‘on’ the Man’s Part, 
in regard to his going out ‘and ftaying 
out, you fhall find that I am not quite 
unreafonable as to the Ladies. J am no 
Friend to that vaft Diftinétion which has 
been kept up between the Condu& of the 
Husband and the Wife on parallel and 
unimportant Occafions ; and T ‘would 
have her as little denied thofe Liberties 
which are innocent and prudent, as her 
Hut- 
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Husband. |‘You fee I am an Advocate 
for, you as well as for him, .and: when I 
point you out your Duty, would. be’ as 
free in fhewing your Indulgences, ~ The 
rigid Moralifts have faid, the good 
Wife fhould be like’the: Tortoife, flow 
in her Motions, and careful of her Ha- 
pitation : ‘The Emblématical ones: have 
painted her with her Feet naked ; and 
thofe who have penetrated deeper into 
the Secrets of Nature, in Search after 
Comparifons, have called in the laborious 
Ant as an Inftance of Propriety.. The 
Male of this Infect they fay has Wings, 
the Female none. Nature therefore they 
would infer, intended him to be a Ram- 
bler, ahd her to mind the Affairs: at 
Home. | And. they would transfer the 
Obligation, to Creatures endued with 
Reafon.: Thefe are’ pretty Fancics, my 
Dear, but till we° are Mahometans, and 
are perfuaded that Women have no Souls, 
I fhall not be for our taking IXxample 
from an Infect. . 


The 





Cores 


The Writers of thofe Times, ‘my Dear, 
were Men, and they confulted the Plea- 
{ure of their own Sex alone. I am a 
Female Moralift, and while I point you 
out fo rigidly as I have done it, your 
Duty, I fhall not be remifs in telling you 
what may be your allowable Pleafures. 
Thofe People wrote to the Imagination, 
I would direct my Thoughts to the 
_ Heart: They wrote to Men, I am_ ad- 
vifing one of my own Sex: They knew 
nothing of the Scenes in which they pre- 
tended to inftruct, I am writing to you 
of what I experienced. Don’t wonder, 
my Dear, that I take this Pains to con- 
vince you of the Truth of what you will 
naturally be ready to believe: | know 
your cautious Difpofition, and I would 
have you convinced as well of the Pro- 
priety and Innocence of your Pleafures, 
as of the Neceffity of your Duty. 


You are not married, my Dear, toa 
Ruftick, or an Ignorant; your Hui- 
Sand knows the Method of Life in which 

L, he 
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he found you, and as he was not dif- 
pleafed with you at that Time, he will 
not now be diffatishied that you continue 
it. There are no Pleafures an unmar- 
ried Perfon educated as you have been, 
could give yourfelf Leave toenjoy, which 
will be improper for his Wife to conti- 
nue; nor. would it be a handfome Com- 
pliment to him, to let the World, who 
had been ufed to fee you partake of them, 
at this time perceive that you had let 
them alone. It would look as if he was. 
averfe to them; and would you have it 
fuppofed that he was a Niggard, or was 
jealous! which, of thefe Sufpicions would 
you chufe! and you may be fure the 
World would lay it upon one of them. 


You have been accuftomed to the 
Oratorio, I would have you be at leaft 
as often there as ever: The Play-houfe 
J would have you regulate on the fame 
Plan; and I would have you feen, 
at leaft, at one of the Ridotto’s. ‘This 
leads me to a Diverfion, of which | think 
you have been too fond, but I muft 
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name it; Perhaps I am grown out of 
Fafhion by my having out-liv’d thefe 
Diverfions ; but whether it be Prejudice 
or Reafon, I have always been uneafy 
t your going fo frequently to the Maf- 
querades. Whether I have been right 
or not in that Opinion, of this T am 
fure, that I have Reafon on my Side, 
when I defire you not to be fo fond of 
them, or fo frequent in your Vifits to 
them now. 


You miftake me greatly, my Dear, 
if you think me fo very an old Woman, 
as to fuppofe that any Thing abfolutely 
il] ever happens at thefe Places. I know 
upon what I ground ye Caution to you, 
andI know thatit has Reafon. Altho’ there 
were no Harm, nor any Advance toward 
Harm, at thefe Places, Part of the World 
has an Opinion that there is; and this, 
my Dear, is enough to make any Wo- 
man of true Prudence avoid them: But 
there is a great deal more. Tho’ I am 
convinced no real Ill happens there, yet, 
my Dear, the World is not eafily~ per- 
L 2 fwaded, 
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fwaded, that the boldeft of all Advances 
toward itare not made there : I know they 
are. Lhave not liv’d among the gay World 
fo long, without hearing thofe Things in 
Converfation which I have never given 
myfelf Opportunities to be otherwife ac- 
quainted with. F have trembled to hear 
the Defigns which have been laid for the 
making the worft Ufe of thefe Places. I 
havebeen told of theAddrefs to theMafque, 
which he who made it, dar’d not have 
fpoke to the ‘naked Face ;. and 1 know 
what there is againft the Woman who 
will. give herfelf. Leave to hear. 


I am forry to confefs what you know, 
my Dear, too well already, that all Wo- 
men are fond of Flattery ; they love it 
even tho’ they know it to be fo; and if 
they have no Opinion: of the Sincerity 
of the Perfon from whom they receive 
it, flill they do him Credit for his Com- 
plaifance. The Bar of every Woman 
is open this Way to the Infinuation of the 
Artful: Nay, I fhall go farther, every 
Woman loves to be courted: Tho’ fhe 
defpife 
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defpife the Lover, and deteft his Inten- 
tions, ftill there is a Pleafure in being 
follicited’ and treated as.a Divinity. Let 
the Woman who has not. found it fo, 
condemn me for flandering my Sex. 
Remember, that a Mafquerade is 
the Place of all others. moft fa- 
vourable for this Sort of Folly ; and re- 
member that tho’ a Lady’s Virtue 1s in 
no Danger, her Reputation may fuffer 1r- 
reparably from it. . A. Mafquerade, 
is almoft the only Place where a 
Man has an Opportunity of entertaining 
a Woman alone. ’Tis the only Place in 
which a Man, who is an abfolute Stran- 
ger, can fpeak to you. The Cuftom of 
the World allows a Liberty in the Dif- 
courfe there, that cou’d not be permit- 
ted any where elfe in the World: There 
is an Air of great Pleafantry, and great 
Security, in faying the moft tender and 
the boldeft Things between Jeft and 
Earneft; and he will ftop. at nothing 
whofe Infolence you encourage, while 
you fuffer it, and whofe Prefumption is 
nothing, while in.a:Moment he can turn 
lL. 3 it 
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it all to Raillery; and as foon as ‘he 
finds he cannot fucceed, pretend that he 
never defign’d it. 


The Woman who is mafk’d, under 
the Pretence of being between known 
and unknown, will heat a thoufand 
Things, which if fhe was under a Ne- 
ceffity of confeffing who fhe hess fhe 
cou’d not: And the Affiftance of this 
to the Liberty which he takes, who pre- 
tends to be between Jeft and Earneft, 
gives Opportunities to Things the moft 
intolerable. 


What Woman of Prudence, my Dear, 
woud throw herfelf into the W ef of 
every Man who may have been pleas’d 
with her Perfon, and who has a Mind 
to attempt her Virtue, under Conditions 
in which the very Nature of the Attack 
takes off the Power of refenting it, as 
you otherwile, Iam well affur’d, wou’d 
refent it. To what Purpofe wou’d you 
bear the Flattery of Perfons who are 
to continue indifferent to you. When 
J write 
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I write to you, my Dear, I know this 
is all the Danger that there is need to 
warn you of, but it wou’d not be fo 
with all Women. The Men who have 
the Affurance to make thefe Attacks, 
are generally thofe who have a Figure, 
a Rank, or an Addrefs to recommend 
them ; and this begets an Acquaintance, 
which cou’d not otherwife have been 
begun, and which may be fatal in its 
Confequences. “The Man who has taken 
this Opportunity to: fay all the thoufand 
Things to her, which he wou’d not have 
dar’d to whifper otherwife, is often in 
her Way afterwards; at the leaft, fhe 
fees an agreeable Man who fhe knows 
thinks favourably of her; and he is lets 
indifferent to her than other People. 
If he have that Affurance, which may 
be well expected to attend the other, he 
comes up to her the next Time he fees 
her, and claims the Merit of his Ac-” 
quaintance: He fwears to the ferious 
Meaning, of all that he pretended was 
Raillery ; and fhe is drawn in to liften 
to the full Recital of that which it is by 
Lia4 no 
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no Means proper fhe fhou’d have heard 
at all; and which fhe otherwife nevér 
wou'd have heard, no, not in a Whil- 
per. I know not what the Confequences 
may be, and I tremble to think of 
them. 


But, my Dear, this is not all. This 
is a Danger to which you wou’d not be 
expofed, becaufe this is a Language you 

youd not hear: But, -befide the 
Men of Intrigue, there are Cox- 
combs in the World; and thefe will be 
as fatal to your Reputation, as the others 
to the Virtue of thofe who are -lefs 
guarded in their Tempers. You will 
not pretend that one of this Stamp can- 
not have an Opportunity of talking to 
you at a Mafquerade, a Place where you 
know not who it is that does talk to 
you. He will aflume the Air of a fa- 
miliar Acquaintance; and how ‘can you 
know, under the Habit, that he is not 
fuch: He will get from fome one of 
your Acquaintance, fome Piece of fe- 
cret and unmeaning Intelligence ; si 
the 
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the Cant of the Place, and People are 
as ready to give as to afk it, that they 
may have the Diverfion of perplexing 
thofe they know. He gets your Ear by 
this, and he fays nothing to offend you. 
The moft trifling Thing that can be 
fpoken he delivers with all the Caution 
and Complaifance of a Thing of Im- 
portance; you are teiz’d with his-Im- 
pertinence, and yet feeming an Acquaint- 
ance, you. do not affront him or fhake 
him off. You -have done yourfelf irre- 
“parable Injury. Thefe are a Set of 
P-ople who with or defire nothing .more 
than to.have the Honour of being feen 
with you. As the Rake attempts your 
Virtue, thefe attack your Reputation on- 
ly; and it is loft not becaufe you are 
inwilling to defend it, but becaufe you are 
infenfible of the Danger. 


You may be affur’d, your Perfon oc} 
cafions your being talked of among 
thofe who know a. good Perfon only, 
as an Object of Defire; and tho’ they 
caimot get at you for an Attempt, oF 
| wou'd 












































(;222>) 
wou'd not dare to make it if they could, 
yet they will talk in this Sort of Strain. 
They’ll tell the Fop, who has been en- 
entertaining you, that he’s an. happy 
Fellow, and he'll not contradict them. 
His own Vanity will not fuffer him to 
sive up fuch'a Title to their Envy. Fe 
affects to have been courting you, and 
he believes he fhall fucceed, but it re- 
quires Time — You People of Fafhion 
are fubjeéted to fo many Forms: Huf- 
bands are fuch troublefome People: And 
Women of any Degree of Merit fet 
fuch a Value upon themfelves, that he 
knows not when he fhall bring it about. 


This is the Language. of that infolent 
Set of Fools: Wretches, who without the 
Spirit of even daring to be wicked,. will 
produceall the E, Faas of Crimes in others ; 
and altho” they never infnare or attempt 
the Innocence of a Chambermaid, > will 

pene the Character of. a -Dutchets. 
ve ny Dear, you will be fpoken to, 
for ‘al the Prudence in the World, all 
yours cannot prevent it; and in Cenfe- 
quence 




























































( 223 ) 
quence’ of being thus fpoken to, you 
will be thus fooken of. While you have 
not been affronted with the leaft. At- 
tempt, your Hufband will» be told» of 
your having a Lover. Thefe Things 
are’ fo little Secrets, t that he will probably 
enough hear of the Expectations of eur 
imaginary Gallant, as well as his De 
figns: And will he fuppofe that you 
know nothing of the Matter ? *Tis 
lucky for you if he have this Difcern- 
ment; but if it fhould be otherwite, 
What have you facrifie’d, and to what 
have you facrific’d it ? 


I mention this Confequence, of »fre- 
quenting Mafquerades to you, my Dear, 
as one that is unavoidable: papi I writ- 
ing to a Woman of lefs virtuous Senti- 
ments, or of lefs Diferetion, 1 thould fay 
a great deal more; but to you ‘tis-neec 
lefs: Grofler Faults cannot. come into 
your Way, becaufe the Occalions ot 
them would be ‘avoided. By, my 
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favourably of thefe Diverfions ‘than you 
think of them; or fhall I fay, than-you 
have been ufedtothink of them. ‘Afterall 
this, I do not mean to: debar you entirely 
from them. I am‘not fo rigid as to ‘fup- 
pofe.a married Woman fhould be entirely 
deny’d them, but I would have them lefs 
a Matter of Importance. 1 would have 
you go only to-one in the Seafon ; let 
that be the fecond, and take your Huf- 
band with you. I don’t: mean that: you 
fhould join him to-you for the Evening ; 
that would be difagreeable to himfelf at 
fuch a. Place. Only Jet the World fee, 
let him fee, and do you. yourfelf remem- 
ber that you are under his Eye, and that 
your Conduct cannot appear in a wrong 
Light to him, unlefs it be in itfelf 
blameable. 


I have named to you, my Dear, ‘the 
principal of the publick Places, indeed 
almoft the only IE would with you 
to be at: Icannot be fond of the Sum- 
mer Evenings at. Ranelagh or at Vaux- 
ball; There is fomething unnatural 
and 
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and mean in People of Virtue and 
Decency mixing with the Herd of com- 
mon Proftitutes, and abandoned Rakes 
who are feen barefaced there, and even 
make you -the Confidants of their Ap- 
pointments. But you will ‘be in the 
Country in the Time of thefe, and it is 
happy to be out of ‘the Way of them. 
As to'the Extravagancies of Fancy with 
which People are fometimes entertained 
in the Town-Seafon ; I do not think it 
is'to a Woman of Fafhion’s Credit to be 
feen to countenance them: It is not 
worth while to fit an Evening to fee 
Dogs dance; and in a Morning, if one 
Comedian mimicks the:reft, you fhould 
confider that they are al] beneath your 
Notice. ’Tis much more to your Credit, 
as well as your Advantage, to be fettling 
your Accounts and regulating your Fa- 
mily: Thefe are Diverfions ‘for Men: 
Indeed, if I have been rightly informed 
who the Women are that moft frequent 
‘them, their Appearance is the beft- of all’ 
Reafons for your Abfence, 
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As to Vifits I have mentioned: that 
Part of your Conduct already ; and you 
have convinced me, by your Practice, 
that you are of my Opinion. The Park 
I think an agreeable and a_ healthful 
Walk for an Hour at Noon; but I would 
not have you always feen there. If I 
would be very much againft an unmar- 
ried Woman’s making ler Face too com- 
mon, I am yet more againft it when fhe 
is married. There is, J} think,, but one 
Rendezvous which I have not named, 
and that I fhall name with the greateft 
of all Difapprobation: Auctions. The 
India-Houfes were, at one time, the great 
- Places of loitering away a’ Morning ; 
but the cheapning Fans and, buying 
Screens, was not found to be all that 
the virtuous Ladies meant by frequent- 
ing them. They became infamous, 
becaufe it was difcover’d that Men were 
met there; and tho’ this did’not happen 
to one Woman in a thoufand by Ap- 
pointment, all the reft fhard the Cen- 
fure. There are Toyfhops in London 
which 
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which I fhou’d advife you againft vifit- 
ing, as ftrictly as if :the Jadia Houfes 
were reviv’'d among us, and for the fame 
Reafon: But Ineed not name them to 
you, they are fufficiently, particular. 
What thefe do for a few, the Auctions 
do for all the Town; and ’tis not fo 
barefac’d ; the very Chairmen fee it at 
the other Places. You will fee why I 
requeft it of you to avoid them; and 
you will allow that I have Reafon: It 
woud be impoffible to advance one Ar- 
sument in Favour of, your going to 
them. They .are injurious to Trade, 
and therefore ’tis not fit they fhould be 
encourag’d: They are known Places of 
Deceit to the Unwary, and you cannot 
be upon your Guard againft them. Your 
Hu/(band is beft Judge where and how it 
is proper to buy ; and you are not to go 
to. thefe Places to find out what you did | 
not know that you wanted. Were there | 
no Reafon againft them, but the Money 
that. is fquander’d, away, it were. fut- 
ficient, but this.is, the leaft.. ’Tis cer- 
tain that ill Women, frequent them, to. 
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meet thofe whom they cannot, ‘with 
Decency, -or with Prudence, fee at:their 
own Houfes. You, my Dear, will not 
ever with to fee fuch Perfons any where; 
but you will be among the Innocent, 
who incur the'Cenfure, if you are found 
where -others do it. You will remem- 
ber, that while you was unmarry’d, I 
us’d to repeat to you the Names -of 
Park-walker and_ Auétion-bunter, with 
ereat Difapprobation: Be affur’d, there 
are yet more Reafons againft your being 
too conftant at the one, -or ever ‘being at 
the other now, ‘than there were then. 
They might then have prevented your 

being happy, but they may now make 
you miferable. 


You willifee, my Dear, ‘Ihave in this 
Refpect, as in all others, endeavoured 
to point you out a-Medium for your 
Conduct. ’Tis beft in all Refpects, but 
of .all it is moft beft with Regard tothe 
Conduct of a marry’d Life. I wou’d | 
neither have you made an Ant or a Tor- 
toile, with the antient Moralifts ; nor 
wou'd 
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wou’d I have you be a Fly, according to 
the Practice of the modern Libertines. 
Be not wholly confined to the Houfe for 
your Hufband’s Honour, nor be eternal- 
ly abroad for your own. I have always 
told you, that the Woman of Reafon 
will prefer a few feleét Friends to a Mul- 
titude of common Acquaintance. Make 
a great Difference, my Dear, between 


your Friendly Vifics and your Calls of 


Form; avoid Routs, and let your Fa- 
vourites of your own Sex be older than 
yourfelf.. There is a Pride in giving 
Protection, but ’tis more prudent to re- 


ceive It. 
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Rebel ah Re SOV 
On the Management of Converfation. 


OU fee, my Dear, that I have not 
only indulged you in the Thought 
of having fome female Acquaintance with 
whom tobe often, and upon a Footing 
of the greateft Intimacy. You will 
know; 
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know, from a Reafon I gave you, in 
one of the firft Letters, how eligible 
Perfons of this Sex, older than yourfelf, 
are in Comparifon of the younger ; but 
I here meant it on another Account, as 
they wou’d be more experienced. 


I have always fpoken againft Cards, 
and I think it no trifling Circumftance 
in your Favour that you are naturally 
“not inclin’d to them. You will know, 
that when I mention’d a certain Kind of 
People, as the moft proper for “your 
Familiarity, I had my Eye upon fome 
particular Perfons: You will not be flow 
to conceive whom I mean; and you 
will not like thofe whofe good Qualities 
wou’d make you approve them, the lefs 
becaufe they are your Relations. ‘They 
have the Prudence to deteft Cards as 
much as you do; and confequently very 
many of your Evenings will be {pent in 
their Company, in a Manner ‘that “be- 
comes rational Creatures in Converfation. 
Nothing appears fo ‘eafy as a ‘proper 
Management of this, but nothing is fo 
diffi- 
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dificult: I don’t mean that it is not 
eafy to make it agreeable to you, but 
*tis more worth your while to confider 
how you fhall make it advantageous. 
Pray receive my Opinions on this Head 
with Candour. 


It is eafy to talk, and it is agreeable 
to do it. Few are qualified for it; but 
very few, my Dear, are cautious of any 
Deficiency in that Refpect. ’Tis for 
this Reafon that ten People are defpica- 
ble in Company for one that is thought 
of favourably ; and what is worfe, the 
People moft qualified to fpeak, are for 
this Reafon, and by this Means, kept 
Gilent. Pray, my Dear, underftand Con- 
verfation as it was meant to be, not as a 
mere Source of Laughter; for tho’ I 
am no Enemy to Mirth, I cannot allow 
it to ufurp the Place of Wifdom, but 
for Improvement : Thofe who converfe 
together with Freedom and Candour, 
communicate -to one another all the Ad- 
vantages of their feveral Experience, 
and each is aflifted by the Life of the 


other. 
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other. You will hear me very often, 
my Dear, ufing the Words Experience 
and Inexperience, in the Place of thofe 
of Wifdom and Folly: And they are 
very much the fame Thing. I am a- 
bout to tell you, that it is for the com- 
mon Advantage of a Company to let 
the wifeft Perfon fpeak moft: But when 
Y addrefs that Obfervation to you, I 
Shall change the Phrafe, and fay the moft 
experienced. To fpeak with great Sin- 
cerity, Ido not know a Perfon of bet- 
ter Underftanding than yourfelf; yet the 
Advantages of Experience will give to 
every one of thefe, whom I promife 
myfelf I fhall continue to fee your fa- 
vourite Companions, an Opportunity of 
judging better than you can, and con- 
fequently of inftructing you in a thou- 
fand Things. I do not mean by this, 
my Dear, that they will be forcing their 
Advice upon you, or attempting to dic- 
tate to you in your Affairs. This wou’d 
be Impertinence of which they cannot 
be guilty ; and it wou’d be a Meannefs 


to fuffer it, and therefore I know you 
will 



















































will not. » What I mean by this, is, my 
Dear, that their Converfation will be in- 
ftructive to you: You will hear their 
Opinions of the Occurrences of the 
World that ofer. for Converfation, .and 
you will learn to form your own Jude- 
ments properly by the Effect of their 
Expericnee. 


*Tis in this Manner that F flatter my- 
felf T fhall fee their Wifdom, my dear 
Child, ufeful to you; and to render it 
fo in the greateft Degree, let me remind 
you of applying to the prefent Purpofe 
what I have mention’d generally with 
Regard to Converfation. IF do not fay 
that any one of thefe has a better Un- 
derftanding than you, probably not one 
Knew fo much as you do at your Age, 
or cou’d have judg’d fo well, but now 
they have Experience. You will under- 
ftand, that altho’ it be a Pleafure to hear 
yourfelf fpeak, it is an Advantage to 
hear them, and confequently you will 
have the Prudence. often to give the Pre- 
ference where it is due. I wou’d not 
have 
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have you filent, my Dear, nay, when 
Trifles are the Subject, talk as much as 
any of them, but diftinguifh when the 
Difcourfe turns upon Things of Import- 
ance, and then know you will be im. 
proved by hearing. ; 


What I have recommended as your 
beft Condué, with Regard to your 
‘Friends and Acquaintance, I fhall alfo 
apply with Regard to your Hufband. 
A Medium between too much Silence, 
and an eternal Pratling ; and more than 
all; a Prudence to diftinguifh when it is 
Time for the one, and when for the 
other. - Your Hufband, my Dear, is 
young, he is himfelf fprightly ; and all 
your Sprightlinefs, unlefs it be ill-tim’d, 
will pleafe him ; he loves you, and there- 
fore he will be pleafed even with your 
Follies: But know. when ’tis proper to 
give a Loofe to them. - You are in this 
Refpect not only to diftinguifh when you 
fhould fpeak, and when ’tis better to be 
filent, but alfo what you are to fpeak, 
or of what Kind. 

I wou’d 
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I wou’d have you look upon your 
Hufdand as upon your_ older Female 
Acquaintance, asa Perfon capable of 
inftructing you. Altho’ he is not much 
older than yourfelf, yet as a Man he 
muft have feen more of tne World than 
you can, who are a Woman, and confe- 
quently, in all Cafes, he will be better 
able to judge. Befide, what in the other 
Cafe was only Refpect, becomes here a 
Duty. You owe to him your Obe- 
dience, and the Title of a Superior, and 
therefore alfo you are to attend to him. 
Ihave feen thofe Women, (and they are 
not unhappy ones neither, altho’ the 
World has thought fo;) who tho’ full of 
Talk in the Abfence of their Hufband, 
have been always referved and mute in 
his Prefence: *Tis from this fingle Cir- 
cumftance the World have thought them 
unhappy. Such a Silence ftamps upon 
him the Character of a Churl or a Ty- 
rant, and upon yourfelf that of a Slave. 
*Tis well to have a difinterefted and un- 
prejudiced and a friendly Judge of one’s 
Conduct: 
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Conduct: There is nothing an ingenuous 
Mind can defire fo much, becaufe- it 
gives an Opportunity of ftrengthning 
what is right, and remedying what is a- 
mifs in it; and who is fo proper for that 
difinterefted and friendly Office as. an 
Hufband ? Inftead of a Referve in his 
Prefence aflume an Ait of Freedom. 
Let People fee you are pleas’d at his 


coming in, and give yourfelf Liberty of 


more Converfation. He will tell you at 
Home if you {poke too much, or if you 
fpoke improperly ; and he will tell you 
truly. Your Reputation is in a’ great 
Degree his own, and therefore you may 
believe him: But he will name thefe 
Things fo tenderly, that you will fee 
your Faults in a_too favourable Light, 
if you do not underftand him as hinting 
to you what your own Thoughts mutt 
purfue rather than as fpeaking plainly. 
I think you happy, my Dear; and I 
wou’d fain have you continue fo. It would 
be terrible, while fo many Wives are 
sade unhappy. by the ill Qualities. of 
their Hufbands, you fhou’d meet with 
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the fame Fate from the good ones of 
yours; and I do affure you “there is 
Danger. [can fee that you are young 
enough to want a Monitor, and I can fee 
that he has too’ much’Tendernefs to do 
the Office roundly.) Expect not: to’ hear 
him tell you' of your Faults ; for you 
have {carcé any Thing that can deferve 
fo harfh a Namé, nor if you had, ‘has 
he Severity of Temper to do it with 
Roughnefs. You muft know that all 
you will meet with from him will be 
the gentleft Caution ; but then you are 
to. know it, as your Duty and’ your In- 
tereft, to pay that an Attention of ‘the 
{triéteft Kind. If he thinks you carry’d 
this Point too far, be affur’d you were 
extravagant ; if he afks you whether you 
do not think you was wrong in fome 
other Article, be affur’d that you was,-and 
avoid it afterwards; you will charm him 
by the Obfervance you pay to his Admoni- 
tions, and by the Regard you fhew thefe 
little Hints, you will enfure yourfelf 


from any Thing more unwelcome. 
7 *¥ * 
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L.E T T.E.R, XVI. 
Of the Management of a Family. 


Have led you by the Hand, my 

Dear, from the moft eafy to the 
moft feemingly difficult Parts of the 
Duty .of a Wife. I have. brought you 
from the moft trivial to the moft.m- 
portant; and I wou'd afk you, Do.not 
thofe, which at firft feem’d unpleafant, 
become, eafy and defireable, as they are 
better underftood ? 1 know, you will.con- 
fefs they do. In the fame.Manner,. my 
Dear, the moft flight acquire a new De- 
gree of Weight in the Examination, and 
the moft important fhew. you. more of 
their Neceflity; . this is the Ufe of 
Confideration, my. Dear, and. this you 
wiil always find the Fruit of it. 


I have poftpon’d to the latter Part of 
my Advice to you, that Concern, which 
is the moft effential and the moft weigh- 
ty of all; and I have done it defignedly, 
that being firlt perfectly inform’d from 
Reafon, 
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Reafon, and not impos’d upon by Ima- 
gination, with Regard to the cthers, 
you may enter upon: this with a) due 
Senfe of the Manner in which you are 
to fulfil it, as well: as with ‘a Refolution 
of doing fo. 


You will underftand, my Dear,\ that 
J any about to mention to’ you" now the 
Oeconomy of your Family. ’Tis of the 
moft’ certain Importance, ‘and’ it’ cannot 
be introduced with too much Cautién, 
or prefs’d upon you with more than the 
requifite Farneftnefs.* Not only ‘your Tn! 
tereft, “my Dear, is concefn’d’ in’ this, 
‘but your Credit. Thete is no Occafion 
of fo much ea tation to a Woman, 
be her Quality what it will)’ fo great as 
the faying that her Family is reoulat and 
well-govern’d: And let’ me add, that 
there is no Fortune fo moderate that will 
not ferve to make an Appearance, and a 
good one on fuch Foundation; nor is 
there any fo great that it will fupport its 
juft Appeaiance long’ without it. The 
peculiar Inftrutions on fuch an Head as 
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this can: only. be fuited.to the peculiar 
Circumftances of the Perfons. to. whom. 
they are addrefled ;, nay and the Caution, 
is more. ftrict only to thofe Peculiarities 
of Temper and Difpofition, under which 
both are. to enjoy thofe Circumftances, 
but altho’ on this Confideration I am not 
able, my Dear, to give Advice, even’to 
you who are fo near, and» whofe 
Affairs are fo much known to me, yet 
there are many general Hints which. I 
can lay before you, and which you will 
every Day find Occafions of bringing 
into Pra@tice. In the firft Place, 
I believe ‘you. need not — be: told 
that'in order to be happy, it is neceflary 
firft to be eafy; and be affur’d, that 
thofe who are not eafy at Home will ne- 
ver tafte Enjoyment any where elle. 
To be eafy is to be regular: Set out, 
my Dear, with a Principle of never neg- 
le€ting any Thing at the Time when. it 
is proper to confider its and you ‘will 
never be perplexed. and prevented with 
the Multiplicity of Concerns. Thefe 


Things offer fingly, and they are eafily 
dif- 


























































( S44 4 
difpatched. ’Tis the neglecting them 
that accumulates them 3 and while you 
look on a confus’d Number, without 
knewing which to begin with, you let 
alone all. 


Nothing is fo common, as for Peo- 
ple. to be plunder’d by their Ser- 
vants, and they are the more liable to it, 
as their Fortunes are the greater. Of 
all Things that are eafy to be gone thro’ 
at firft, Accounts of this kind are the 
eafieft ; of all others, when they are neg- 
lected, they become the moft confus’d, 
difpleafing and impracticable. . You re+ 
colleét the Circumftances when a Thing 
is tecent, but you forget them after the 
Time is elaps’d. You expect the I:x- 
pence of a few Days in Articles that you 
remember ;; you: are aftonifh’d at the 
Sum when you have forgot the Things 
that it- concerns: But this is not all: 
Your. Servants will © foon perceive, 
whether you infpect their Accounts, 
and whether you do it regularly; 
they will know all the Profit that may 
M 3 be 
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be made of your Forgetfulnefs; «and they 
will not part with any Portion of the 
Advantage. I do not pretend to fay, 
my Dear, -that all the Care in the World 
can prevent them from impofing on you, 
all do, and all will do it; but that’s a 
Trifie which you can fuffer by it, while 
you take the Caution of examining them 
often, and they fee you do it carefully, 
compared with what they will attempt 
and will fucceed in, if they fee you are 
remils. 


The proper Management of them*in 
their feveral Parts of Duty, is not ‘of 
half fo much Confequence as this, and 
yet many pride themfelves upon it, and 
think they have done great Things, 
when they have in that Point regulated 
their Family. ’Tis true, that this car- 
ties its more immediate Reward: The 
World’s Eye is open to it, and it has 
their Applaufe; but the other, tho’ 
jt concerns only yourfelf, concerns 
you much more nearly, and you 


will be unhappy in every other Inci- 
dent 
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dent of Life merely from a Neglect in 
it. | 


What makes a Remiffnefs in this Ar- 
ticle the more unpardonable, 1s, that 
there is nothing fo eafy. There require 
Parts and Talents in many Scenes of 
Life, which when they are fettled by 
their Influence are not of great Import- 
ance: But this is in the Power of every 
one ;. and yet almoft all nes lect :t, How 


mone the Men, thofe of the weakeft 
Parts, become rich often fooner than the 
Wifeft ? The Leffon you will learn from 
them is not more familiar than ufeful: 
It is, That Care will go farther than Ge- 
nius or Abilities. My Dear, be affur’d, 
that for one Eftate that is got, among 
the Men of Bufinefs,. there are ten fav’d ; 
and “tis the fame Thing among the Peo- 
ple -of Fortune and of no Profeffion : 
A. Thoufand are ruin’d by Careleflnefs, 
for. one that fuffers. by abfolute Exua- 
vagance, 
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Attend to this, my Dear, ’tis not the 
lefs true becaufe little perceiv’d, nor the 
lefs important becaufe feen Jeafl by thofe 
who: have moft Concern in it. I have 
told. you, my Dear, that ’tis only con- 
fus’d when ’tis’ neglected ; and let me 
add, that there is fuch a Thing as Method 
and Order, which will render even 
Fhings; in their Nature difagreeable, 
ealy and pleafant. 


It is reported of the great Regent of 
France, (and it has been quoted by many 
Writers} That being afk’d how it was 
poffible for him to g° thro’ fuch a Mul- 
tiplicity of Bufinefs ? He anfwer’a, ** By 


/ “6 doing one Thing at a Time.” The 
 Anfwer is greatly to his Honour; 


but that’s a Trifle, it may be made, my 
Déar, of great Ufe to every Body. If 
he cou’d tranfact the Affairs of a mighty 
Kingdom, and at the fame Time be de- 
voted, for fo he was, more than almoft 

all’Men to his Pleafures; it cannot be 


difficult for you to regulate the Oeco- 
nomy 
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nomy of a little Family with the fame 
Degree of Order, without. interrupting 
the Courfe of your: ordinary’ Amufe- 
ments. When. I fay, :the Care of 
your Family will not: encroach upon 
your Pleafures, I fpeak much lefs than 
I mean; it will prove to you itfelf a 
Pleafure, and one of the greateft. 


There is nothing fo tirefome, fo vex- 
atious, or fo impertinent as Bufinefs, 
when it breaks in upon People at impro-~ 
per Times; but on the contrary, there 
is nothing fo agreeable when it is attend- 
ed to at the proper Seafons. Have you 
not heard, my Dear, of the Pleafure 
the Men who have been bred to Bufinefs 
take in it, even after they have no lon- 
ger any Occafion to practife it: Have 
you not heard of thofe, who when they 
had retir’d from the Town, full of the 
Advantages of Trace, have found 
themfelves unhappy even in the Want 
of its Buftl. Employment, my Dear, 
far from being in its Nature difagreeable 
: M 5 te 
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to the human Mind, is pleafing, and it 
not only gives Pleafure. in the Moments 
devoted to it, but it gives a Relifh ‘for 
thofe which fucceed. 


Let me, my Deareft ***, make you 
in Love with Bufinefs: It will need only 
to make you acquainted with it truly to 
bring this about. *Tis of great Import- 
ance to your Happinefs; and be affur’d 
there is no fuch Thing as enjoying any 
Part of your Life truly and thoroughly 
without it, There are a Thoufand little 
Things which you cannot expect an 
Hufband to attend to, they are indeed 
unworthy of his Attention; and it wou'd 
look mean in him to bufy himfelf about 
them, Thefe all concern the Affairs of 
your Family, and thele belong to. you. 
Leave to him the Care of his Eftate, do 
you take that of the Houfe: Let him 
manage the Tenants; co you take Or- 
der about the Servants: They are two 
quite different Provinces ; and you will 
éach execute your own beft by neglect- 
ig the other wholly. 
There 
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There is nothing, my Dear, that wall 
procure you the Efteem of your Hul- 
band equally with this; and. being alrea- 
dy fecure of his Affection, it is this at 
which you are to aim. He will know 
this as a moft neceflary Article in the 
Oeconomy of his Affairs: He will know 
it does not by any Means become him to 
attend to it himfelf, in as much_as it_1s 
almoft a Difcredit to him. to look. into 
it.. He will. wifh that you, to whom it 
properly belongs, wou’d take the Care 
of it; But perhaps he will be tender 1n 
naming it to you, left it fhou’d appear 
an Hardthip... How, happy .will he then 
be to find you of yourfelf readily un- 
dertaking it and perfectly performing it. 
He will be happy that the neceflary le- 
gard is paid to. thefe Concerns; anc 
while he is fo, he.will be doubly pleas’c, 
becaufe tis you. who doit. Even if it 
were troublefome, . this Confideration 
ought to, recommend jt to you, 
but. it isynot..fo. . I, know inthe 
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Profpect it has fuch an Appearance, but 
in the Undertaking it is otherwife. 


There is no Indulgence fo great as the 
negleCting one’s Duty. I am forry to 
confefs that this is a Truth, but ’tis fo, 
and I defpife Diffimulation ; but, my 
Dear, there is alfo a Confideration on 
the other Side. Altho’ there is no Indul- 
gence equal to the neglecting our Duty, 
there is no Pleafure comparable to the 
Thought of having perform’d it. We 
all know what is right, and when we 
give ourfelves moft Liberty in doing 
that which is wrong we condemn it. 
Nay ’tis not fimited to the Moment of 
the Decifion, either in the Praife or in 
the Cenfure: There is a continual Unea- 
finefs attending on the Omiffion; and 
one is difpleas’d with one’s felf for hav- 
ing been guilty of it. *Fis a difagree- 
able Thought that ¢omes acrofs all our 
Pleafures, and givés us an Anxiety for 
the Day; nay, it wou’d laft longer, did 
not the frefher Condemnation of the 
fucceeding Morning fuperiede it.. On- 
the 
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the contrary, there is no Perfon in what- 
foever Station, be it ever fo high, or 
ever fo low, who is not confcious of 
fomething: as a Duty ; and there ts none 
who does not enjoy a Tranquility of 
Mind, which is not only Pleafure in it- 
felf but gives a Tafte of Pleafure to eve- 
ry Thing elfe in the Remembrance of 
having perform’d it. My Dear, this Care 
of your Family, and its Concerns, is 
the Objeé&t that will appear to you in the 
Light of this Duty. You will tafte no 
Pleafure on the Day in which you have 
neglected it, that will be an Uneafinefs 
in the Remembrance of this Omiffion ; 
and the Neceflity of ‘its being yet at 
fome time to’ be done, will embitter 
every Thing: *Twill appear infinitely 
more troublefome in the Profpect than i¢ 
wou’d have been found in the Reality ; 
and in Proportion to the Senfe you wou’d 
have of this will’ be your Tafte of the 
Satisfaction. 


You will throw yourfelf into your Chair 
with a happy Unconcern on the Morn- 
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ing when you have done it. It willap- 
ar indifferent to you what becomes of 
thereft of the Day, now you have perform’d 
all that was neceflary to do. in ity; and 
you will at the fame ‘Time, that-you are 
above the Reach of its Cares, be open 
to all its Satisfaétions.- Thefe cannot 
be tafted, even the greateft of them, 
without that Tranquility: whichis only 
to’ be ‘obtain’d from this Source, and 
this enriobles even the leaft of them. 


Let me be tedious on this Subject : 
Let me repeat to you my Admonitions, 
my Cautions, and thofe Promifes which 
J’ affureyou will be all made good: to 
you. There were at one Time -Diver- 
fons for the Hours, that. ought to be 
employ’d by fome Perfon, in every pru- 
dent Family, to this Purpofe: But they 
are at an End; this is perhaps the only 
Kingdom in the World. in which there 
were publick Entertainments fuffer’d, 
at a Time when it was impoffible any 
fhould attend them, without the greateit 
Neglect of their Affairs; but the Legil- 
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lature have feen the Impropriety of .fuf- 
fering them, and they have prevented 
them.» 1 remember the People who 
were ambitious to be thought Perfons 
of Tafte, flocking to fee a Buffoon in 
the: Hay-market.. *Twas an Imputation 
upon their Underftandings not to have 
been there. I have feen every Creature 
that had a Right to the Denominatior 
of Fafhion, crowd to Breakfaft at Rane- 
lagh: Nay, fo far was it going, that 
Vauxhall and Marybon were following 
the Example ; and on thofe Days of the 
Week when they were open, you cou’d 
not buy a Gown, nor give Orders for a 
Cap: The whole Legion of Trades-Peo- 
ple were there. 


I don’t produce thefe People to you 
as Examples, my Dear, but as Warn- 
ings; you will know their neceflary Af- 
fairs of Life muft be all neglected for 
this; and if thefe cou’d not reftrain 
them ; remember that there is fome 
Danger to you whofe immediate Main- 
tenance does not. depend upon your 
Ap- 
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Application, that you may fall into the 
fame idle Faults. I give you, fuch In- 
{tances to fhew you the Degree of the 
Danger. 


I think the Temptation now is only 
from the Fafhion of Morning Vifits : 
And do not fuppofe I am about to warn 
you againft thefe; on the contrary, I 
recommend them to you earneftly. If 
Converfation be the Intent. of Vifiting, 
*tis in thefe that you muft look for it, 
for Cards take up the Evening: But, 
my Dear, Cards take up the Night too, 
at leaft fo much of it, that thefe which 
are call’d Morning Appointments, are 
really paid in the Afterndon; and you 
who not wafting the Night in Folly, 
will not find it neceflary to pafs the real 
Morning in Sleep, will have fufficient 
Time to make all the Ufe T recommend 
ef it, and to do all this afterwards. 


Half an Hour in each Day 1s as much 
as you will need to cmploy in the ne- 
eeflary Care of your Family, provided 
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it be evety Day employ’d. If you neg- 
lect To day, To-morrow’s Bufinefs will 
be tedious ; but taking for each only its 
own Portion; this little Allotment. will 
fuffice, and will. perforth it  perfeétly. 
There will be no Portion of your Time 
fo wifely or fo well fpent, none that wil! 
give your Hufband fo much Pleafure; 
and when you have thus not only affur’d 
yourlelf that all is well at Home, but 
that you have made it fo, you will go 
out with a Satisfaction uaknown to ail 
wut tuoi wno have found the fame 
Road to it: You will look with Pity, 
for that Turn your tender Difpofition 
will give it, tho’ it might juftify Con- 
tempt, upon thofe unhappy becaufe un- 
wife People, whom you vifit: And 
whom as you trip in with all the chear- 
ful Eafe and healthy Spirit that attends 
on Sobriety and Virtue, you fee ftretch- 
ing their almoft ufelefs Limbs upon a 
Couch, or pulling open thofe Eyes that 
faw the Morning Light before they 
clos’d. . 
. if 


ns 































( 254 ) 


























If this be a Confideration that will af- 
Ford you Pleafure; for there is a-Plea- 
fure, and ’tis an innocent.if it be not.a 
good-natur’d Pleafure, in meafuring our 
own Happinefs by the Unhappinefs of 
others: What will be the Satisfation 
with which you will look upon ‘your 
own Conduct in the Sequel... “With what 
Tranfport will you fee the Advantages 
of your own. natural Spirit, and ealy 
Circumftances, when you fee them rea- 
dy to die with Fatigue and Difcontent, 
and almoft willing to die with Defpair:: 
When you hear them complain of Loffes 
they are unable to pay; and when you 
fee the Dread under which they conceal 
fuch painful Confiderations, on the Ap- 
proach of him who ought to be their 
Comfort under all Misfortunes. 


You fee, my deareft ***,. (for ‘tis 
with that I wou’d conclude) how one 
Good attends upon another in the Mar- 
ry’d State, and how one Mifchief;: in 


the fame Manner, follows upon another's 
Heels, 
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Heels, when the Occafions of that Good 
are neglected. You fee how the Extra- 
vagance of the Night at once difcom- 
potes and incapacitates for the Oeconomy 
and ‘Bufinefs of the Morning; and al- 
tho’ you do not fee it, let me affure: you 
that the contrary is as certain ; and that 
there is no Admonition fo powerful a- 
gain{t the Extravagance of the Evening 
as the Care of Affairs inthe Morning. 
But this to you is a Caution that | know 
will never be neceffary. “Look into the 
reft: of the Difference between you, who 
are.and whom Heaven fend 1 may al- 
ways. find an unfafhionable Creature «in 
this Refpect, and thefe People, as they 
will call themfelves of Tafte whom you 
vifit.. You wifh to preferve the Affec- 
tion of your Hufband ; and you ‘take 
the Method by which ’tis to be done. 
Look on yourfelf and look on thefe : 
‘Are languid Looks, pale Countenances, 
‘mad Faces full of Care, the Way to 
have it? No, you who have Health and 
Eafe and Tranquility in yours, wear all 
that’can be lovely and. engaging. ‘You 
{ee 
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fee thefe’ People of all Things dreading 
moft to let’ the Partners of their Hearts 
into their Secrets; and of all -Secrets 
concealing the moft carefully thofe which 
give them Pain. ‘With what a Triumph 
mutt you fee your own Condition in the 
Comparifon. You who have Pleafure 
in acquainting that neareft Friend with 
every Thought your Bofom- harbours, 


-you who find in him the moft fafe Re- 


pofitory for all your Thoughts, who 
when there is any Confideration that 
gives you Uneafinefs, fly to him and 
Gnd Satisfaction in his Advice, and 
Health in his Condolance. 


‘Tis thus, my Dear, that Heaven in- 
tended thofe who were marry’d fhou’d 
live with another; “tis thus Nature dic- 
tates to thern they fhould ; and Reafon 
adds the Authority of her Sanétion, and 
the Weight of all her Arguments to en- 
force it. You fee how defireable.a State 
it is, my Deareft; and while you own 
it fuch, ’tis in your Poffeffion and ‘tis 
in your Power to keep it fo. You have 
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my Advice; I think, in every Article in 
which it can be.neceflary tovyou. I have 
been long» marry’d, and I have. built 
what I have faid to you not only on the 
Experience thofe Years have given me 
in my own Situation, but. on what. I 
have feen in others. 


Remember what depends upon your 
paying it a due Regard, but I know 
you will do fo. Pray God blefs you 
Child, and may I fee you always happy. 
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